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SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (Maharashtra): Sir, I associate mysell with the mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, I also associate myself with

the mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, I also associate myself with the mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. VIKAS MAHATME (Maharashtra): Sir, I also associate myself with the

mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. CHATIRMAN: Rajeev ji, please take note that you have already come to the
Rajya Sabha and then you are in the upper gallery. You are still remembering the

Speaker. You have to say 'Chairman’ here.

Revival of National Paper Industries in Assam and release of pending

salaries/statutory dues to workers/employees

SHRI RIPUN BORA {Assam): Sir, [ thank you for giving me this opportunity to

raise a very important 1ssue pertaining to the economy of Assam.

There are two paper mills which are public sector undertakings. One is in Nagaon
and the other one is in Panchgram. These two are the only public sector undertakings
earning profit in Assam. But suddenly what happened is that both the paper mills have
been facing loss since 2014 and ultimately from 2016 onwards it is being closed down.
From 2016 to till date, the State Government as well as the Central Government have
been giving assurances to give special package for revival of these two paper mills.
But nothing has been done till today. You will be surprised to know this. In the
meanwhile, the employees have not been getting salary for four years. Seventy workers

have died so far for want of salary and medicine and three employees have committed
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suicide. Apart from that, there are two lakh employees who are either directly or
indirectly engaged with these paper mills. But now their future is finished. On the other
hand, bamboo farmers, who are dependent on these two paper mills, and bamboo

cultivation have also been finished.

Now, due to the outbreak of COVID-19, thousands and thousands of voung boys
have moved out of Assam because they have lost their jobs. So, this paper mill should
be revived. My request to the Government is to revive this paper mill immediately as

per the assurance of the Government so that economy can be restored. Thank you.

SHRIMATT ARPITA GHOSH (West Bengal): Sir, T associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM (Kerala): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATT RANEE NARAH (Assam): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

Concern over suicides by labourers who lost their jobs during the lockdown
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