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Monitoring of prices of essential commodities

*72. SHRI A. MOHAMMEDJAN: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,

FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is keeping a close watch on the prices

of all essential commodities;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether it is also a fact that Government would take action at appropriate

time when the prices of essential items go up?

THE MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

(SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) The Price Monitoring Division (PMD) in the Department monitors retail

and wholesale prices of 22 essential food commodities from 114 price reporting centres

across the country. The items covered include rice, wheat, atta, gram dal, arhar dal,

moong dal, urad dal, masoor dal, tea, sugar, salt, vanaspati, groundnut oil, mustard oil,

milk, soya oil, palm oil, sunflower oil, gur, potato, onion and tomato. Based on the

information provided by the reporting centres, prices of these items are brought out

daily by the PMD. These commodity prices are available on the website of the Department

which is updated daily.

These prices and availability situation of essential commodities is regularly reviewed

at the highest level including at the level of Ministers, Committee of Secretaries, Inter

Ministerial Committee, Price Stabilization Fund Management Committee and other

Departmental level review meetings. Based on the deliberations, Government takes

various measures from time to time to stabilize prices of essential food items which,

inter-alia, include appropriately utilizing trade and fiscal policy instruments like import

duty, Minimum Export Price, export restrictions, imposition of stock limits and advising

States for effective action against hoarders & black marketers etc. to regulate domestic

availability and moderate prices. Besides, Government also utilises the buffer agri-

horticultural commodities like pulses, onion, etc. built under Price Stabilization Fund

(PSF) to help moderate the volatility in prices.

Oral Answers to Questions
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SHRI A. MOHAMMEDJAN: Sir, market intervention by the Government is always

required, but we should see to it that it is not harmed in any way. For example, the

Government purchased 14,000 tonnes of onion recently from abroad when domestic

prices skyrocketed. But the reality was that no State was willing to lift the imported

onion.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please be brief. Time is almost over.

SHRI A. MOHAMMEDJAN: Due to this, several tonnes of onion rotted and a lot

more are lying at ports.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please be brief.

SHRI A. MOHAMMEDJAN: Therefore, is the Government considering factoring

in this aspect in future before ordering any item for the purpose of market intervention?

ÁÖß ¸üÖ´Ö×¾Ö»ÖÖÃÖ ¯ÖÖÃÖ¾ÖÖ®Ö: ´ÖÖ®Ö®ÖßμÖ ˆ¯ÖÃÖ³ÖÖ¯Ö×ŸÖ •Öß, Æü´ÖÖ ȩ̂ü ÃÖÖ´Ö®Öê ×¤üŒÛúŸÖ μÖÆü Æüî ×Ûú •Ö²Ö ¯μÖÖ•Ö

ÛúÖ ¤üÖ´Ö ²ÖœÍ®Öê »ÖÝÖŸÖÖ Æüî ×Ûú ŸÖÖê ˆÃÖ ¯Ö¸ü Æü»»ÖÖ ÆüÖêŸÖÖ Æüî… Ûú»Ö ¤üæÃÖ ȩ̂ü ÃÖ¤ü®Ö ´ÖêÓ ´ÖÖ®Ö®ÖßμÖ ÃÖ¤üÃμÖÖêÓ

®Öê ÛúÆüÖ ×Ûú ®ÖÖ×ÃÖÛú ´ÖêÓ ¯μÖÖ•Ö 4 ¹ú¯ÖμÖê, 5 ¹ú¯ÖμÖê ×Ûú»ÖÖê ×²ÖÛú ¸üÆüÖ Æüî… •Ö²Ö ¤üÖ´Ö ²ÖœÍ®Öê »ÖÝÖê ŸÖÖê Æü´Ö

²ÖÆüãŸÖ ‡´¯ÖÖê™üÔ Ûú¸ü®ÖÖ “ÖÖÆüŸÖê £Öê, »Öê×Ûú®Ö μÖÆü ÃÖÓμÖÖêÝÖ ÃÖê ²ÖÖÆü¸ü ³Öß ®ÖÆüßÓ £ÖÖ ŸÖÖê ³Öß Æü´Ö »ÖÖêÝÖÖêÓ ®Öê ‡´¯ÖÖê™üÔ

