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Disease resistant variety of poppy by CIMAP

T302. SHRIMATT KANTA KARDAM: Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether scientists of Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants
(CIMAP), Lucknow have developed a disease resistant variety of poppy which vields

various tvpes of straw and seeds and has been granted US patent for it;

(b) if so, the details of its usage along with salient features of new poppy plant;

and
(¢) whether the benefits of US patent are secured for 1t?

THE MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR. HARSH VARDHAN):
(a) Yes, Sir. CSIR - Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CIMAP) has
developed a disease resistant variety of poppy and Patent Grant date is March 18, 2003
vide TS Patent No.: US6, 534, 696 Bl.

(b) The poppy variety "Rakshit" is resistant to downy mildew (disease rating
1.2 on 0-9 scale), and tolerant to both damping off and collar rot diseases as compared
to all the released varieties (Sanchita, Vivek, Shubhra, Jawahar-16, Shyama and Shweta
broad) which are susceptible or highly susceptible to all the above mentioned diseases.
Leafl margins of the new variety "Rakshit" are medium fringed as compared to medium
broad leaf margins of Sanchita, Vivek, Jawahar-16, Shyama and Shweta broad. The
variety Rakshit also recorded significantly high seed and straw yield {12.59 and 9.55
g/ha., respectively, as compared to 9.09 and 7.89 g/ha. in the variety Shubhra).

(c) Benefits of the patent are secured for a period of 20 years from the date of
filing (29.03.2000). The variety is being used in breeding programs for the development

of more high yielding varieties of opium poppy resistant to important diseases.

Fishing zone information through ISRO

303. SHRIMAIJEED MEMON: Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) is
helping in providing information to fishermen about prospective fishing zones through

their satellites;

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.





