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Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), is targeted to provide Broadband connectivity
to all the 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats (GPs) in the country.

BharatNet is a project under Digital India campaign to provide broadband
connectivity to all rural areas of the country whereas the National Broadband Mission
aims to fast track growth of digital communications, infrastructure, bridge the digital
divide for digital empowerment and inclusion, provide affordable and universal access
of broadband for all.

Voluntary Retirement Scheme in BSNL

1607. DR. BANDA PRAKASH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has commenced the Voluntary Retirement Scheme in
respect of Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) employees;

(b) if so, the number of employees applied for VRS and the Total number of
targeted employees proposed to be given VRS and whether this VRS will be more
profitable and increase efficiency in BSNL and the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI DHOTRE SANJAY SHAMRAO): (a) to (c) The Cabinet in the meeting held on
23.10.2019 approved the revival plan for Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) which
inter-alia includes, reduction in staff cost through a Voluntary Retirement Scheme
(VRS) for the employees of age 50 years and above.

The VRS was offered by BSNL to its employees on 04.11.2019. The scheme was
closed on 03.12.2019. After the closure of the scheme, 78,569 employees of BSNL opted
for the VRS. All VRS optees have retired voluntarily on 31.01.2020. BSNL has informed
that the VRS scheme will help in reduction in wage bill of the company by 50%.

Accessibility to internet facilities

†1608. SHRIMATI KANTA KARDAM: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

(a) the details of percentage of people having access to computer and internet

facilities in the country, including Uttar Pradesh;

†Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) whether Government proposes to provide affordable computers to the people

in order to bridge the digital divide in the country;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the action taken in this regard, so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS

(SHRI DHOTRE SANJAY SHAMRAO): (a) As per "The Indian Telecom Services

Performance Indicators", report released by Telecom Regulatory Authority of India

(TRAI) on 08th January, 2020 for the period July-September, 2019, there were Total

687.62 million internet subscribers in the country. The Service Area wise Rural/Urban

subscriber-base of Internet including Uttar Pradesh in India as on 30th September, 2019

is given in Statement (See below).

Further, National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) had conducted survey on

"Household Social Consumption on Education" during its 75th round (July 2017-June

2018). Survey results show that 10.7 percent of households have computers.

(b) to (d) There is no such proposal under consideration in the Department as

on date.

Statement

Service Area-wise Rural/Urban subscriber base of Internet as on
30th September, 2019

(Subscribers in Millions)

Telecom Service Narrowband Broadband Total
Area (September 2019)

Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Andhra Pradesh 2.33 2.25 19.21 30.01 21.54 32.26

Assam 0.67 0.61 5.90 5.85 6.57 6.46

Bihar 3.69 1.56 21.68 16.96 25.37 18.52

Delhi 0.20 2.61 0.54 35.18 0.74 37.79

Gujarat 1.18 1.43 10.86 29.13 12.05 30.56
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Haryana 0.55 0.61 5.61 9.26 6.16 9.87

Himachal Pradesh 0.26 0.19 3.16 2.00 3.41 2.19

Jammu and Kashmir 0.01 0.03 1.69 3.14 1.70 3.17

Karnataka 1.45 1.86 12.87 27.50 14.32 29.36

Kerala 0.79 1.00 9.48 14.70 10.27 15.70

Kolkata 0.18 1.38 1.34 13.94 1.52 15.32

Madhya Pradesh 2.48 2.15 14.58 25.23 17.06 27.38

Maharashtra 2.51 2.62 19.65 32.82 22.16 35.44

Mumbai 0.10 2.39 1.27 25.21 1.37 27.60

North East 0.30 0.34 2.66 4.06 2.96 4.40

Odisha 1.42 0.47 9.09 6.63 10.51 7.10

Punjab 0.70 0.97 6.68 16.34 7.38 17.31

Rajasthan 2.07 1.56 15.16 20.42 17.23 21.98

Tamil Nadu 1.54 2.54 11.94 32.44 13.49 34.97

Uttar Pradesh (East) 3.77 2.19 20.14 23.40 23.91 25.60

Uttar Pradesh (West) 1.96 1.64 11.27 19.75 13.23 21.39

West Bengal 2.46 1.18 12.23 14.44 14.70 15.62

GRAND TOTAL 30.63 31.57 217.01 408.42 247.63 439.99

62.20 625.42 687.62

Utilisation of funds under CSR

1609. SHRI SANJAY SETH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether the Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and agencies under the

administrative control of the Ministry have utilised any funds under the Corporate

Social Responsibility (CSR);