×ÛúμÖÖ… ²Ö›Íß ´ÖÖ¡ÖÖ ´ÖêÓ μÖÆüÖÓ ¯μÖÖ•Ö ¯ÖÆüãÓ“Ö “ÖãÛúÖ Æüî, »Öê×Ûú®Ö ×¤üŒÛúŸÖ ‡ÃÖ ²ÖÖŸÖ Ûúß Æüî ×Ûú ÃÖ¯ÖÖê•ÌÖ ¾ÖÆü

¯μÖÖ•Ö Æü´Ö®Öê 4 Æü•ÖÖ¸ü ™ü®Ö ×®ÖμÖÖÔŸÖ ×ÛúμÖÖ, ‡ÃÖ ¯Ö¸ü Ã™êü™üËÃÖ ÃÖê •ÖÖê ²ÖÖŸÖ“ÖßŸÖ Æüã‡Ô ŸÖÖê Ã™êü™üËÃÖ Ûúã»Ö ×´Ö»ÖÖÛú¸ü

16 ÃÖÖîü ™ü®Ö ¯μÖÖ•Ö »Öê®Öê Ûêú ×»Ö‹ ŸÖîμÖÖ¸ü Æüã‡Ô ÆüîÓ… ‹Ûú ŸÖ¸ü±ú ›ü¸ü »ÖÝÖŸÖÖ Æüî ×Ûú ¯μÖÖ•Ö ®ÖÆüßÓ Æüî ŸÖÖê

´ÖÖÛêúÔ™ü ´ÖêÓ Æü»»ÖÖ ÆüÖêŸÖÖ Æüî †Öî̧ ü μÖ×¤ü ¯μÖÖ•Ö ‹ŒÃ™ÒÖ ÆüÖê •ÖÖ‹ ŸÖÖê μÖÆü ÛúÖê‡Ô ÝÖêÆüæÓ μÖÖ “ÖÖ¾Ö»Ö ŸÖÖê Æüî ®ÖÆüßÓ

×Ûú ˆÃÖê •μÖÖ¤üÖ ×¤ü®Ö ŸÖÛú Ã™üÖȩ̂ ü ´ÖêÓ μÖÖ ÝÖÖê¤üÖ´ÖÖêÓ ´ÖêÓ ¸üÜÖÖ •ÖÖ ÃÖÛêú, ‡ÃÖÛêú ÃÖ›Í®Öê ÛúÖ ›ü¸ü ³Öß ¸üÆüŸÖÖ

Æüî… Æü´ÖÖ ȩ̂ü μÖÆüÖÓ ¯μÖÖ•Ö Ûúß Ûú´Öß ®ÖÆüßÓ Æüî… •Ö²Ö ÃÖ´ÖμÖ †ÖŸÖÖ Æüî ŸÖÖê Æü´Ö ‹ŒÃÖ¯ÖÖê™üÔ ²Öî®Ö Ûú¸ü ¤êüŸÖê ÆüîÓ…

•Ö²Ö ×ÛúÃÖÖ®Ö ÛúÖê ¤üÖ´Ö Ûú´Ö ×´Ö»Ö®Öê »ÖÝÖŸÖÖ Æüî, ŸÖÖê ×±ú¸ü Æü´Ö ˆÃÖÛúÖê ¾ÖÖ¯ÖÃÖ ³Öß »ÖêŸÖê ÆüîÓ… ‡ÃÖ ŸÖ¸üÆü

ÃÖê μÖÆü Æü´ÖÖ¸üÖ ×¾ÖÛêú™ü †Öî̧ ü ¸ü®Ö ÛúÖ ´ÖÖ´Ö»ÖÖ “Ö»ÖŸÖÖ ¸üÆüŸÖÖ Æüî…

SHRI A. MOHAMMEDJAN: Sir, ...(Interruptions)...

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS

Gauge conversion at Nirmali-Sarayagarh rail line

†*71. SHRI RAM NATH THAKUR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:
†Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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