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(by if so, whether Government has any plan to increase tourist infrastructure

of that area in accordance; and
{cy if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI
PRAHALAD SINGH PATEL): (a) Cannot say in absence of any study or data in
this regard.

(b) and (¢) Ministry of Tourism, under the schemes viz., Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD) and
"Integrated Development of Theme Based Tourist Circuit in the Country, Swadesh
Darshan (SD)" provides Central Financial Assistance for infrastructure development
and beautification of Tourist Places/ Pilgrimage Centres on receipt of suitable DPRs
submitted by State Governments/Union Territories, subject to availability of funds,
liquidation of pending utilisation certificate against the fund released earlier and

adherence to the relevant scheme guidelines.

Based on the proposal received from the State Government of Uttar Pradesh

the following project has been sanctioned by Ministry of Tourism.

"Development of Ayodhya under Ramayana Circuit theme of Swadesh Darshan
Scheme" was sanctioned in 2017-18 at the cost of ¥ 133.31 Crore. An amount 9921
Crore" has been released by the Ministry for the project till date.

Development of iconic tourist stations in the country

2551. DR. ASHOK BAJPAT: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government plans to develop some world class iconic tourist

stations in India to attract foreign and domestic tourists;
{by 1if so, the list of such stations, State-wise;

{c) the details of proposed developments to be taken up to match with world

class stations; and
{d) the estimated time to complete such developmental projects?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI
PRAHALAD SINGH PATEL): (a) to (d) Pursuant to the Budget Announcements of
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2018-19, Ministry of Tourism has identified 17 sites in 12 clusters in the country
for development as Iconic Tourist Sites namely Taj Mahal & Fatehpur Sikri (Uttar
Pradesh), Ajanta & Ellora (Maharashtra), Humayun's Tomb, Red Fort & Qutub Minar
(Delhi), Colva (Goa), Amer Fort (Rajasthan), Somnath and Dholavira (Gujarat),
Khajuraho (Madhya Pradesh), Hampi (Karnataka), Mahabalipuram {Tamil Nadu),
Kaziranga (Assam), Kumarakom (Kerala) and Mahabodhi Temple (Bihar).

The Ministry shall be developing the above sites in a holistic manner with
focus on issues concerning connectivity to the destination, better facilities/experience
for the tourists at the site, skill development, involvement of local community,
promotion & branding and by bringing private investment. The development of

Iconic Tourist sites scheme is awaiting approval of the Ministry of Finance.
Tourism in Kashmir

2552, SHRI MD. NADIMUL HAQUE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

{a) the details of number of tourists visiting Kashmir in the months of August,
September and October for the last five years;

{b) the steps taken by the Ministry to attract more tourists to Jammu and

Kashmir over the last five vears; and

{c) the steps that are being taken to increase the influx of tourists in the

coming years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI
PRAHALAD SINGH PATEL): (a) As per information provided by the UT of Jammu
and Kashmir, the number of tounsts for the months of August, September and

October of the last five years visiting Kashmir are as under:-

Month 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Aug. 98177 78980 41438 164410 86134
Sept. 15640 58896 31552 135670 83723
oct. 16947 65876 29905 133220 59048

(b) and {c¢) Development and promotion of tourism is primarily the responsibility

of the concemed State Government/Union Territory Administration. However, Ministry



