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Another small thing that | can share with you is that | have slight cervical problem.
Sometimes when | move suddenly from this side to that side, it gives me trouble. So
sometimes | will be asking the Deputy Chairman to preside over the House and sometimes
the Vice-Chairman from the Panel. As and when it is necessary, | will be coming to the
House. This is something personal. Please try to understand this and cooperate. Yesterday,
Shri Swapan Dasgupta was speaking. He has got one more minute. Now, Shri Swapan
Dasgupta.

*DISCUSSION ON THE STATEMENT MADE BY MINISTER

Regarding COVID-19 Pandemic and the Steps Taken by Government of India
SHRI SWAPAN DASGUPTA: Sir, | just wanted to resume whatever | was saying.
(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

Sir, the second issue which | wanted to emphasise was that while the Health
Minister has spoken at length about the medical measures which have been taken to
fight Covid-19, there has been relatively a greater degree of silence over the administrative
measures which have been taken. We know that the 18-day or the 21-day lockdown
which happened followed a certain pattern which began in Wuhan and then moved on
to northern Italy, and it was to cut off infection by minimizing people's contact.

Sir, subsequently, when we entered the unlockdown phases, various States had
undertaken their own localized lockdowns, ranging from two weeks to three weeks. Now,
what | wanted to get from the Health Minister or from any other responsible Minister
of the Government is what exactly the science or the thinking behind this is. All over
the world, different practices are being adopted. We have heard about something called
the Swedish model which basically says that there be no lockdown, more or less normal
contact which exists among people, etc. Certain States have had localized lockdown;
certain States have had random measures as if playing hide and seek with Covid
situation or a game of Russian roulette. One day, something is put in; another day,
another thing is put in and the people are inconvenienced in more ways than one. What
I really wanted to stress is this. Is there a guideline, a national guideline, which, keeping
the norms of federalism intact, can be followed so that the people really know and the
administration knows what exactly they have to do? | think there is some confusion on

this. Thank you very much for allowing me to complete.
*Further Discussion continued from 16th Sept. 2020.
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o {5 SFR T8l PRI aR—RA Y T, A R EFN? G Gl W BRIAT HHHAT G;AT
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ot UGee U W b g9 eI A, T8l 3D dbelB ©, Al R $T USRI A
TAN B E 6 QR I F AN B AU R g F Y, 981 g9 F fAu Hiew
faam 82 R IE BT T 87 T SHG HUR SIpl-fewnlt gnfi? 8RR 5T @l fasdt
T 3] PoK ddt f&a, e Wi diat faan, o1 S9d! &9 e B § Sud gadl
B B P oS 98 AN WHWIG €1 3T Remdesivir ST ga1$ 3R SffeRiS &
fafeisd @ &t €1 B H qa9 ug BT of & SifRicH & fafelsd @t &8 &
Tl T

#ft SUWHRE: Uhee S, PUAT conclude & |

2 UGed UCe: H AUDI G4 b A BE Hhl § (b AT WYl URATS H
ARSI & feiexl @1 98d SATaT &4 &, Remdesivir &1 &1 €1 3T W PR T
TP I 37 AR WM & [T7 89 ARfed dR R SIS 8] osl, al bl ol
3R 9T Bl Wl ©1 3fd H H g del A b 3o I19¥ ARPRI b U (Y
BT 4G © | [ BT 3WME B FRUT ¥ €1 FARI A PH Bl T ©, P B
TN 9 dAlbeSsT &l € L. (aaEm)...

2 ITAATURT: @Sl Braefs HY, TERATSS H GART A9 TS |...(Te)...
3 UG Ueel: s AR W e aren Sfiewdt &1 i &6 onft a wEl fien
Tl...(TaEm)...

it SuwrTafer siHct fiRieT =rqdat |...(@@er)... Nothing will go on record now.
...(Interruptions)...
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it UGed ueeT:

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi, you have three minutes.
...(Interruptions)... Nothing will go on record now. (Interruptions)... Shrimati Priyanka

Chaturvedi, please speak.

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Sir, | am speaking form Lok Sabha. | am
sorry, | will have to take off the mask because | want to be clear about what | am
speaking with all due respect to the hon. Deputy Chairman.

3t SURHTURT. FUIT AD USH o |...(qEm)...

Sl fiRieT aqadt: W), d SHe! Ah PR I, Wi ARG UST PR AT DI
IR # faapa Rt 1. (aem)...

# Juwafer; TRIGT SN, AFF <IRAT A18d o $81 &, $UAT ARG ol o |
3 Ugeet uTeT:

2 ITAURT: S TTSH Talbes 8, SUb JJAR 4§ a1 PR IET & |...(aEH)...
Aol (@aene)...  Nothing will go on record. Mr. Patel, | am not allowing you.
...(Interruptions)... Priyankaji, please speak. ...(Interruptions)...

it UGed e ¢
it SRl omue IR fiFe fofw € 1..(aaem)... Nothing is going on record.

...(Interruptions)... Nothing is going on record. ...(Interruptions)..
it UGed Ut ¢

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI (Maharashtra): Sir, | would like to thank
you for giving me the time to speak on a very important subject, which is impacting not
just the State of Maharashtra but every single resident of every single State. Yesterday,
it was very disappointing that on one hand my fellow MP continued to say that let us
not politicise it, but continued to politicise the entire issue of Covid and made the
response very State-specific. At a time when we are fighting the entire Covid response,
seeing this kind of behaviour was very disappointing to say the least for a first time
MP like me. | would like to ask the Union Health Minister, in his statement two days
ago, he had specifically mentioned some States which are giving maximum case loads.

