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country to increase the production and productivity of rice, wheat, pulses,
coarse cereals and nutri-cereals (millets) through area expansion and
productivity enhancement. During the year 2018-19, 3,42,188 number of

farmers were trained.

{v) Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH), a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme 1s being implemented for holistic growth of the horticulture
sector covering fruits, vegetables, root and tuber crops, mushrooms, spices,
flowers, aromatic plants, coconut, cashew, cocoa and bamboo. All States
and UTs are covered under MIDH. During 2018-19, 1,91,086 number of

farmers were trained.

{(viy In addition to the above, training of farmers is an inbuilt component under
Sub-Mission on Plan Protection and Plant Quarantine. Farmer Field Schools
are conducted for promoting Integrated Pest Management among farmers.

During the vear 2018-19, 712 FFSs were organized under the scheme.
Supply of quality seeds to farmers
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Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to

state:

{a) the major problems of agriculturists in the country and the measures taken

by Government to resolve those problems;
{b) the average holding of farmers in the country;

{c) the action taken to educate small farmers about the benefits of co-operative

farming;

{d) whether quality seeds are out of reach of majority of farmers, especially

small and marginal farmers, mainly because of their exorbitant prices; and

{e) if so, the measures taken to provide quality seeds to small and marginal

farmers at fair price?
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(SHRI NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR): (a) Agriculture being a State subject, the State
Governments take appropriate measures for development of agriculture in the State.
However, Government of India supplements the efforts of States through appropriate
policy measures and budgetary support. The Government of India supplements the
efforts of the State Governments through various schemes/ programmes. The various
schemes/ programmes of the Government of India are meant for the welfare of farmers
by increasing production, remunerative returns and income support to farmers. A list
of various initiatives taken by the Government are given in the Statement. [Refer to the
Statement appended to the answer to USQ No. 2255 Part (a) and (b)]. All these steps

of the Government of India are for the welfare of the farmers of the country.

(b)  As per the Agriculture Census 2015-16 result, the average size of operational
holding in the country is 1.08 hectare.

(¢) Government has been laying special emphasis on dissemination of information
and knowledge transfer to the farmers through a series of initiatives like Extension
Reforms, Mass Media Support to Agricultural Extension, Kisan Call Centers,
Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centers, Exhibitions/ Fairs etc. Further, a network of
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) has been established by India Council of Agricultural
Research to facilitate farmer's access to knowledge and information generated by

Agricultural Universities and ICAR Institutes of the country.

(d) and (e) As agriculture being a State subject, the role of the State Government
1s critical in the planning, production, availability and distribution of seed to the
tarmers. The Government of India supplements the efforts of the State Governments by
coordinating with them to meet their seed requirement through Zonal Seed Review
Meetings (ZSRM), by Weekly Video Conference and by National Kharif and Rabi
Campaigns. National Seed Corporation and State Seeds Corporations (S3Cs) play an
important role in production and distribution of certified seed. NSC also takes up Test
Stock Multiplication, which is an important function in release and popularization of

new varieties.

As reported by the States during the ZSRM there is sufficient quantity of
certified/quality seed 1s available in the country in last three year from 2017-18 to 2019-

20 against the Total requirement of the country. The details are as under:
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Otv. in Lakh Quintals

Year Requirement Availability
2017-18 37138 41941
2018-19 35355 398.87
201920 38731 43101

As far as fixation of prices of seed is concerned:

Government of India ensures fixation of uniform breeder seed price for
minimization of the seed production cost in case of foundation and certified
seed. The details of uniform sale price of breeder seed of agriculture crops

is given in the Statement (See below).

Regarding fixation of price of foundation, certified and quality seeds is
concerned the State Agriculture Departments, NSC, SSCs and other Central/
State Seed Producing Agencies fix seed price of foundation, certified and

quality seeds as per their own policy.

Other measures taken up by Government of India to provide good quality seed

to farmers of the country:

(@)

(b)

To upgrade the quality of farmer's saved seed, Seed Village Programme
component 1s being implemented under SMSP. Under this component a
financial assistance for distribution of Foundation/Certified Seed from 50 to
60% of seed cost 1s provided to farmers by implementing agency of concerned

state.

To encourage the farmers for taking up seed production of Pulses, Oilseeds,
Fodder and Green Manure crops for making available required quantity of
certified seed a component called Certified Seeds Production through Seed
Village (CSP) 1s being implemented under SMSP. The financial assistance
under this component 1s 75% of seed cost for distribution of Foundation/

Certified seed to farmers by implementing agency of concerned State.
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Statement

Uniform Sale Price of Breeder Seed for the year 2018-19 from 1.9.2018 onwards

Sl No. Crop/ Type Price (/L)
1 2 3
L. Wheat

Varieties (Bread wheat) 6520

Durum/Dicoccum 7295

Desi Wheat 7295
2. Barley

Barley 7050

Malt Barley 7900
3 Gram (Kabulf) 17050

Gram (Dest) 12400
4 Lentil 14650
5. Peas 8660
6. Rajmash 13800
7 Mustard
8. HybridMustard

A line 34500

B and R Line 16100

Varieties 12900
9 Toria 12100
10. Taramira 12100
11. Safflower

Hybrid

A Line 29000

B and R Line 12650

Varieties 9500
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1 2 3
12. Linseed 70
13. Lucerne 53500
14, Berseem 44900
15. Oat 7250
16. Paddy

Coarse 6600

Medium 7050

For Pusa-44 FO50

Basmati 11550

Hybnid

A lLine 46000

B and R Line 9200
17. Maize

Inbred lines 33800

Varieties & Comoosites 6900
18. Sorghum

Hybnid

ALme 33300

B and R Line 23000

Varieties & Composites 11200
19. Bajra (Pearl Millet)

Hvbrid

A line 52900

B and R Line 18400

Varieties and composites 13800
20, Small Millets

Finger Millet (Ragi) 6200
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1 2 3

Foxtail Millet

Kodo Millet 5200

Proso Millet 5200

Little Millet 5200
21. Groundnut 15500
2. Soybean 11625
23 Sesamum 23250
24. Niger 13800
25. Sunflower

Hybrid

A Line 71300

B and R Line 34500

Varieties 15500
26. Castor

Hybrid

A Line 69000

B and R Line 25300

Varieties 14650
27. Moong 20700
28. Urd (Blackgram) 20700
29 Arhar (Pigeonpea)

Hybrid

A Line 29900

B and R Line 20700

Varieties 19000
30. Cowpea 12950
31. Moth 14650
32 Horsegram 6900




236 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

1 2 3
33 Jute 21830
34 Sunhemp 10350
35 Mesta 10350
36, Cotton

Hybrid:

Female Parent 126500

Male Parent 126500

Varieties 25850

G. hirsutam 29300

G.barbadens 29300

Hybrid:

A Lmne 133000

R and B Line 133000
37 Guar 20700
38. Teosinite 4300
39, Cowpea 12900
40, Maize 6900
41. Jowar Single Cut: 13800

Multi Cut: 20700
42. Bajra 12900
43, Dhaincha 8600

Promotion of organic farming
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Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to

state:



