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{Protection) Act, 1972; the Indian Forest Act, 1927; the Biological Diversity Act, 2002;

and rules under these acts as amended from time to time.

In addition, State Government of Maharashtra has taken several proactive steps
for conservation of Mangroves and a Mangrove Cell, dedicated for Mangrove
conservation, has been establishment by the State Government. Further, Mangrove and
Marine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation is also created for enhancing Mangrove
cover and to promote research and livelihcod activities under the Forest Department

by the State Government.
Change in rainfall pattern

53, DR. ASHOK BAJPAT: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

{a) whether total rainfall and distribution of rainfall have changed during last

ten vears in northern India;
{by 1f so, the details thereof;

{c) whether a change is accordingly required in cropping pattern and selection

of new varieties;

{dy if so, whether Agriculture Universities have made some progress in this
field; and

{e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI BABUL SUPRIYO): (a) and (b) As per the Indian
Meteorological Department {IMD), Northwest India received less rainfall in many years
during last ten years (2010-2019) and most of the sub-divisions under north India
received less rainfall in recent years. However, within the region, Rajasthan received
more rainfall than its normal value during many years recently. There has been decline
in the average seasonal rainfall in the country over the last four decades. There is a

natural variability in Indian summer monsoon rainfall which shows epochal variations.

{c) to {e) As per the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), cropping
pattern 1s governed by market forces, soil, climate, etc. The State Agriculture Universities

{SAUs) and ICAR institutes have developed new varieties of short duration, flood and
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drought tolerant crops. ICAR 1is also implementing National Innovations on Climate
Resilient Agriculture (NICRA) programme at 121 Krishi Vigyan Kendra's across the

country and promoting location specific appropriate varieties of crops.

IMD is running Agro-meteorological Advisory Service (AAS) viz.,, Gramin Krishi
Mausam Sewa Scheme for the benefit of farming community in the country. Agromet
Advisories are prepared and communicated by the 130 Agromet Field Units (AMFUs)
located at SAUs, institutes of ICAR and [1Ts etc., on every Tuesday and Friday to help
farmers take decisions on day-to-day agricultural operations. Agromet Advisories are
communicated to the farming community through multichannel dissemination system
like print and electronic media, Doordarshan, radio, intemet ete. including SMS using
mobile phones through Kisan Portal launched by Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare and also through private companies under Public Private Partnership (PPP)

mode.

Central Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture has come out with district level
contingency plans based on rainfall deviations for adoption by the farmars. The
Government of India is also implementing National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture

under National' Action Plan on Climate Change.
Disposal of sanitary pads

54, SHRIJOSE K. MANI: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) whether any penalty has been proposed for manufacturers who fail to
provide for equal number of disposable pouches in the packets of sanitary pads, as

a mandatory requirement in solid waste management rules;
(b) whether any study has been undertaken to assess the compliance; and

(¢) measures taken to encourage compliance as regards to the Extended Producer

Responsibility (EPR) of such hazardous waste?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI BABUL SUPRIYQ): (a) to (¢) The Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified Solid Waste Management Rules,
2016 for environmentally sound management of municipal solid waste in the country.

It has been provided in the Rules that used sanitary waste like diapers, sanitary pads