*Not recorded.
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On that, | would specifically wish to ask him, considering that under the Epidemic Act,
everything has been brought under the control of Government of India, what is the
specific State response that these States which are facing the maximum case load
getting? My second question to the Health Minister which has already been made by
my senior leader, Shri Sanjay Raut, is that every State Government has now been asked
to handle the requirements for equipments such as PPE Kits, testing kits and ventilators
for their States, considering the State Governments are already under tremendous financial
burden of not getting their due GST, how do you expect the State to give its response
in the way it is needed?..(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Priyankaji, kindly conclude. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Sir, | will conclude. He had mentioned in
passing that Covid cases and surgeries that are non-Covid related, are being taken care
of. But the truth...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude, Priyankaji.

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Just 30 seconds, Sir. More than a million
children have missed crucial immunisation, and hospital births have shown a sharp
decline indicating many women may have gone through unsafe child birth at home.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Priyankaji. Please conclude.

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Just 30 seconds more. Outpatient critical
care for Cancer has plunged to 80 per cent...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Priyankaji, please conclude. | will call the other speaker
now. ...(Interruptions)... Please.

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Sir, we have important questions. These
cannot be wrapped up in three minutes. | need another ten seconds to just speak about.
...(Interruptions)... Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Kanakamedala Ravindra Kumar.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you
Deputy Chairman, Sir, for giving this opportunity. Two days before the hon. Minister
gave a detailed statement regarding the outbreak of Corona Virus and the steps taken
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[Shri Kanakamedala Ravindra Kumar]

by them. Now, | come to the Andhra Pradesh. The situation of pandemic is very high
in the State of Andhra Pradesh. It is in second place after Maharashtra as per the
statement given by the hon. Minister. The attitude of the incumbent Government is such
that the Chief Minister announced that the Covid-19 pandemic will be dealt by using
Paracetamol and bleaching powder contents alone. This shows the negligent attitude of
the State Government.

The figures being shown in record are under-reported. Actually, the number of
persons affected with Covid-19 is very high. The hon. Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh
has to raise the level of making Paracetamol and bleaching powder in order to rescue
the people from greater danger of Covid. My deep concern is Andhra Pradesh has now
stands at second place in recording the highest number of Coronavirus cases in the
country. The rising infections are creating fears among the people of all sections. As
per latest Covid-19 latest tracker, Andhra Pradesh stood at the second place with the
active cases of almost around 6 lakhs and more than 5,000 people are died. The
unchecked rise in covid cases in Andhra Pradesh to the unofficial and unauthorized and
meetings that took place in the State. The Government could not control crowds at liquor
shops which led to serious infections. The Government also failed to regulate and check
Coronavirus threat at the quarantine centres. Now, the Andhra Pradesh Government had
taken a vindictive attitude against doctors also. As far as Vizag is concerned, one Dr.
Sudhakar's hands were tied with rope and false cases were filed against him on the
ground that he stated that PPE kits were not provided to him despite being a frontline
Corona warrior. Likewise, one private hospital doctor, Dr. Ramesh was also victimized
and against him also, a false case was filed due to unfortunate incident of fire accident.
The Central Government has sent the teams to some of the States. To my knowledge,
in Andhra Pradesh, no Central team has been sent so far. In view of the present severe
condition in the State of Andhra Pradesh, | request and urge upon the hon. Minister
to send the teams to the State of Andhra Pradesh to take control of the situation because
the State Government has neglected and no facilities are being provided in the quarantine
centres, no facilities are being provided in isolation centres. Now, the patients are
terrorised. Most of patients come on roads and are conducting dharnas. Now, the

situation is very.. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Ravindra Kumarji, please conclude.
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SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR: Sir, | will take half a minute only.
As far as the State is concerned,a clinical trial is also going on. The Central Government
has not given any instructions to the Government of Andhra Pradesh. I request the
Central Government has to take appropriate steps in order to reduce the cases in the
State of Andhra Pradesh by sending a Central team to the State of Andhra Pradesh and
direct the State Government not to harass the doctors and also corona patients and to
give proper treatment.. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR: Instead of victimizing the political
opponents, it is better to concentrate on controlling the Covid cases. | request the hon.
Minister to supervise directly in view of the special circumstances prevailing in the State
of Andhra Pradesh. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Binoy Viswam.

SHRI BINOY VISWAM (Kerala): From Gallery No. 4, Rajya Sabha, | am Binoy
Viswam.

Sir, on behalf of my party, the Communist Party of India, | appreciate the pains
taken by the hon. Health Minister, a sincere effort, | should say, to make a statement
that contains 11 pages of the steps taken by the Government to fight the pandemic. But,
I am sorry to say that in that long, long statement, not even a single word has been
mentioned about the State of Kerala. The country and the world know that Kerala did
play a vital role in fighting the Covid in an effective manner. We still have problems.
But, in a statement like this, the nation should have taken note of that. This is my first
remark. Sir, the situation is really alarming for the whole country. Our Prime Minister
always talks about the fastest growing economy. Fastest growing economy of the world
is India; fastest developing arms supplier is India; fastest growing toy hub is India;
everything is fastest here. And, now we have become the fastest declining economy
also. In the fight against Covid, other matters are also very important. The social impact,
economic impact, human impact, all such matters are missing in the statement. That is
a humble remark that | want to make in this regard. How can the Government forget
about the migrant labourers who were dying on the roads on those days? They are the
martyrs of the Covid. What measures did we take to support them, to ensure their

survival? Sir, a responsible Government has the duty to show concern for the poor. Sir,
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the Covid days proved one thing to us -- think about the poor. They were the real
fighters. They fought for the country. They have fought for all of us. They include, the
doctors, the nurses, the paramedics not only these people, but, the Safai Karamcharis.
Even the sweepers played a role. Their role was very, very clear in the days of pandemic
and the country has to take note of it. | believe that the Minister of Health and Family
Welfare will make a mention of them when he makes his reply. Sir, here, | want to mention
one more point. The exorbitant charges in the private hospitals are really alarming and
the Government should intervene in this matter. The five star private hospitals are
plundering the people in the name of Covid. That should not be allowed. Sir, we must

see to it that the efficiency and potential of all systems of medicines are captured.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude, Binoy Viswamiji.

