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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI PRAHALAD
SINGH PATEL): (a) to (d) Pursuant to the Budget Announcement of 2019-20 the
Ministry has initiated the work on the development of the seventeen iconic tourist sites
in India. Ministry has identified 17 sites for development as Iconic Tourism Sites
namely Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri (Uttar Pradesh), Ajanta & Ellora (Maharashtra),
Humayun's Tomb, Red Fort and Qutub Minar (Delhi), Colva (Goa), Amer Fort (Rajasthan),
Somnath and Dholavira (Gujarat), Khajuraho (Madhya Pradesh), Hampi (Karnataka),
Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu), Kaziranga (Assam), Kumarakom (Kerala) and Mahabodhi
Temple (Bihar). The Ministry shall be developing the Iconic Tourist Sites in collaboration
with the Central Ministries, State Governments and Local Bodies, in a holistic manner.

The Ministry of Tourism has appointed consultants for developing the Masterplan
and shelf of projects for 17 sites. The consultants have submitted the draft reports and
the Ministry has requested the Ministry of Finance for holding the Expenditure Finance
Committee meeting for approving the scheme. Work on the development of sites will
commence after completion of all procedures and formalities

The selection of sites has been carried out on the basis of existing footfall,
regional distribution, potential for development and ease of implementation. The Ministry
envisages to develop destinations taken up for development under the scheme as
benchmark tourism destinations and later replicate it at other destinations taking into
account the learnings derived from its implementation.

Promotion of tourism in the country

†1109. SHRIMATI KANTA KARDAM: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to chalk out any specific plan for promoting
tourism in the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the funds allocated for the same; and

(d) by when it is likely to be implemented?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI PRAHALAD
SINGH PATEL): (a) to (d) Ministry of Tourism undertakes promotional activities in
domestic and international markets through its schemes of 'Domestic Promotion and

†Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Publicity including Hospitality (DPPH)' and Overseas Promotion and Publicity Including
Market Development Assistance (OPMD). Under these schemes, Ministry of Tourism
promotes India as a holistic destination under the Incredible India brand-line. As part
of its on-going activities, the Ministry releases print, electronic, online and outdoor
media campaigns in the international and domestic markets, to promote various tourism
destinations and products of the country. In addition, the Ministry of Tourism under
its schemes of Swadesh Darshan, PRASHAD and Assistance to Central Agencies
provides Central Financial Assistance to State Governments/UT Administrations/Central
Agencies for development of tourism infrastructure in the country.

The Funds allocated under the DPPH Head for 2017-18, 2018-19, and during the
current Financial Year 2019-20 are as under:–

(` in crore)

Sl. No. Financial Year BE RE

1. 2017-2018 110.00 90.00

2. 2018-2019 135.00 127.40

3. 2019-2020 129.50 100.00

Renovation and beautification of Varanasi Ghats

1110. SHRI HARSHVARDHAN SINGH DUNGARPUR: Will the Minister of
TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government had sanctioned any tourism project for the renovation
and beautification of Varanasi Ghats in Uttar Pradesh;

(b) if so, the details thereof, indicating the funds sanctioned and utilisation
reported thereunder;

(c) whether Government has sanctioned more funds for fixing of these ghats;

(d) if so, the details thereof, including funds released so far; and

(e) the time by which the said work is likely to be completed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI PRAHALAD

SINGH PATEL): (a) to (e) Ministry of Tourism under its ongoing schemes viz, "Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD)" and "Assistance


