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meetings with all related Ministries / Departments such as Health, Defence, External

Affairs, Civil Aviation, Home, Textiles, Pharmaceuticals, Commerce.

WV Central Government has engaged all the State Governments, on a continuous
basis, in efforts for management of COVID-19. Cabinet Secretary has also taken
meetings with State Chief Secretaries. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is
constantly reviewing the evolving scenario. Series of Video Conferences have
been held with Chief Secretaries and also with Secretaries, Health of the States
/ UTs.

VI Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) has been geared up to track
and follow up passengers coming from the affected countries particularly China,
Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Nepal, Japan,
South Korea, Iran and Italy. Government have made arrangements for testing of
samples at the National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune and 14 other Viral
Research & Diagnostics Laboratories (VRDLs) of the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) in different parts of the Country. Adequate laboratory reagents
are available to test samples. Sufficient stock of Personal Protective Equipments
(PPE) 1s maintained. A 24x7 Control Room has been activated. Rapid Response
Teams (RRTs) of the States /UTs have already been trained in management of
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) outbreak and Ebola

Virus Disease.

VI The Joint Monitoring Group (JMG) under the Chairmanship of DGHS has held
series of meetings to assess the risk and review the preparedness and response
mechanisms to manage any case that might get imported to India. WHO, being
represented in the IMG is providing Ministry with regular updates and technical

mformation.

VIII. Senior officers of the Ministry of Health & family Welfare have been deputed to
visit States / UTs to review the management of COVID-19 in each State / UT.

IX. Press releases are being 1ssued on regular basis. Information about travel advisory

and other pertinent issues 1s also being shared on social media.
Government is monitoring the situation closely.

Selling of carcinogenic drugs

2673. DR. ASHOK BATPAT: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
be pleased to state:
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(a) whether some drugs are in use in the country which are known to be

carcinogenic elsewhere;
(b) if so, the reasons for such drugs in use in India;

(¢) whether Govemment 1s contemplating to ban such drugs in India too, in

future; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY): (a) to (d) There were reports in other
countries regarding the presence of a nitrosoamine impurity called N-Nitrodimethylamine

(NDMA) in certain drugs which is classified as a probable human carcinogen.

Following the reports, Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO)
under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare asked the State Drug Controllers to
nstruct the manufacturers of Ranitidine API & formulations to verify/test their products
and take appropriate measures to ensure patient safety. CDSCO had also instructed

zonal offices for drawing of samples for testing the level of NDMA impurity in ranitidine.

World Health Organisation has also published Information Note dated 20.11.2019
regarding Nitrosamine impurities in certain drugs including ramtidine. In the said
'Information Note' WHO has mentioned the details of nitrosamine impurity, toxicity, test

methods, regulatory action taken in various countries etc. w.r.t. Rantidine.

Considering various aspects, WHO has recommended for certain measures to

control such impurity.

CDSCO has accordingly forwarded a copy of the WHO Information Note to all
the State / UT Drug Controllers.

Reservation in medical colleges

2674. SHRI HARSHVARDHAN SINGH DUNGARPUR: Will the Minister of HEATTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

() whether it 1s a fact that reservation quota for admission in the medical

colleges of Maharashtra for OBC students has been reduced;



