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Organic Farming is also supported under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY)
and Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH). Third party
certification of organic farming is promoted by Agriculture Processed Food and Export
Development Authority (APEDA), Ministry of Commerce.

Statement

Amount of Organic products produce in the country
during 2015-16 to 2019-20 (in lakh MT)

Year Scheme/Certification
PKVY/PGS- certification* NPOP/third party certification

2014-15 - 10.95
2015-16 0.005 1335
2016-17 0.2 118
2017-18 06 16.75
2018-19 21 26.07
2019-20 24 -

Source: NCOF and TraceNet data
* PKVY was launched in 2015-16.

Promotion of e-Agriculture

1283. SHRI HARNATH SINGH YADAV:
SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:
DR. AMEE YAINIK:
SHRI RAJMANI PATEL:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to
state:

(@ whether Government has any proposal to promote technology in agricultural
sector; if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether there is any proposal for training programmes on agricultural

awareness;
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(c) whether any specific institution has been set up to promote e-agriculture

in various States, if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the details of the farmers who got e-agriculture training during the last one

year?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI
NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR): (a) to (d) For promotion of technology in agriculture

sector, following initiatives have been taken:—

(i) The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has established a
network of 715 Knshi Vigyan Kendras (KVKSs) in the country mandated with
Technology Assessment and Demonstration for its Application and Capacity
Development (TADA-CD). KVKs organize demonstrations, training programs
and skill development programs for the benefit of farmers and farm women,

rural youth and in-service extension personnel.

(i) During the year 2018-19, 42,361 on farm trials (OFTs) for assessing
technologies and 2,74,736 front line demonstrations (FLD) showcasing
potentials on improved varieties, modern technologies and practices were
conducted on farmers' fields to create awareness among farmers. To update
the knowledge and skills on modern agricultural technologies, 47,000 training
courses on various technologies were organized benefitting as many as
13.51 lakh farmers and farm women. 139.67 lakh farmers participated in

various extension activities.

(i) Agro-advisories are given to the farmers through various service providers
and the mKisan portal. mKisan portal is a platform which provides web-
based mobile advisory to farmers with the technological backstopping from
Research Institutes and Agricultural Universities supporting farmers.
Information on weather, market, various farm operations, outbreak of pest
and disease incidence and their control measures are given to farmers
through Short Message Service (SMS). About 5.3 crore farmers are linked
with mKisan Portal for sending SMS messages on various aspects of
agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry, weather forecast, and pest

and disease control.
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(iv) Further, Sub Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM) provides a
suitable platform for converging all activities for inclusive growth of
agricultural mechanization by providing a 'single window' approach for

implementation with a special focus on small and marginal farmers.

(v) Government is also using satellite data and GIS Technology for Crop
Production Estimation, Horticultural Inventory, Site Suitability Analysis for
crop expansion and Drought Assessment.

(vi) Government is also implementing National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)
Scheme for transparent price discovery for remunerative prices for the
farmers for their produce through competitive online bidding system. Under
Marketing Research and Information Network (MRIN) Scheme, support is
provided to the States towards setting up and maintaining connectivity with
Agmarknet portal for collection and dissemination of market information on

arrivals and prices of agri-commodities.
Support price fixed by Government

1284. DR. AMEE YAJNIK:
DR. L. HANUMANTHAIAH:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to

state:

(@ whether Government is aware that the support price for various crops fixed
by Government is lower than their open market sales price, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether it is a fact that farmers are getting higher price than the support

price fixed by Government; and

(c) if so, whether Government is taking any corrective measures to increase
the support price for various crops, if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons

therefor?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI
NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR): (a) and (b) The prices of agricultural produce are
determined by supply and demand conditions in the market on a day-to-day basis.
Wholesale prices of agricultural produce tend to fall immediately after harvest due