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: Sir, | would take just one more minute. Homoeopathy has
got a potential, Ayurveda has got a potential, Siddha, Naturopathy, Yoga -- all have got
the potential in prevention of such a pandemic situation. That exploration has to be
strengthened by all means and the Government has to initiate that with all means. Sir,
there was news about the deficiency of oxygen cylinders in the country. It is now being

discussed in the whole Indian sub continent, it is a real problem.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: So, | request the Government to ensure that enough
number of oxygen cylinders are available and necessary ventilators are also available.

I remember, | was the first among many Members here to ask for masks for everybody.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: | repeat it. Sir, we should try to give free masks to all the

poor people. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Shri Binoy Viswamji. Now, the next speaker
is Shri G. K. Vasan.

SHRI G. K. VASAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, today, our country has crossed 50 lakh mark
in respect of confirmed cases and crossed the 75,000 mark in case of deaths. However,

Sir, 1 would like to say with the concerted efforts of the Union and State Governments
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and the responsible behaviour of the people of our country in terms of building
immunity and adopting safety measures, we have been able to achieve high recovery
rate cases and we have been able to maintain our death rate at the least. Sir, the Central
Government today has been spreading the message of hope among our countrymen.
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has been closely reviewing the situation on
all aspects with its counterparts in States and Union Territories. Sir, | come from the State
of Tamil Nadu. The Government of Tamil Nadu, I would like to say, is doing an effective
management of COVID-19 pandemic by taking all proactive steps. The State has done
the maximum number of tests in the country compared to any State. Tamil Nadu is one
among the States where the death rate due to COVID-19 cases is the least. Sir, to
conclude the frontline health workers and COVID-19 care-givers have stood by us in
this unfolding scenario. | salute the COVID-19 warriors for their dedication, which is a
major contributing factor in the 77 per cent recovery of confirmed cases that we talk
about. Sir, the last point, every individual in India today realizes the safety practices.
Of course, there are aberrations, a few instances of crowded gatherings. We have to
correct ourselves and return to the path of safety in maintaining all the protocols
required to keep the Coronavirus at bay and stop the spread of this disease. Thank you,
Sir.

it IR Rig (SR e ST9vfa #ElGy, $ifde-19 &1 WRT § SRR 4
SRIARAT TR I BIMBRE UHd TSI | dAldbersd & BRI ds, 2020 ddb o H
RISTRY &X 24 ufererd &1 i 2, Rradr g@1 SR A6 § $H & Q- GufE
ERT 91 W@ # SrRiad o vl W 7| Riw eiied wem # 27 faferm 9 aifde Jarei
& AP W b BRUT SRIFARRT W R R fe@r g1 9w H 15 AR, 2020 a®
FA RISFRT &R 7.7 wlcrerd off, St fo 2ret e # 9 wfcrera g grior e J 7 uferd
off | SHGT T SR J&I ©Y ¥ Y ISR AR spfardwen 2, el IoMR, $i,
fafefor ok Jameii @1 fasmor 21

qEIGY, FERT | < @ pfargwen w el dic ugdl € ifig swel wad
TSI AR TR IR TS1 € | T IR RASTIR & 3fqAR B4 8 8, Al GOkl aRW AP
HHH & M I¢ & | HN GH BN W g9 UM WX SRST & H B PR ATl AnT
SIS 8Y €| Heled, 3y guifdd g9 @1 aoie A IR-Soxl 3R 31qedeh AT
B BEGl H ghg B I § R FHS H TP g dNE dl AFHANI SUSl 2 Ry
e, wMIfT® eNfa @i & |arsr | offfhd § &M B dlel WRIER A 'R 9
B PR YL §, STdld HOIGR 3R SRS &5 H B B drell Bl qr8x STl gl

2, 399 39 PR 9 GhAd B9 BT Wl 91 ©
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qEIed, § WHR A A1 Bl § b PRAT F Fad 9R RISWRT A e
Bg AXPR 5 GUR & IS Hedl b A A AMHDl B Wriar] YAREd &, i
&3 H FEIT 9grd, ST ARG SRiEdawel 96 & (U THUHUHAS & A8fadd o
3R AR dal 31 aifaRad Goft frfa @ |

HEIGY, NI BAN Q¥ H BRMT & BRUT TFTHT 24 FRIg AfRAT BT SRR
GHT TSl €1 BRI & BRU 3a+1 RISHIRI 98 T8 & fo 84 Uferd =xi § a1
AT 3MEET B9 8l TS 8, wdifh URI HRIIR SY 8 AT &1 b WWHR b gRI
S e AR & dleersd fRAr T, SEH ARl ® 9gd WNE g8 | 3R Il
AP SIST b HWTE Ugel Bl SIIdl, s SHa<l 3§ Ugell &d o T oI, ST 3R
P! TART S FHI A BI], AT I8 R ST Bl | 399 I SATET R gardy
AOTGRI Bl IS I, Riifd g ABSIST §AT, T9 STHT ISR BT T, YR
q IFP! M1 G, a1 ST U ') S & fofg faaer g1 gsTl S & fo1g &g
AT T A1, A1 9 Ued I QU1 $9h HROT IRIF AN BRI A A, I I SIT&T
| H Ig FeAl dEdl g b PR Bl WAl B REG AM <A1 ARy |

