72 Oral Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions

[5T OReIRH SuTer]
IO 3MUP! Sl AEfefhe Tedles €, I WX MU ¥R I8d gU @i & Rt
BT H STINT BN | I§ gd™ BT AIRAT HRIHY a9 U9+ TR < & 89 Iofl 32 2|

2N o Rig: 9E81ey, ART gA”T Hare A1 gl AT €1 Sfae W, et
Tl TS g0 a¢ UAM W Bl B! &, IFPI Fedl o & Y hE WHR B &l
AT 87

Y IREH BT FEIGY, Sifdd Wit $I gg@ar o7 7Y IR & UM I @
2| IfT BIS S d BiEATSoR g9 A=l & a5 89 97 RGN dI 100 WA Afeqs!
<HR, P! &1 W T qb b e ST P Iy wErEdr < k8 €1 W € fbari
I, AT 9 ARIF BT Y B L € Al ITPI 50 TR IUY, 3l gaedR Bl e
& forg, 99 919 9@ <9 & U IR WRGR B MR F 'H PR T g

#ft A, FEavET 131, BN SR Yed SF F W ¥ U Y9 B B
Ml BT RULATA & IR YA & 7 Hed o ST
*131. sft THer River. &1 $RY vd e weamor W= a7 Iam @t Fu A @

(®) PR 7 Al Pl AT P RS A Jad PRI P (AT BIA-HA
EERESEINE

@) 9 2017-18 3R 2018-19 # b fHAM!I B ABTOH! B Sod &N &% 9
o AT AT

(M T ROR fFamt & foag deert §& 2nfid &=7 &1 fJar E@<d 8, ot
faey wu | o1, IARA AR @ A Jo Al # fFAFE B AEE IR OAD; AR

(&) a9 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18 3R 2018-19 # fhaw fHaml 7 =01 & <919
T 3P AMHSAT BY ofl?

P Ta fHH Heamor #3rer § o7 H3ll (31 TR wUTe): () A (9) fqaR0
|91 Ued R ¥ o w2

faevor

() WRA AR AR fhar/afadl o doiardel Afed IR R drdl W)
R &9 &7 & oY S SRRINT 0T TS &)1 & fav fAferRad weq Sery
W g




Oral Answers [29 November, 2019] to Questions 73

(i)

(i

(iii)

(iv)

IR Roid da (@Rems) & wafear &5 o feenfrder (fivaea)
Al B 20T <7 & WA PN & DI SUR o P (U A OB
SR AIoTid Sl BI ITch AN [+ael & 0T (YUTERI) BT 18
Tfaerd I1 3ih-deig e TRIToR 9RIRT & H 0T oo 9y g3t srafy
& AR S Al e ', FEiRd e=1 & fay sfdqwr <d 2

Yioeue feenfqel & SR, IR-ERINE SuRSrRl | fay o1 urd
forar oiR s @fdd divdue & d8d o7 (3Tfdhad 100000 $93 uf o)
U &R & UM © Al IR-ERATAIT RT3 BT H0T bl AP |

|4 U Al Bl 396 BN vETem! & 7 98l 9 §9Y W R U
JARFa a1 & g SRR 7 5 $ise w18 (HIdh) Ao gw B
2 Sl 3% BEal @l WAl & AU oY @ ol aeIddre; B
Gl IATE [qqr 3o, fH uRaR & WU savadbdrst; Wd aRAuRT
STREVT 3R P I Weg PrIBel & Iy PRI yoil; iR HY vd qrg
PRGN & [y [ goil sawgdar & g |em aaRll € | e
B WRIGT & AT 3 BT AR WU Hell SAaIHA3I DI GRT BR
& T Tl MaTer H Fed a9 © | SR IS fBamE! Bl o= ardi
P ALY THIRI SRESIBRUN 3R fAfed e ghyg, AT & HiaR
fa 1 R onfs & WY veivd e Sfde dre UaM &-1 & oy
g TS

