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(7) Opening English medium Schools at block headquarters as per demand from

the community.

(8) Introducing SARAL and NIKHAR program for remedial teaching.

(9) Providing different grants to schools for improving their status.

(10) Proposal for the functioning of School Complex for decentralized academic

administration.

Merger of UGC and AICTE

542. SHRI PRABHAKAR REDDY VEMIREDDY: Will the Minister of HUMAN

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Ministry is contemplating to merge UGC and

AICTE to create a single regulator for higher education;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(c) whether it is also a fact that the Ministry also proposes a Higher Education

Commission to merge all regulators; and

(d) if so, the reasons for merging only UGC and AICTE?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAMESH

POKHRIYAL 'NISHANK'): (a) to (d) Till now no final decision has been taken on this

issue.

Vocational colleges in backward regions

†543. SHRIMAT KANTA KARDAM: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a requirement/possibility of opening further more vocational

colleges in backward regions;

(b) if so, whether Government has issued any guidelines in this regard to the

State Governments;

(c) if so, the response of State Governments in the last five years; and

†Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) the steps proposed to be taken by the Central Government to promote

vocational education in backward regions?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAMESH

POKHRIYAL 'NISHANK'): (a) to (c) Government has recognized the requirement for

spreading vocational education throughout the country including backward regions.

Presently, there are 188 Community Colleges, 289 Institutes and 68 DDU Kaushal

Kendras functioning under University Grants Commission (UGC) and operating

vocational education in various sectors. State Governments can offer vocational

education through their institutional network as per UGC guidelines.

(d) There are various steps already been taken by Government to promote

vocational education throughout country, including backward regions. They are as

follows:

(i) Developing internship/apprenticeship based degree courses in sectors like

Retail, Logistics, Media and Entertainment, etc.

(ii) Increasing number of institutions offering B.VoC courses in the country.

(iii) Aligning the content of existing skill courses with National Skill Qualification

Framework (NSQF).

Education of children with disability

544. DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has conducted any review/assessment regarding

education of children with disability;

(b) if so, the percentage of such children who are studying at present, State-

wise; and

(c) the steps being taken by Government to provide maximum opportunity of

education to the children with disability?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAMESH

POKHRIYAL 'NISHANK'): (a) The Department of School Education and Literacy, MHRD

conducted the National Achievement Survey (NAS) of Classes III, V & VIII in 2017 and


