444  Statement by [RAJYA SABHA] the Minister

Demand to set up a Biodiversity Education and Training
Research Institute at Darjeeling

SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI (West Bengal): Sir, as it is well known that
Darjeeling hill region is rich in flora and fauna, tropical, temperate and alpine ecosystem.
The region is rich in diversity of trees, shrubs, climbers, medicinal, aromatic, spice
plants as well as ornamental plants such as orchids, which can have tremendous scope
of commercial plantation for farmers. As we all know, Thailand caters to about 90 per
cent of the Indian market on orchid cut flowers. Since, there is no Indian nursery
capable of cultivating orchids at this scale, Darjeeling hill region is fully capable of
catering to the orchid cut flower market, with little help from the Government. Therefore,
I humbly request the hon. Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change that
a scientific study of the rich diversity of trees, shrubs, climbers, etc., of the region will
fetch fruitful results. Therefore, setting up of a Biodiversity Education and Training
Research Institution in Darjeeling hills will benefit the local population as well as the
nation at large.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The next Special Mention is of Shrimati Kanta Kardam.

Demand to open AIIMS in Meerut District of Uttar Pradesh
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The next Special Mention is of Shri Harnath Singh
Yadav.

Demand to provide information in Hindi/regional languages at airports

and their naming after renowned personalities
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