HEIGY, AT gD (A7 YR < H Sl WIgde Iudrd fafed ey e &, S99 q_7
g1 © | g8l TNl BT STSl 81 81 T8l 8 | S9! o T8l i I8 7, dfeerex
T2l e k2 €1 S U g1l AT € A1 U9Taeielt |l 8, St Al BY fSRede dad
W AT B Ol &1 § IR US¥ A Sl g SR IR YR H S Wl HTEI
PRI & 9 T 2 & g8l TR IR 9P [0 TIRT B I8! 8, W YA ITh
g ¢ | UEdT el # IS Fawe gl ¥, g8l W) Siaiior @l HH ¥ SR
G F¥d g8l W TRE & fy BI5 gaven 78 €, 396 SR S JaRT TG BRI
$ PRU W IE B

=t Sygumafer IR Rig S, 39 conclude BT

A 9z RiT: Feicy, § MUd e F AR A A BAT g [P S gaRi qolge
€, STa! IR% S AT 1Y, i SIS 9 SRISFIR 81 Y €, 96T Buf-al i fHare
T 9 AU TG T, A 39 WRBR b gRI BT T & T § D1 ISR e
ST, <t I91aT TIfal H IS O ISR <1gt e | wifal # S9al &) Y <8l &,
Fifr 9 5-10 WAl | dqEY I8 @ A, AT AT § WUM & AR T Weh |
g1 3fely A AR & |67 2 5 SR &I § RE & 9 S gHEd o g,
39 IR & e Sy
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HEIGY, 3T QX < H FUINYT PT UG 96 &1 8, 39 PRU F AN Sl ged
Ug1 81 W2 €, 9 Huwr & ReR 8 I gAY g8 96§ P 59 ok ae fan
Y| 9gd-9gd garg |

o} I g=rare, IR Rig S| 2h fawasia <ot | 7 SulRed =&t & 1 99
o Rig i

it dorg Riw RIS o g3, fooetl): SuaWHld 7S, B F 9 BRI
P HEMRY & fwg # @t B e T SR Al ue & ANl @I k% A JH 3R
UIRIY 39 FeMRI & aRME 1 f6y 77| I8 9a & Sk & 18 & Qua @
TE PX BT 8 SR TP weww @ Rera off f o9 g\ drel, orelt 9o @ 9, 99
B9 TR el X2 9, 99 fauer arar | 9 A8 feAr| AgdaR, #§ 3nud HqieyHw 9 g9
PR A Yol aredl § & g @ ve Rad gar <y, | arell iR omelt
IO ¥ BRIMT S BT 81| 3R 390 HRIMAT S 8iaT &1, df 9RT fauer fird ox
U AT S & A1, §H AT 'R Tl S, dTell SO, el godd 3R 9 g,
a3 99T & IRIR H SR ST, oifh 31T S99 T BIRIAT AN B Sl R
feargy | oy U gdargel AISIIsT Bl ofh) 3T € R 37U SHiE HRd © [ 3Mud
A YR S JW & S ... (). GO a7, GO aTdl....(@aem)... fRrea-feddl o
PN |..(@aem)... ey w4, fReasy |74, g .. (aem)...

it SuRTTUfer: ©ie, @il (e ). .

2N ora g AR, ORI 919, Ju H31 Sl 7 e, ST § 3awR qATLY |...(SET). .
AMUET H AR ARV |..(TAH)... bl <Xb 3NFEA Sl B8 I8 ... (FEH)...
TEEERT & ARG T8 s |...(FEH)... TEHA B IRIG HH B I8 TRBR?...(FTEH)...
BAR * UH RN 96T 8, SO oximeter WG & |...(@FEN™)... 800 BT oximeter 5,000
A e 2. (caE)...

2 ITAAART, U J 997 WR 1 BRY |...(Fqe)... [B 57 uR ol e
P IO Y Vg W qled |...(FEEH)... g S, ARD A TG ... (Sae)... Hua
ARG T I |....(SIe)...

it ot Rig: W=, 800 &7 oximeter 5,000 ¥ TWRIET|...(@@@em)... 9, § B aar
81 g % 800 &1 oximeter...(@@em)... * 75 Il § ©ICTell g3M I...(@eT)... 800 HI
oximeter 5,000 ¥ TWRIGT AT, 1,600 HT MY 13,000 H WIS AT A TN IS-3MS
Wl IR HHIRE @M IR T (). JNMUST # AW’ JA I8 B (9. ¢

...(STTE)...

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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£} IUATURT: TSI SN, HUAT $9 ARY-UIRIY & 98l [T W a1 N |...(Faem)...
it <o Rig: AIaR, T A ventilator STl T | (SIEET). .

#t STl I8 Q@ AFEar & [T 9gd 991 A ¢ .. (@aur).. $ual favg
R 910 BN |...(ATEH). .

it o Rig: TR, § WEd F g W 9 B IET . (TaEH)...

oft ST 31T 31 T WRBRT W Srdb-femolt 787 o) dad & |...(aem)...

ot Jiorr Rig: w99 7 el W1 I8 € A AN (RGEM)... AR, I AN I
H Garell @ IE E|.(FGHUM)... AR B L & OR...(FIYH)... TEER R I8
T..(FTF)... I A Sellell @l IE T |...(adem)...

7t SURHTURT: FUAT....(qT)...

it <o Rig: Tt X1 e H SIRIY I 1T, BIs 78! aiefT ... (&aem)... faoelt
P! RBR ...(TTEH)...

it SuRrTafer: Ao S, I8 R G © L (@aE).. 319 IRIY-UIRIY & §oiiT
39 ¥dhc W 91 HRU | (ATEH)...

it dor Rig: W), 3T HAidT & T8l ¢ YT B |.(IIHH)... 3T HIGT 8 8l T
E Tl (FEF)...

ot SUWIMfT: MY 9Tl |..(FEeT)... 3 a9 & I8 & |..(FIH)... i,

it ot Rig: oy ga Hiaer 98 < @ €, AN faeen @ € 9..(@aum)... foreet
T E|..(aEH)... T H STl @ drel foeel X8 € |..(AEH)... TR B
arel et 32 2 1..(aem)...

