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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS

Protection of handloom weavers in Tamil Nadu

*279. SHRI P. WILSON: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any steps to protect the handloom weavers

in Tamil Nadu; and

(b) whether Government is taking any steps to supply free electricity for the

handloom weavers in Tamil Nadu?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) Ministry

of Textiles through Office of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms is

implementing the following schemes for overall development of handloom sector and

welfare of weavers across the country including the State of Tamil Nadu:–

1. National Handloom Development Programme (NHDP):

(i) Block Level Cluster: Introduced in 2015-16 as one of the components

of National Handloom Development Programme (NHDP). Financial

assistance upto ` 2.00 crore per Block Level Cluster (BLC) is provided

for various interventions such as skill upgradation, Hathkargha

Samvardhan Sahayata, product development, construction of workshed,

design development, setting up of Common Facility Centre (CFC) etc.

Besides, financial assistance upto ` 50.00 lakh is also available for

setting up of one dye house at district level. The proposals are

recommended by the State Government.

Since 2015-16 to 2019-20 (till date), 14 Block Level Clusters have been

sanctioned under NHDP in Tamil Nadu State and ` 16.09 crore has

been released to cover 5663 beneficiaries.

(ii) Handloom Marketing Assistances: In order to provide marketing

platform to the handloom agencies/weavers to sell their products

directly to the consumers, financial assistance is provided to the
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States/eligible handloom agencies for organizing marketing events in

domestic as well as overseas markets.

Since 2014-15 to 2019-20 (till date), 77 Marketing Events have been

sanctioned in Tamil Nadu State and ` 4.06 crore has been released

to cover 1,02,850 beneficiaries.

(iii) Weaver Mudra Scheme: Under the Weaver MUDRA Scheme, credit

at concessional interest rate of 6% is provided to the handloom

weavers. Margin money assistance to a maximum of ` 10.000 per

weaver and credit guarantee for a period of 3 years is also provided.

MUDRA Portal has been developed in association with Punjab

National Bank to cut down delay in disbursement of funds for margin

money and interest subvention.

Since 2014-15 to 2019-20 (upto February, 2020), 118016 loans have been

sanctioned and ` 457.66 crore has been disbursed to the weavers of

Tamil Nadu.

(iv) Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata (HSS): Hathkargha Samvardhan

Sahayata (HSS) was introduced on 1st December, 2016 with an

objective to provide looms/accessories to the weavers to enhance their

earnings through improved productivity and quality of the handloom

products. Under the scheme, 90% of the cost of loom/accessory is

borne by the Government of India while remaining 10% is borne by

the beneficiary.

Under National Handloom Development Programme and

Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme, from 2015-16

to 2019-20 (upto February, 2020), 15,152 weavers have benefitted under

HSS in Tamil Nadu.

(v) "India Handloom" Brand: During the celebration of 7th August, 2015

as National Handloom Day, 'India Handloom' Brand was launched by

Hon'ble Prime Minister for branding of high quality handloom products.

It promotes production of niche handloom products with high quality,

authentic traditional designs with zero defect and zero effect on

environment.
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Since its launch, 164 registrations have been issued in Tamil Nadu and
sale of ` 18.39 crore has been generated (till 01.01.2020).

(vi) E-Commerce: In order to promote e-marketing of handloom products,
a policy frame work was designed and under which any willing
e-commerce platform with good track record can participate in online
marketing of handloom products. Accordingly, 23 e-commerce entities
have been engaged for on-line marketing of handloom products.

A total sales of ` 80.76 crore has been reported through the online
portal across the country including Tamil Nadu so far.

(vii) Marketing Incentive (MI): Assistance towards Marketing Incentive is
provided to eligible State Handloom Corporations, Apex Coop.
Societies, Primary Handloom Weavers Coop. Societies and National
Level Handloom Organizations for preparing conditions, which are
conducive to marketing of handloom products.

Since 2014-15 to 2019-20 (upto till date), `130.81 crore has been
released to Tamil Nadu State.

(viii) Urban Haats are set up in the big towns/metropolitan cities to provide
adequate direct marketing facilities to the craft persons/weavers and
eliminate middle agencies.

