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Scheme for basic scientific infrastructure development universities

†2545. SHRIMATI KANTA KARDAM: Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND

TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to have any scheme for strengthening the

basic infrastructure for Science and Technology in universities and other institutes

of higher education;

(b) if so, the numbers of universities/ educational departments identified, for

this purpose, State-wise; and

(c) the steps taken by Government to encourage the young scientists for

undertaking serious scientific works in the country?

THE MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR. HARSH VARDHAN):

(a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The Government has recently launched a scheme called SATHI

-Sophisticated Analytical & Technical Help Institute to strengthen and develop the

infrastructure for science and technology in universities and other institutes of higher

education. The scheme envisages equipping identified institution with major analytical

instruments to provide professionally managed common services for high-end

analytical testing with efficiency, accessibility, open access policy, and transparency

of highest order under one roof to deal with the demands of industry, MSMEs,

start-ups and academia. Under this new initiative, the Government has supported

three institutes in the first phase at (i) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi,

(ii) IIT-Kharagpur, West Bengal, and, (iii) BHU- Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

(c) Yes Sir. The Department of Science and Technology is implementing

various schemes to encourage young scientists for undertaking serious scientific

work in the country. The young scientists are promoted primarily through early career

grants, core research grants, doctoral and postdoctoral fellowships etc. Some of the

notable programmes targeted at young scientists include; National Postdoctoral

Fellowship (N-PDF); Start-up Research Grant (SRG);Early Career Research Award;

Overseas Doctoral Fellowship; Overseas Postdoctoral Fellowship; Innovation in

Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) Fellowship; INSPIRE Faculty

Fellowship; Science and Engineering Research Board- Scientific and Useful Profound
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Research Advancement (SERB-SUPRA); Bhaskara Advanced Solar Energy (BASE)

Fellowship; Building Energy Efficiency Higher & Advanced Network (BHAVAN)

Fellowship; Water Advanced Research and Innovation(WARI) Fellowship; and

Women Scientist Scheme (WSS) focusing women with career breaks.

Development and promotion of tourism in Odisha

2546. SHRI BHASKAR RAO NEKKANTI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of the schemes implemented/being implemented by Government

for the development and promotion of tourism in Odisha;

(b) the number of tourist places selected/identified in the State of Odisha

during the last five years for development and promotion of tourism, the details of

funds allocated and expenditure incurred by Government during the last three years

for the said purpose;

(c) the details of the projects formulated and implemented so far; and

(d) whether Government has received any proposal for sanction of funds

under Swadesh Darshan Scheme, if so, details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI

PRAHALAD SINGH PATEL): (a) to (d) Development of Tourism is the responsibility

of respective State Governments/U.T. Administrations. Ministry of Tourism, under

the schemes viz., Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive

(PRASHAD) and "Integrated Development of Theme Based Tourist Circuit in the

Country, Swadesh Darshan (SD)" provides Central Financial Assistance for

infrastructure development and beautification of Tourist Places/ Pilgrimage Centres

on receipt of suitable DPRs submitted by State Governments/Union Territories, subject

to availability of funds, liquidation of pending utilisation certificate against the fund

released earlier and adherence to the relevant scheme guidelines.

Based on the proposal received from the State Government of Odisha the

following projects have been sanctioned by Ministry of Tourism.

(i) "Infrastructure Development at Puri, Shree Jagannath Dham- Ramachandi-

Prachi River front at Deuli under Mega Circuit" sanctioned in 2014-15 at