it IUFHTURT: AT FH JATE & HUAL..(FIE)... Ford Sil, AR FHI ST IET
g, MU continue & |...(TTET)...

it dorg Rig: W=, o S AL @, gH e IT E |.(EE)..

ft SUHUTUfT: &9 WaD! FAl PR IE E |.(GEM)... §H AR AGB] FAT BR
® Tl (FEM)...
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BUFRT BT a1 8Y © |...(IEM)... AU FGRIM & qOIGRI Bl @A DI IR
R ygel & & 1...(@aem).. 9%, I H 80 AN @l S T8, 40 ¢+ IRl Wedh 8 |
39 98 539 &1 Yo UG, OTFARYR & WehH TR Uh BIC-A geal 3 |l &l
o Nl 9 IR-GR BUS 8T R8T o7 |...(FaEM)... I8 g3 DY I8 AR Yl
Hehedl 87

it SuTHTURr: FUT 3F TH BN |

ot Horg Rig: Aa], § oud A1egH W FEAl diedl g 6 59 SR A el
B WHR A BN B BIh Q@R |, (FaeH)... T o §6 IR R

foam |...(craem)...

2} STFITIRT: PUAT G P |...(AGEM)... § A WBR DI FATSH |...(FTEH)...
AT IffeRS! IR e, (aeM)... IH BN, Sleal GH B |...(STEH). .

it ¥iorr RiE: W), &9 9 I8 9 o §1LL(@@aeH).. IR, Ud e 1 IR,
T 30 I B GAIRAT & IR H 1 a1 < |...(AIEIM).... IR, WISHT 5 IR |....(IGe)...
Y B, ST P GIH 91 DIfds BINUCH 3Rfdg Horiard Sif 7 fdeell & 3fax
AT |...(FEH)... 3o faeell & Hfed @@= g gfan 9 81 W@ € SR A A
IEIE H Selell @1 IE 2 ... (aaer)...

it SUFHIIRY: g=IaTe, gRIaTE | (QEETE)... Ao S, 3| BIg . (rae). ..

4t dorr Rig: YER IR T €, PRI H ¢ PR I8 ¢ |...(FGEM)... STHT IexT
IIHE B gD © |...(TTEH). .

o Suumufe: a9 fa. fasrars ST

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the hon.
Prime Minister, while first imposing lockdown, has categorically said Jaan hain toh
Jahan hai. Sir, post-unlocking of the country, the Central Government's approach of
balancing the lives and livelihood has been much appreciated by conducting regular
meetings with the Chief Ministers to discuss strategies to reduce the spread of Covid.
The hon. Prime Minister has also united the country emotionally. Despite the financial
crisis and economic crisis, the Andhra Pradesh Government's strategy has been a three-

pronged strategy which effectively reduces the sufferings economically and of healthcare.
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[Shri V. Vijayasai Reddy]

There are three-pronged strategies. The first is testing. Andhra Pradesh stands at
number one and it is testing almost 72,000 people per day which has made its rank No.
1, in number of tests per million, among the States with a population of more than three
crores. Sir, in fact, | am one of the sufferers of COVID and | know the importance of

early detection that can never be under-stated.

The next is the treatment. Anyone tested positive can get himself treated without
paying a single penny under YSR Arogya Sri Scheme. Under this scheme, a person with
an annual income of below ¥ 5 lakhs is given free COVID treatment. Sir, this scheme even
covers private hospitals. This is the extent of benefit being given under this scheme to
patients treated for COVID. Further, to assist patients, a system of help desks under

Arogya Mitra has been set up in Andhra Pradesh.

Sir, the Government of Andhra Pradesh has planned to spend a whopping ¥ 15,337
crores for overhauling the entire healthcare infrastructure in the State. In the first phase,
more than 4,900, out of a total of 7,458 health sub-centres, will get new buildings, while

the rest 2,552 will be modernized.

Sir, one important issue | would like to bring to your kind notice. Despite the odds
that Government of Andhra Pradesh has been receiving, both from economic point of

view* in terms of COVID treatment, Andhra Pradesh is much ahead.

Sir, a quite unusual and legally questionable decision - Andhra Pradesh is not only

suffering economically and financially*
SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR: How is it relevant, Sir?
SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: ...anything relating to FIR filed by the police against...
SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR: Sir, what is this?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: ...the former Advocate General of the State and

others...(Interruptions)...*

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please speak on the subject, Mr. Reddy.

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: It is indeed open to the High Court to grant a stay
on investigation in extraordinary cases.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Vijayasai Reddyji, please speak on the subject.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: When political vendetta is alleged against the
Government of the day...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Otherwise, | will move to the next speaker.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: ...that too by someone who had served the previous
regime as a law officer...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Vijayasai Reddyji, please speak on the
subject...(Interruptions)...

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: ...the need for media coverage and public scrutiny
is all the greater.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Vijayasai Reddyji, please speak on the subject.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: How the petitioner would benefit from the complete
absence of any reportage is unclear? It prevents legitimate comment even to the effect
that there is no substance in the allegations.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We are discussing COVID. Please speak on that.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: That is what | am saying, Sir. * the Government of
Andhra Pradesh is providing the best treatment to COVID patients and is doing its best,
Sir. In fact, the Government is supposed to impose gag order. But, in Andhra Pradesh,
alternatively, *...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRIV. VIJAYASAI REDDY: And, *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude now.
SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: So, it has to be stopped.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Vijayasai Reddyji, please conclude. Otherwise, | will
move to the other speaker.

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: Thank you, Sir.