02 Urban Haats at Kanyakumari and Mamlapuram in Tamil Nadu have
been sanctioned so far.

2. Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme:

The Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme (CHCDS) is
implemented for development of Mega Handloom Clusters in clearly
identifiable geographical locations covering atleast 15000 handlooms with
the Government of India (GoI) contribution upto ` 40 crore per cluster over
a period of 5 years. Components such as conducting diagnostic study,
corpus for raw material, etc., are fully funded by the Government of India
(GoI) whereas components like lighting units, technological up-gradation of
looms and accessories are 90% funded by the GoI. Other components such

as creation of infrastructure for design studio/marketing complex/garmenting

unit, marketing development, assistance for exports and publicity are 80%

funded by the GoI.
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Two Mega Handloom Clusters viz. Virudhunagar and Trichy have been taken
up for development in Tamil Nadu in 2009-10 and 2014-15 respectively.
` 59.77 crore has been released for implementation of following
interventions:–

(i) Distribution of Technological up-gradation items.

(ii) 38 Block Level Clusters (BLCs).

(iii) 07 Dye Houses.

(iv) Modernization of 12 showrooms.

(v) 02 Design studios.

(vi) 02 Marketing complexes and Marketing event, Publicity, exhibition etc.
activities.

(vii) 02 Souvenir shops.

3. Handloom Weavers' Comprehensive Welfare Scheme:

Weavers Comprehensive Welfare Scheme (HWCWS) is providing life,
accidental and disability insurance coverage under the components Pradhan
Mantri Jivan Bima Yojana (PMJJBY), Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana
(PMSBY) and Converged Mahatma Gandhi Bunkar Bima Yojana (MGBBY).

During 2019-20 (upto 15th February, 2020), 89648 number of weavers have
been enrolled in the State of Tamil Nadu under PMJJBY/PMSBY/MGBBY.

4. Yarn Supply Scheme:

Yarn Supply Scheme is being implemted through National Handloom
Development Corporation in the country to make available all types of yarn
at Mill Gate Price. Under the Scheme, freight is reimbursed and depot
operating charges @ 2% is given to depot operating agencies. Further, 10%
price subsidy is given on cotton, domestic silk, wool and linen hank yarn
with quantity caps.

During the period from 2014-15 to 2019-20 (upto February, 2020), 27.20 crore
kg Yarn of worth ` 6162.25 crore has been supplied in the State of Tamil
Nadu.

5. In order to prevent production of items reserved for exlusive production
on handloom, powerloom inspections are carried out on regular basis.
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During the period form 2014-15 to 2019-20 (January, 2020), 409735 powerloom
inspections were carried out wich resulted in lodging of 464 FIRs and 395
convictions. A sum of ` 5.41 crore has been released to the State
Government of Tamil Nadu for setting up of Enforcement Machinery.

(b) The Government of Tamil Nadu Implemented the scheme for supply of free
electricity upto 100 units (bi-monthly) for Handloom Weavers till 22.05.2016 and further
enhaced free electricity from 100 units to 200 units bi-monthly with effect from
23.05.2016. The Government of Tamil Nadu has sactioned ` 6.41 crore for the Year
2018-19 covering 78,783 handloom households and ` 6.81 crore for the year 2019-20
covering 81,392 handloom households.

In addition, in order to provide alternative of lighting to handloom weavers to
perfrom thair work in night, the Government of India provides financial assistance up
to Rs. 14,500 under National Handloom Development Programme and Comprehensive
Handloom Cluster Development Scheme. The amount is shared 90% by Governemnt
of India and 10% by beneficiaries. During period from 2015-16 to 2019-20 (upto
February, 2020), 639 lighthing units distributed to the handloom weavers of Tamil Nadu.

Boosting textile sector in the country

*280. SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to
state:

(a) the details of achievement made by Government to boost the textile sector
in the country; and

(b) the details of the budget provisions made and the incentives being offered
to handloom sector for the said purpose in the current financial year along with job
opportunities in this sector as well as to increase the textile export of the country?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) With a
view to boost textiles sector in the country as well as for sustaining employment in
the textiles industry Government has initiated two important steps which were part
of Budget Announcement in Lok Sabha on 01.02.2020. These are:–

• Creation of National Technical Textiles Mission with total outlay of ` 1480
crore. Technical textiles are textiles which are used for their functional
properties, rather than for aesthetics or comfort. There are a large varities
of technical textiles some of which are used in important applications such
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