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Forest cover in the country
823. DR. L. HANUMANTHAIAH:
SHRI RAJMANI PATEL.:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of the forest cover which is invaluable for the national ecosystem,

State-wise;

(b) the comparative details of the forest cover during the last three years, State-

wise; and
(c) the steps being taken to improve the forest cover in each State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI BABUL SUPRIYO): (a) As per the India State of
Forest Report (ISFR) 2017, State/UTs wise details of forest cover is given in the
Statement-1 (See below).

(b) Assessment of forest cover of the country is carried out biennially by Forest
Survey of India, Dehradun, an organization under the Ministry and findings are
published in ISFR accordingly. There is an increase of 8,021 square kilometre (forest
cover 6,778 square kilometre, tree cover 1,243 square kilometre) of total forest and tree
cover compared to that of ISFR-2015. The comparative details of State/UTs wise forest

cover during the last three years is given in Statement-II (See below).

(¢) To improve the forest cover in the country, afforestation programmes are
being taken up under various Centrally Sponsored Schemes such as National
Afforestation Programme and Green India Mission being implemented by the Ministry.
Afforestation activities are also taken up under various programmes/funding sources
such as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, Compensatory Afforestation Fund and under schemes/

plans of States/UTs.
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