ST, i) FBradt (SR uswl): A SUNITAiT Held, TS 89 O vy & SR
9 e H TEl PR RE 8, SUdb dR H AR Py Yaddl gadidl o Hel fb g8 fIeg
B [ TS HEMRI €, Weg § el dred & onft a1 faF qd wwem #A1 Sf A
Ig feca &t off f5 59 999 favg & 215 < 399 ywifdd &1 ofSl dd &l Usr
TE e fr BIS T 0 uRRefy <& &L S e A1 gaq sarer <u @ gwifad
PR b, Al I§ A ST &b G S8 B Fad @AUP gl ¢ | This is the biggest

challenge in the documented history of mankind. ...(Interruptions)...

it IuTAfcr: HUAT IER] TR UH H IS WS MU H A1 T BN, AUD!
TSt 377 ! B

ST uie] Brae): oy |99 Wohd © b 519 g A1ad AR MR gl TWR g
g, A1 SIS AT B & AT 8N -1 AT g6 ST AT R & oY U
A AT, I U Hdhed aifey; O e a1fey; Sud ane-anel s aif &
A FHE By SR b I8 UMD €, Al Aaeeiedl 9 =gy | Suqwmf qerey,
d g W el g AR B AR b AEE BH WS $el O AT AT <9 a9
gRRefT & =g & aRRufaq oS faf=, srem sk dfewy 21 afe e I) ST
Blg & A 89 AT & W9 99 <¥ A1 g & Fe9 I < B AL, el a7
Wt QI-RErE | &1 orT uier & H w'd §1 A ad 2011 @ SEEw@ & A dl
27 RRIG @RT 3ot A FReR 2, I \s &1 A8l qdbd O 6 an o gam €1 37
ft below poverty line @ ¥xem, 39 § 9o fawar 9 Tl S f6 a8 ga= autf
JP I B, I8 I d1d &, URq NSl Bl JAf I8 AT fH a8 fIeg § A« afds
21 37T A AHd § o 89 dEl W WS gY ¥, o 99a a8 A g% g8, wife
TAR ®s Aol J BEl A1 fb I PTG e | 919 B AT daed B |
Chronology of the events <% @l # SHIFIATG UlHAT, AT BIAHATAR 59 TCHIDHA
B FRAT B BT I PR BT &1 7 Gab A AR UM I THI bl UH
virology @' 9 ot | 3y W9 A © & 8A I 9AT dal @S o, {69 g &
T T R AT A g9 AR off fF g & aeas wfeemedt <o o fafee
gfaesli & g8 b= A9 o 2 ¥, WRPI, e R seell 9% 39 B & M
W Y R U fe@rE us 2 9| Sa+1 &1 718, AW SyaHfd A8ied, g9IRT
2 <9 v Ut fafes oRRafa § ot o, Siel wWregsfial w g9d 8 ' 9, e
F91d & [T 84 TP B ad oM gSl| SH F9Y UIdIS e o1 ga e 8]
BIT o1, Fifs ageadhal Wi Te1 oY, Hifes 98 bad SRAUA] P MSAR F WA BNl
off | Iergor SR ARep Fgd WA W1 § 99 2 9 SR gad] R I8 d¥qsd ol
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AW BT Gl Bl JET AT, SATAY 399 e & U S UM AU &I ATTIHI
off, @ gl 2f TRew Al St 7 21 A/, 2020 B S@ ST SW Bl ITEATT BT
IR O9 TRIT SR ATell BT e fhar o a1 a8 S9dT Udid o7 fh 89 39 Udd
JEE & AW e fda Refa 4 9, § Sl fsea & 7€ S =@rear i 9 fod
RO | g3l qEl ufed e omdt oY, S I -

g Perl o S Bl SR JEE Bl

BAR B3 Al Bl g1 SATURT oAt b |red <Hr STl A HRIAT WIS, ATelt
golM | BRMET 9T S| § g1 fsar @ @ wedr g 6 @ Amie
AT SR IToifcre FAIAT B 89 T61 Tsid? § g A & A1 hel dredl
g b Sl @1 a8 ®e ¥ €, 9 giEr ol MY R ARG FeA | S A ST
qrefl AT? TN TRET Yd Udlld AT

st s Tl (BaMa USwn): MU I 919 By T 82

ST, guiy] Badh § Sae T 81 g1 AgER, MY W SaE Al Geg | aRar gh
Uil o, il HETe Ml S A gAL, S AR S IS AT . (SIFE).

it STHfY: ®S T 91d RS W= =&l Seeh | (aaem)...

ar fauer (st [T =4t 3NeTe): TR W IE g A1 6 <= Fuer a9 IR e

e WS L U m e Ay (A e O Q) MR e
oS B S iy )l S 158
it Sy e €, /@ MU Ul a1 qand |
ST, Y] BrEet J=aR, el d g€ 9 a9 I8 g | (FEaE).

it IUAHIIRT: HUAT A W 96 B N Aa 7 dlcl | AMUD! 91 & AT Plg.
R 9 RS X &1 o & &1 oMY qref |

ST. geIie] Badh - 7eTeAT e S A TR Bl U Udile 9| g8 Wi a1 gl
R ST 1 /T8I Bl Brsidg 3R g8l I fJfeer 151 ®I IWreH &l Uh Adhed
3T AT| I UPR A YFHT 7 TResr AGl S 7 99 - Bl b Wi g, oraH
AYUl M B AT FHAG B H ATPR T SIS A s b (Y AN F¢| gAY

tTransliteration in Urdu script.
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[S1. gy frad)