FURN THIH & ded, HAARd HSMR | Hdfed o7 avadarsil dm 3
P Fl, WU ATqTIDHATAT 3MMMS Td YA & Hed A S 91 oy srafey
U e Aled Y-Sia g SIS TS BAal & AER W AHi fearm (R
HART & wU ) B 10,000 F 50,000 TG TH Rfrer AT TAT FHOT UG
PR B AT Pl TS 2

eI o1 yuell # oY Td WA fRAEl B davol deM & g
JREIRNTS 7 AUIRGH-Had P 0T B AHT I 1 ARI A IEH 1.6 A
PR A Bl

&g vd dWid A, TRR-pIo™ do1 S g &l & fY 50,000
JUY B AT ®U F AU A SYST THONA B AMGR Bl gl a7
2 39P dSod H SURGA A Phdd Uh IG-HINUT Uo 3fUfdrd 2l




74 Oral Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions

(vii) TR VT B d8d oY, AHid, [PRRIER f6aM, HiRkgd gecar! &I e

B P Y NS GART WY <AAT AHE! (SIersil) Bl ggrar fear T
g |

(viii) MR R4 9 =1 Uil smugmell 9 ywifdd &5 9 SUR & drel Hafdd

(ix)

AT o1 <A1, R vd Aioie AMds, S1feRen™ g ol fRIfdrer wxe
e €1 39 feenfeet o 39 UeR IR fhar = g 6 ddfta e
TR UTT SaRT ATY&T 1 "9 &R &1 J 97 fhedl g¥ety & wgeferd
®U ¥ Afha B O 8, 39 UHR DHIH] FHT g9dl & | IR SISl Y&ee
e & IHY Bl TART WEd U P YW B b (oY BHA JHAA
& dEHTD Bl 50% W HH Pb 33% db DI QAT T 8|

ST AG] B fFAMT Bl B 88 AT &% U PV KON P IySA
JARFd B Bl e F IRT AR o 3 aRI U dP & of Jdy
RO & g =TT ge IS (IATSTATH) Yo @l & | doedl qen o e
& i Afed A &5 & T, e g S, Fearl e & AregeH

I 39 WHH BT BRFIT fHAT Sar €1 B & Sfdia 9t At @y 2

RIS e U @I SRl & 91 q9Y U G4 &g k0T 31 YAl

AN B bCThY 4 Uirerd Ufay &)d gY 0T &I dobldl YA d =g
fRad 3 ufeera g-ifed & SRl € | SeuTal @l 7R f9sh! M & [Ty
fFARRIvee RREsY wiftadl & vasl # %ol =g f6am shfee e ard
oY UG AT Bl B AT G BT AW 6 HeHl (BHAAURI) PI faf
& g ger f&ar war €1 SR & Sidiid 2 Jrg B dd B Briwiel Yoil
& 7 g ured e AicRra! I I feami & fau § &6 ge @1 Jm
[ERIRCI

fperrT URaR o7 T el Avg 4 Bl € (3Tfdeh o Ae! ¥ Hdferd

I AUTSTHl &b AEIE) DI 3T FSTIA UGN B b Igavd A bai

TRBR 24 B, 2019 DI Th 5 Hod &Fh IS JAT Y F31 fpam
e (Y (AUH-fpaT) 6 @I & i I8 U] BRe] STReRdl B -
A Y R Heag PRGB! | Fdfed @al B QRT SR H HeH gl
ST AS O W wd B 1 A F AU e F S 4 S g9




Oral Answers [29 November, 2019] to Questions 75

ST 9F R HN BRiGM # I@ FRavar & gHRad fear s ad |
39 IO & d8d o URART & IR 918 & 3faRTl U% 2000 U &I
O fewal # ufd 9 6,000 ¥UT &1 faxi A ueE fHAT AT B

