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LT. GEN. (DR.) D.P. VATS (RETD.): Sir, through you, | would like to ask the hon.
Minister what has been done about the aspirational district of Mewat in Haryana vis-
a-vis CSR Funds invested in that.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This question is related to Karnataka. If the Minister
wants, he can reply.

RAO INDERJIT SINGH: Mewat falls in my Constituency. ...(Interruptions)... So,
I have information on that. Out of the CSR funding, Mewat secured ¥ 4.33 crores over
the last one year. The number of CPSEs which have been requested to provide funds
to the district administration are HPCL, RITES Ltd., BPCL, Steel Authority of India,
Indian Oil Corporation, NMDC Ltd., etc. | think they are trying to do their best to get
some money from CSR as well.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No. 47. Shri Sanjay Raut.

Dues pending with Reliance Jio for using BSNL's/MTNL's infrastructure

*47. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased
to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Reliance Jio is the biggest mobile tower client for
BSNL and MTNL;

(b) if so, how much amount have been received from Reliance Jio for using
BSNL and MTNL's infrastructure and services in the country since last three years;

(¢) how much of dues are pending with Reliance Jio and the steps taken by
Government to recover the pending amount; and

(d) how much of fixed income have been transferred from BSNL/MTNL to
Reliance Jio during the last three years and reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS, (SHRI
DHOTRE SANJAY SHAMRADO): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(@ Pursuant to policy formulated by the Government to permit sharing of
infrastructure by Telecom Service Providers (TSPs), Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) are also monetising their
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tower assets by permitting sharing of their towers with other TSPs. Accordingly, some
of their towers, apart from being used by BSNL and MTNL are also leased to other
TSPs viz. Reliance Jio, Vodafone Idea and Bharti Airtel etc. Similarly, BSNL and MTNL
are also using towers taken on rent from other telecom and infrastructure service
providers.

Out of 13146 mobile towers shared by BSNL, 8363, 2779 and 1782 mobile towers
have been shared with Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea respectively. Out
of 402 mobile towers shared by MTNL, 137, 100 and 165 mobile towers have been
shared with Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea respectively.

(b)  Amount received from Reliance Jio since last three years for using BSNL's/
MTNL's infrastructure and services is as under:

Financial Year Amount received from Reliance Jio by
BSNL MTNL
2016-17 17181 1049
2017-18 472.80 11.02
2018-19 678.38 1759
2019-20 (up to December, 2019) 402.28 7.74

() BSNL and MTNL have informed that ¥ 167.97 crore and ¥ 11.62 crore
respectively are outstanding from Reliance Jio. To recover the outstanding dues, matter
is being regularly pursued by both BSNL and MTNL.

(d) No fixed income has been transferred from BSNL/MTNL to Reliance Jio.
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SHRI MANISH GUPTA: Sir, through you, | would like to request the Minister to
clarify certain issues. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI MANISH GUPTA: Sir, the 5G spectrum allocation is on the anvil. | want to
tell the Minister that BSNL is still having only 2G and 3G networks. Is there a scheme
or a proposal or a plan to upgrade the BSNL network to 4G or 5G?
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SHRI ANIL DESAI: Sir, recently, a big number of employees from BSNL and
MTNL which ran into thousands, nearly a lakh of employees, were made to take VRS
due to compulsions; the basic reason was the deterioration of the financial health of
the company. May | know from the Minister, through you, Sir, whether the huge
infrastructure, the assets which were created by BSNL and MTNL were monetised in
this process to pay the bill?

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, this question was basically upon the tower-
sharing. But the esteemed hon. Members are going into the realm of all the questions.
He is right, Sir. Revival package also contains the core of optimum use of assets of the
BSNL and MTNL. They have got the land, they have got the buildings, and they have
got other properties. Therefore, appropriate asset monetisation and recovering of fiscal
return from thereof is forming a part of this whole rehabilitation and revival package.
I want to assure you that in your city of Mumbai, in Delhi and in other places, there
are lands and there are other assets. We shall be properly using it for optimum use.
I want to assure this House.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Question No. 48.

Decrease in sale of Post Cards, Inland Letters etc.

*48. SHRI A. VIJAYAKUMAR: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether the sale of Post Cards, Inland Letters, etc. has decreased in recent
years;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) whether there is any dedicated aircraft for Postal Department; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS, (SHRI
DHOTRE SANJAY SHAMRAO): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(@ Post Cards, Inland Letters are traditional services being offered by the
Department of Posts to its customers. These services demonstrate the commitment of
the Department to offer economical services to the common man. The cost incurred on
the Post card is ¥ 12.98/- per piece. However, it is priced at ¥ 0.50/- per piece for
affordable communication by the common man and other customers. Similarly, most of
the mail services are also subsidized. Inspite of the proliferation of technological means
of communications in the country, the Post Cards and Inland Letter Cards retain its
popularity amongst the people. However, the demand for these services fluctuates from
time to time. The Department also offers other services including Registered Letter
services, Speed Post Letter services etc. Most of the services including Speed Post,
Registered Post etc. have shown an increasing trend during the period.