H ®E BT & (& 39 APy & TGN DI THS B ATGLIGAN & | BAR Py (AR
3l 9l X& | WHorg X1Sd St A Bel & sAR qd addr Sl faTy weegy off |
HERT WRPR W I B | T 84 FY ded DI Al 8?2 YA HBIGT,
AU s e ¥ o9l fh HERIK WRGR & T gch qall & 9 &1 q919d
SWEHY G o T o AR e sarer f OR1 fv surer| gt el oar f
HO BB DI A@WHAN & | Forg Rig Sff aft dlet k2 A1 H 4B I8 Hu1 A
Sit @1 Ieoid &1 BTl A mud! A1E BT SR feelt & gwr #A & oM 9 qHm
SIS WY o= BRI, o AIS €, 99 SIS § 9 $ed I & 70 AG AR $1 Ao
99 el g1 & 9l o7 faoell # ed €, gHel ual € & g8 70 o Nl 1 Ao
HEl I o7 3R el Ud BT A, &4 H ¥ 9gd NN Bl IS feErs &l ue|
WR, H 99 fA9F I S <l g 3R $ a1 W AN ggdl & b &H oD Terd]
P WA PR © | AUDI ST criticism HRAT €, I8 criticism [{eqge HRY, W=y o1&

Tw A B vy deE R F@e] €, 9 4 A9l § b I8 ggd Sfad T8l 2l

IR, AU SMATIHAT hed b1 off, RIdr yae w2 St 9 3T dgrn 21 39
AR 4wy SRgy| 3l o <@ 6 §AR $s faRIER ° H1 € f6 TR 9 99
TIRT B &1 et i 391 Wed § del o7 {9, TR B BRiBGH 991 YR Us
T gB Aredl § [ THR SR Bl HRIBH Al WRI IS 1, &l 0 H fG Al
9, g8 fafy @1 omu WP S BRM, 24 BRaK) off | I I QR S P GoiAl e
H goid BAR ORI & oIral T, 89IRI @ 9 § 99K social distancing &1 dTers
PR EY, Sl BRIHA BR Iz A, R T8 PIdS [HiolT Abegl oA1? I8 R A7 AT
THGl 8¢ & HRIGT I IR 9T off iR 9 WF o7 W O fF S 99 RE g
ET o1, I Bls F] 21 At | I8 gaih gfte €, 39 9 &1 UAr AT A1y
3R TP AT TS B <@ P YA BT A1eQ | § J§ 9 He1 asdl § (& 39
aRRMT 3 orRR gAR ARt &, faRiedt & & ugeg wa1 @) gRgfic @) 9t e
Td Bl b AT & IR H Pl oal § f6 S=H WRa’l & 7N # g fedae @R
faar o f WEe, COVID fHha I I € iR AR 7 I I8d 9P HUR
PRATg el DI | AT HET Sl {6 I 12,13 BRAXI Bl <dic fbar a1l 9 =R gar
3R R @rge A1 €, iReq § 9qr @edr g fb qrgfe fode gy o o &l ol
A IF FHA-ES H <@ VY, 919 9 I€ 9a1 2 ¥ & IRd AR & g o
FATSE §& B ol difey off, 98 W 980 HIME WU gRU AT gl off JE1 ', dl
9 I9 G WY 99w § | WR, BIE 919 1| 59 MY, A1 B9 39 Wed H 99 IS
2| SR 8T M P 918 12, 13 BRAX Bl 3+ WIS FHRT o+ o off iR
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ITB! JAUH M T gig DI SHBT DR B T AT, A A1 &b U s
# Hed Bl A B Blfds W oal BIA B a1d 1 8] B Te? Aed af fod d&
eI Fell, fhaAferg? difds R =@l & oy 78], g8 goic ¥ A1| g8 ¥ e fawal
R =l & foag 920 o1, 9 dUHRa R & fog T8 o, Rise @1 fawa g,
S for 9 |99Y MmN a7 | I9d folg T2 o, frad fog o, faeett @ aruerfye &
% forg | o w'T I o 3@ €, feoelt wrueifie &A1 v discussion BRIl I &
11 AE BT SR §H WA H 12 HIE Bl discussion B3| A HET BT dqd I
g 5 59 ardfdear o, a1 oS il S8l Sial &, § S9H comparison gl &R T
&, Tl T Uob aR WY g8 HET IOMIT TA1? SHY 379 S WRBR DI hael AFARHD,

HCTATHD AT BT 8, Al 39 ATl Bl IS, oI ddb- WA &1 o el & | I8
SId ARV W 9gd A% WS ysdal ©l .(FEEH)... AMUH " USY W gel
TT....(TTETH)...

3t Sy wiisl, $Uar Wi ) deH) T diel |

31, uniy] Bradt: afoy, @1 ara 72 Suwawfa weiey, § S99 a9 &1 SR e
AT ¥ < ol g S 4 AT Pl WRY HA T 59 Aad W I fQAr o, a8
T IR | Difde & 29 &9 A | 5 999 97 U< &1 I8 gl $HH 7, 99 9HY
P I PR o | ST GHY T USY H Pifde Bl Uh A g T8l AT| afelg, BIg 91d
T S 7eg yee H o, 98f dIfds b FHn el Al g8l W FHE T UBR
Bl off | IHBT PRI IRRA A DI -G Tl AT| 3MMUG J&f 9gd FHI A I8 IRRY
gl ey gY £l

off ITAUURT: 3T HRAT TR ST |

ST, guiy] Badh W), # @ gudl 9 W oSrer gl ..(HaE)...

it IUFUTURY: MY wilsl SR TR difelv |

ST, Y] BrEd): ST99IT Aeied.. (SEEm). .

SHRI RIPUN BORA (Assam): Sir, | have a point of order.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, please.

