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Development of arable land in Assam

1301. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has extended all possible help to the tribals living in
the remote areas of Assam for development of arable land, if so, the names of crops
being cultivated in these areas;

(b) the total area in hectares of arable land in the country, especially Assam;

(¢) whether Government has formulated any scheme for expansion of arable
land with a view to tackle the foodgrain crisis in the country, if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether the area of barren land is also increasing in many North Eastern
States; and

(e) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI
NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR): (a) Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers
Welfare is implementing various programmes/ schemes viz. Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana, National Food Security Mission, Mission for Integrated Development of
Horticulture, Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana, Rainfed Area Development component
of National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture, Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana, Mission Organic Value Chain Development for North Eastern Region
(MOVCDNER), etc. for development of agriculture sector benefitting all farmers of the
country including tribals of Assam. The principal crops produced in the tribal and
remote areas of Assam are paddy, rapeseed, mustard, maize, sugarcane, blackgram,
greengram, jute, tea, etc.

(b) As per available estimates, arable land in the country is 181.89 m.ha. which
includes 3.36 m.ha. in Assam.

(€) The details of some of the schemes being implemented for increasing
foodgrain production and expansion of arable land in country are as follows:—

1 Food Security Mission (NFSM) programme is being implemented in the
identified districts of the country including Assam to increase the
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production and productivity of foodgrains through area expansion and
productivity enhancement, restoring soil fertility and productivity at
individual farm level and enhancing farm level economy. Besides,
demonstrations on rice and pulses are also organized in remote areas with
the help of NGOs.

2. Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI)" a sub scheme of
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) is implemented in seven Eastern
States namely Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Eastern Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal to address the constraints limiting the
productivity of "rice based cropping systems" in Eastern India.

As a result of the various efforts of government, the food grain production in
the country has been increased from 252.02 m.tonne in the year 2014-15 to 284.95
m.tonne in year 2018-19 (4th Advanced Estimate).

(d) As per the latest Land Use Statistics at Glance 2005-06 to 2014-15, the area
of Barren and unculturable land has decreased in North Eastern States from 1.59 m.ha
in 2007-08 to 1.36 m.hain 2014-15.

(e) Doesn't arise.
Settlement of claims under PMFBY

1302. SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ the number of farmers covered under "Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana"
(PMFBY) till date, State-wise;

(b) the number of farmers affected due to recent floods in the country;

(c) the number of claims Government has received under the scheme from the
farmers of flood-affected areas, the details thereof; and

(d) the number of claims settled under the scheme by Government till date,

State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(SHRI NARENDRA SINGH TOMARY): (a) to (d) State-wise details of number of fanner



