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for quality improvement in higher and technical education. There has been an increase
mn the Gross Enrolment Ratio from 19.4 in 2010-11 to 26.3 in 2018-19. Further, In order
to increase the fund availability to universities, Higher Education Funding Agency
(HEFA) has been established and till October 2019, ¥ 5105 crore has been disbursed

by the Agency to fund infrastructure and other capital expenditure.
National Research Foundation

581. SHRI GC. CHANDRASHEKHAR: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government has set up National Research Foundation (NRF) to

increase research possibilities in country, as announced in 2019 budget;
(by if so, the details thereof;

{c) whether the detailed project report for NRF has been recently circulated

among different Ministries related for their valuable inputs;
{dy 1f so, the details thereof;

{e) whether experts under the Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion
Programme (EQUIP) have submitted their final report for setting up of NRF;

{0 1l so, details thereof; and

(g) other steps taken by Government for setting up of NRF for achieving

excellence in knowledge creation and research and innovation infrastructure in India?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAMESH
POKHRIYAL '"NISHANK'"): (a) to (g) In pursuance of Budget Announcement 2019,
Government is in process for setting up of National Research Foundation (NRF).
Modalities for formation of NRF including its funding strategy are presently being
deliberated at the level of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India

in consultation with NITT Aayog and other stakeholders.
Implementation of PMJVK by EdCIL

582. PROF. MANOJ KUMAR THA: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

{a) name of States where PMIVK has been implemented by EdCIL - a Public
Sector Undertaking under the Ministry;
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(b) the total number of units of smart classes installed, State Govermnment
school-wise; and

(c) the rate per unit (smart class) per State mentioned above along with the list
of components as approved by the empowered Committee of Inter Ministerial Secretaries
under the PMIVK?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAMESH
POKHRIYAL 'NISHANK"): (a) Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK) is being
implemented in the States of Karnataka, Assam and Sikkim by EdCIL.

(b) The total number of units of smart classes being installed in the State
Government schools are 1073 for Karnataka, 1682 for Assam and 500 for Sikkim.

(c) The rates at which the smart class projects have been approved are ¥ 3.49
lakh per smart class for Karnataka, ¥ 2.42 lakh per smart class for Assam and ¥ 2.69
lakh per smart class for Sikkim. Components approved by the empowered Committee
of Inter Ministerial Secretaries under the PMIVK 1in respect of State of Kamataka,

Assam and Sikkim is under:
. Integrated Community Computer Solution - ICC
. Multimedia Contents as per State Board Syllabus.
. Multimedia Contents as per State Board Syllabus in Urdu.
. Multimedia Contents as per CBSE Board.
. Science Videos and Virtual Experiments including Digital Library.
. Built-in screen Interactivity.
. MS Windows OS Professional version.
. Strolley Bag All in one Remote.
. White Board [MATT Finish), One KVA UPS with 15-20 minutes backup.
Madhyamik and Uchchtar Shiksha Kosh

583. DR. BANDA PRAKASH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESCOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the present status of implementation of Madhyamik and Uchchtar Shiksha

Kosh Scheme in the country;



