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Sub-urban rail project for Bengaluru

SHRI G.C. CHANDRASHEKHAR (Karnataka): Sir, in the recent Budget, the Finance
Minister has announced suburban train for Bengaluru and earmarked ¥ 18,600 crore.
For your kind information, the same project by the same Government was announced
three times first during the Budgets 2018-19, 2019-20 and now during 2020-21.

Sir, unfortunately, the Government released ¥1 crore in 2018-19 against ¥ 17,000
crore announced, and 10 crore during 2019-20 against %18,000 crore and now, it has

announced 18,600 crore but there is no Budget allocation so far.

In the month of February, the Minister of State for Railways, who is also from
Karnataka, said that an amount of 31,400 crore is required immediately to kickstart the
project. A DPR was prepared for this project with an estimation of ¥ 12,000 crore in 2013,
but it has become 18,600 crore now. Even now, if we don't start the work seriously,

it will double the cost by the time we implement it.

Sir, as per a global report, Bengaluru has the highest traffic jam in the world and
it is very essential for Bengaluru to implement a suburban train project. Just announcement
will not solve the problem; the Government should release the fund as early as

possible.



24 Matters raised [RAJYA SABHA] with Permission

[Shri G.C. Chandrashekhar]

Sir, both the Minister of State for Railways and the Finance Minister are from
Karnataka. They should act on the project immediately. Bengaluru is a unique city with
12,000 IT companies and it is the world's largest IT cluster. Also, it contributes 38 per
cent of India's Total IT exports. Bengaluru has many Central Government research
establishments like ISRO, NAL, HAL, CPRI, BHEL, BEL, etc. Similarly, the city houses
majority of the Fortune 500 companies like Walmart, Apple, Amazon, JPMorgan Chase,
Citi Group, Intel, Facebook, Twitter, HP, Dell, Airbus, Honeywell, etc.

According to Transport Department, as on July, 2019, 15,72,185 cars and 57,30,388
two-wheelers are registered and a Total of 82,53,218 vehicles are there in Bengaluru.
According to a recent report, Bengaluru has become the world's worst traffic congested
city due to increase in number of vehicles and population; drivers spend an average
71 per cent extra on roads due to congestion during 2019. Solution to Bengaluru traffic
is only by improving public transport system such as suburban rail, metro and BMTC
to provide last-mile connectivity to the people. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA (Karnataka): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI SYED NASIR HUSSAIN (Karnataka): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI RAJ BABBAR (Uttarakhand): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

DR. SONAL MANSINGH (Nominated): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The next Zero Hour mention is about hailstorm. There are
names of three Members - Shri Harnath Singh Yadav, Shri Rewati Raman Singh and Shri
Vijay Goel. Each one is to take one minute. 39 @RIl &I Th-Udh e # 0+ 91 drer!
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Damage to crops due to hailstorm in Uttar Pradesh
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