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1.00 p.m.
[THE Vice CHAIRMAN (Pror. M.V. Rakev Gowba) in the Chair]

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIR
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA): That isthe sense of the
House, shall we proceed? The Railway Minister is here. | was looking for the Minister.

The next speaker is Shri R. S. Bharathi, not there; Shri K. Somaprasad, not there;
Shri Vaiko, not there, Shri Veer Singh, not there; Shri Birendra Prasad Baishya, not there,
Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha, not there, Shri Neergj Shekhar.

SHRI NEERAJ SHEKHAR: Sir, nobody is here.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA): The Minister is here, the
Leader of the House has made a request, he has the assent of all the parties.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, nobody knew about this. This is the last minute
thing.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA): The Leader of the House
has consulted with the leaders of various political parties, has got their assent, so, we
have decided to go ahead. Mr. Neerg] Shekhar, not speaking; Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha,
are you ready to speak?

PROF. MANOJKUMAR JHA: Sir, | am just worried about the quorum. | must say
that the leaders did not consult us, then, what kind of consultation is this? You speak
to two-three people and then say. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA): The leaders of the House.
...(Interruptions)... thank you very much Jairamji, | got your point. The leaders of the
parties have been consulted by the Leader of the House.

PROF. MANOJKUMAR JHA: Sir, there is no downward communication.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, the Members are not here, Members are superior
to the leaders. How come the Members not here?



406 Discussion on working [RAJYA SABHA] of Ministry of Railways

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA): The Business of the
House is decided in cooperation with the leaders and the Leader of the House. So, as
far as | am concerned, this can proceed, we just need to ensure that the speakers are
ready to speak.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, then, you should have announced this at 11 am.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA): The next speaker is Prof.

Manoj Kumar Jha.
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DISCUSSION ON THE WORKING OF THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

PROF. MANOJKUMAR JHA (BIHAR): Sir, even the mike has gone for lunch. #
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA): Hon. Members, please

be on your seats. We have a request from the Member to ensure order in the House.
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SuwHTeder (W T, . Ireig TreTn): <@ | Please continue your speech.

...(Interruptions)...
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PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA: Sir, | want my time to be revised in view of the
conversation that we had in between. # &a & Jo1 g § SR T oI il § MU
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the Indian Railways. It seems to me, and | will come to it point by point.