(@) (i) 39 TRE ST BT WA WHR GaRT el fHA1 Al 2| gTefifeh ek
o< wRenetl & fHamMl @l gaiw) Ramdl %o @l Suderdl o gHkead &=+ &
giedIoT | PV KU ey a¥ 2016-17 H 9 G FRIS BT Sl 99 2019-20 H IGIHR
13.5 TG BRIS PR [ AT & | FR=feIRad diferer H &1 T8 a1 & AJAR I8 el
gy X ¥ FAR el T B

(IR BT H)
EL & SUEIERI]
2016-17 9,00,000 10,65,755.67
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2018-19 11,00,000 12,56,829.62
2019-20 13,50,000 6,96,925.16

(30.09.2019 d)
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Steps to set farmers free from debt trap

1*131. SHRI RAKESH SINHA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@) the steps taken bv Government to set the farmers free from debt trap of

money lenders;

(b) the number of such farmers set free from high interest rate of money lenders
in the years 2017-18 and 2018-19;

(c) whether Government proposes to set up co-operative banks for farmers
which would exclusively help the farmers in the matters related to debt, production and
sales; and

(d) the number of farmers who committed suicide due to debt burden in the
years 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS
WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table
of the House.

Statement

(@) The steps taken by the Government of India, to extend institutional credit
to farmers/individuals so as to reduce their dependence on non-institutional sources

including moneylenders, are as under:

(i) The Priority Sector Lending (PSL) directions of RBI mandate all
Domestic Scheduled Commercial Banks to earmark 18% of their Adjusted

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Net Bank Credit (ANBC) or Credit Equivalent amount of Off-Balance
Sheet Exposure (OBE). whichever is higher, as on the corresponding
dale of the previous year, for lending to Agriculture including loans to
farmers. Further, a sub-target of 8% for small and marginal farmers has
also been fixed.

Loans to distressed farmers and to other persons (not exceeding
¥ 1,00,000/- per borrower) indebted to non-institutional lenders is an
eligible category under PSL, to enable them to repay their debt to

non-institutional lenders.

In order to ensure that all eligible farmers are provided with hassle-free
and timely credit for their agricultural operations, Government has
introduced the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) Scheme, which enables farmers
to meet the short term credit requirements for cultivation of crops:
Post-harvest expenses; Produce marketing loan; Consumption
requirements of farmer household; Working capital for maintenance of
farm assets and activities allied to agriculture; and Investment credit
requirement for agriculture and allied activities. KCC Scheme provides
for issue of ATM enabled RuPay debit card with, inter alia, facilities
of one-time documentation, built-in cost escalation in the limit, any

number of drawals within the limit, etc.

Under the KCC Scheme, a flexible limit of ¥ 10,000 to ¥ 50,000 has been
provided to marginal farmers (as Flexi KCC) based on the land holding
and crops grown including post-harvest warehouse storage related
credit needs and other farm expenses, consumption needs, etc.. plus

small term loan investments without relating it to the value of land.

To enhance coverage of small and marginal farmers in the formal credit
system, RBI has raised the limit for collateral-free agriculture loans
from ¥ | lakh to T 1.6 lakh.

The requirement of 'no due' certificate has been dispensed with for
small loans up to ¥ 50,000 to small and marginal farmers, share-croppers
and the like and, instead, only a self-declaration from the borrower is
required.
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To bring small, marginal, tenant farmers, oral lessees, etc. into the fold
of institutional credit. Joint Liability Groups (JLGs) have been promoted
by NABARD.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued directions for Relief Measures
to be provided by respective lending institutions in areas affected by
natural calamities which, inter alia, include restructuring/rescheduling
of existing crop loans and term loans, extending fresh loans, relaxed
security and margin norms, moratorium, etc. These directions have
been so designed that the moment calamity is declared by the concerned
District Authorities, they are automatically set in motion without any
intervention, thus saving precious time. The benchmark for initiating
relief measures by banks has been reduced from 50% to 33% crop loss
in line with the National Disaster Management Framework. Banks have
been advised not to insist for additional collateral security for
restructured loans.

