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Damage of crops due to locust attack

*63. DR. ANIL AGRAWAL.: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that locusts have damaged crops across the country
during the last two years and till now, if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

(b) the State-wise details of Total loss of crops due to attack of locusts during

the last two years; and

(c) the compensation paid by Government to the affected farmers whose crops
have been damaged?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI KAILASH CHOUDHARY): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid
on the Table of the House.

Statement
(a) and (b) During financial year 2018-19, there was no locust attack in India.

During financial year 2019-20, Gujarat State Government has reported that locust
has damaged crops and the Total estimated damaged crop area is 18,727 hectares, out

of which damage of 33% and more is estimated in 13,881 hectares.
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Rajasthan State Government has reported that the Total affected area due to
locust attack during 2019-20 in the State is 1,49,821 hectares, out of which Total
damaged crop area of 33% and more is 1,34,959 hectares.

Punjab State Government has reported that a small/little group of locust adults
were spotted in few patches, which have been adequately dealt with. Till date no loss
to any crop has been reported in this Rabi season 2019-20.

Haryana State Government has reported that in January, 2020, the Locust appeared
in Rajasthan adjoining villages of Sirsa district. No damage of crops has been reported.

(c) State Government of Gujarat has reported that, they have done the primary
assessment of the crop losses due to locust attack. Relief package is announced where
crop loss is 33% and more for paying relief to the farmers of affected districts in the
State. Assistance of ¥13,500/- per hectare from State Disaster Response Fund and
additional ¥5000/- per hectare from State budget will be provided for maximum up to
2 hectares to affected farmers. Total provision for this relief package is ¥ 32.76 crore
for approximate 11,230 farmers. The payment to the affected farmers is in progress.

State Government of Rajasthan has reported that Girdavari (assessment by Revenue
Department) of crop have been conducted by State Government about damage occurred
due to locust attack. A Total budget of ¥ 90.20 crore has been allotted under State
Disaster Response Fund for payment to farmers. Out of this, ¥ 86.21 crore has been
paid to 54,150 farmers.
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SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, the most effective and readily
available way to counter the locust swarms is to use the lethal pesticides, such as,
organophosphate, OPS, which eventually leach into the desert water bodies as well as
the next crop. Therefore, what steps the Government is taking to find out and implement

other viable ways to counter the locust attack?
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Q.No. 64. The questioner is not present. Any

supplementaries?

Global challenges in the manufacturing
and service sectors

*64. DR.PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the present environment of competitiveness in
manufacturing and service sectors have to undergo a basic paradigm shift to meet the
global challenges being faced by Indian exporters;

(b)  whether Government proposes to implement the remaining recommendations
of the Baba Kalyani report on Special Economic Zones (SEZs) to facilitate Ease of
Doing Business; and