Interest Subvention Scheme: With a view to ensuring availability of
agriculture credit (including loans taken against KCC) at a reduced rate
of interest to farmers, the Government of India had introduced an
Interest Subvention Scheme for short term crop loans up to ¥ 3.00
lakh. The scheme is implemented through Public Sector Banks, Regional
Rural Banks, Cooperatives Banks including PACs and Private Sector
Banks. Under the scheme, 2 per cent interest subvention is provided
to all farmers and an additional 3 per cent incentive is given for prompt
repayment of loan reducing the effective cost of loan to 4 per cent per
annum on timely repayment. The benefit of interest subvention is
extended for a period of up to six months (post- harvest) to small and
marginal farmers having Kisan Credit Card on loan against negotiable
warehouse receipts to prevent distress sale of produce. The benefit of
Interest Subvention has also been extended to Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries farmers on loans for working capital under KCC upto 2 lakh.

The Central Government had launched on 24th February, 2019, a new
Central Sector Scheme, namely, the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) with a view to provide income support to the
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farmers' families holding cultivable land (subject to certain exclusions
relating to higher income groups) to enable them to take care of
expenses related to agriculture and allied activities as well as domestic
needs so as to protect them from falling in debt trap for meeting such
expenses and ensure their continuance in the farming activities. Under
the Scheme, a financial benefit of ¥ 6000/- per year is provided, in three
4-monthly installments of ¥ 2000/- each, to the farmer families.

(b) (i) This data is not maintained by the Government. However, the agri credit
targets have been substantially enhanced from ¥ 9 lakh crore in 2016-17 to ¥ 13.5 lakh
crore in 2019-20 with a view to ensure availability of adequate concessional credit to
farmers from formal financial institutions. These targets have been consistently surpassed
year on year as per the information given in the table below:-

(Amount in ¥ Crore)

Year Target Achievement
2016-17 9,00,000 10,65,755.67
2017-18 10,00,000 11,68,502.84
2018-19 11,00,000 12,56,829.62
2019-20 13,50,000 6,96,925.16

(As on 30.09.2019)

(i) To facilitate easy access to institutional credit through Kisan Credit Card,
processing Fee, inspection charges and folio and documentation charges
have been totally waived off for agri loans upto ¥ 3 lakhs under KCC.
Instructions have been issued to all banks to issue the Kisan Credit Card
within 14 days from receipt of complete application. A standard Common
application form has been designed to remove any ambiguity.

(c) The State Governments have their co-operative credit hierarchy from village
to apex level which includes PACS, District Central Cooperative Banks (DCCBs) and
State Co-operative Bank. Among these DCCBs and SCBs are banking institutions which
are already involved in rural agricultural lending to the farmers. Further co-operative
banks are member driven institutions formed by members wherein banking license is
to be granted by RBI and registration is granted by Registrar of Co-operative Societies
for State level co-operative banks and by Central Registrar of Co-operative Societies
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for multi-State co-operative banks. There are 33 State Cooperative Banks, 363 Districts
Central Cooperative Banks and 95,595 Primary Agriculture Credit Societies operating in
the country.

(d) The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) under the Ministry of Home
Affairs compiles and disseminates information on suicides in its publication titled
‘Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India" (ADSI). The report on suicides for the year
2015 and 2016 are available on the website. During the year 2015 a total of 12,602
persons involved in farming sector (consisting of 8,007 farmers/cultivators and 4,595
agricultural labourers) committed suicide. During the year 2016 a total of 11,379 persons
involved in farming sector (consisting of 6,270 farmers/cultivators and 5,109 agricultural
labourers) committed suicide. As per ADSI, 2015, the farmer's suicide due to bankruptcy
and indebtedness is 3097. Reports for the years 2017 and onward are not published.
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