SHRI RIPUN BORA: Sir, | have a point of order.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Under which rule?
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SHRI RIPUN BORA: Sir, | have a point of order under Rule 240. It is "Irrelevance
or repetition”. "The Chairman, after having called the attention of the Council to the
conduct of a Member who persists in irrelevance ..." He is saying irrelevant things.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. | have seen it. ...(Interruptions)... | have

seen it. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RIPUN BORA: Sir, this is 'Discussion on the Minister's statement'. But he
is saying irrelevant things. ...(Interruptions)...

it IuTafer A9 AE Raave 99 el 9 1 Fuar follow this. ...(Interruptions)...
N g R a9 95 9 21wl |

ST. Y] Badh: 3/ § SueT A9 SR Ferdl € | 3Rl U I8 a1 W1 b AR

e & iU diepss aMed &) o Tl 39 fTaR | =1 918y o1, fIaR &xd
SR ARy, a1 § I qqr dredl g b gq wdl fage wedi @ a8 o d © {6 ghR
gl Reifa gz off i S9 999 d& dfesoR W 980 &9 = H 9, F91ed &F W=
H o, ARG BH G | A SR BH M1 & UHHE QU 8, I8l IS ¢ BRI Al
o W Tod §1 U oMY ¥ SII&T g & QR B SfErel Sal gl 7, foadr g
IgT ufafed o 29 ¥ gord 9 iR sU SATET AT 9AT Bt URdgT & 991 § dold
g1 3 Fwou W & Ay ag w1 fF S T & 9% H9 {B W amen g,
Al S WY BN dTell Iravel, 39 |HY B dTell Wik 3R 99 w9y < uRRerfaat
S BIChl, SABI 8ol W@IHTAd A ST ST AHdT €1 9 UhHad Hls goidrd
Bl ¥, 1 S WHT 3MMTdh U W[ $)4 BT dad el sidl 8, 997 J&d 89 W)
PBRATS BT BT €, SAGTY UM HAT off 7 o fopan, Ifg emu I w) @ ¥,
IH FHI 6 WHO 7 IS TR IR 8T SHET ARG fBarl @ # I8 da
aredl g b Rie S I8 #31erd & gR1 Siad f&ar T & Afe dfesrsd @) & g,
al 14 ¥ 29 G AN AR UWIfAd &1 Adhd | 38 AR ¥ 78 BOIR S oIl Fdvell
off | amexvita s~ el St 7 @1 a8 bl A1 & g8 srieel 9gd variable €1 #
AT g b I€ variable €, dfces § I8 AM § & ¥e 8w o St i

& Y T ABs DI UK B P TAN [BAT €, AAT MY FHS Fbal & b AR
Bl A7 facelt @1 A< fagR &1, s+t ¥is 89 ®Ifds &I § <!, al 3 HedHr
HRY & afs wg e Sar & 1 39 918 89 arell € SR o9 39 §d S8y, ol
T gRRfRT BIKl, SHSHT FESl A ol S Johdl = |
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TR, 37 ITTAT ULT Il € b oMy Wo=a fhae &) Ig €2 Wl IR T
fop o el far| § I g @medr § SR oy |l | <@ 6 uur H@3 off 4
[ PR AR A RO Ty e, 9 f[quell gai & Adell & |y e $
3o & T8l Sed & A, favy & fa9isi & |rer, gaq 8 A8 delldRI, gHE,
Reerfeal, Ry, Sarmufdl iR B & W Ty S=i9 9<g B34 § BIs BR-
FEX TEI BIS| A AW AN F WY 9 GH9I R R H I FE, b qHS Bl
s A qgdT vAT T8l o1, R S fedl i UeR |9 Bled & ward fhar g, ar
g SAfrIfed T8l e | H dlbsIed & decision & IR H IE AT ARl § B
R @ @1 Ry € f S9 dleesd 1 W dibsed 2 & 9GSl o, df b
WHR & gRT 9Iffd &1 9 31 &7 vgel 59 3F 390 IRGRI T AlhSISd & aryon
HR & oAl 9 UolE, AERTS IR e off | SHaT of 98d W% ¥ IR WAN ¥ ¥
AAI fquer & WHR 21 off 98d 9% © & S0 96y didbersd sUReERidr off &R
el 9T ¥ 3Tl ECdh] 3R & QW dl 98 AidersH Iavdd o7 3R uere #3i
ST QR HEY P A1 S 9eR 3R U <l A% WHd sa1 1 e, dfed
SEM Ad <O b AL A1 qidl DY, G-20 b I b A1 W aratr @t
3R B9 99 Bl 98 g Al &I B, 59 ygH HA S A US AR A9 A 91 B
off, Al S9 T8 &I 119 39 39 o # <@d, @1 98 <@ 99 @1 A1, S del |
TEE HA Sl qHM wY W EED B a1 B e A1 Dol TAR JUHA BT b Al
9 9eq H AT PE B YN [HAT TS B = HA S 7 UH ATIRTH BT TAT
foar o, 99 SBM TN & HWR Afbed gV TE ST TINT o, W S8 Ig
FET 5 qUNT g¥9 I I eI o, @1 H e aedn g 5 g w9 & gRy oA
W A SRR BT Hae od 8Y Aldbd a9 & I TG &, i Uee H3l &
ERT Wl $1 ol od §U SI1g oM & o are <7el or | uar w3 & gR1 |47
& A I qEDI BT UG VelTed, IR G BT G IS A8l ATl I I TG BRY
q IR A€ HRY R I 1 IRIT TR @1 STet a@ 9T €, O H IS dEen
g 5 uf¥em e Bl g HA B W TP Tl AR aRIR g dRall o o
T ANT BIABIAT St 3, 98 I, I, WA foxgdt oft | aroihet ag 9l feedt § ei)
3G dI 98 $e¥ic Wl ol | el fAwd €1 o/ 9% dR ddER H el TS
2, 39l 98 319 geaucd W et iR geaded W fewrd 78 uedt 21 # 9% we
=TEdl & b 319 3R &9 31T 98, dl AH-ad & AIA-H el YT 37l & - AATe |
T 39 HEMT A R fRar g I% R f5 ue o off ok 98 9 9ed gU EA
1705 oI T UEA Y | S I B BIs W1 ren & € 9@ W fF ifas
B! g SUSE T Bl, Sdid Ugel Rl g ot & g8 baat U@ off - gl H| a8 R
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[ST. gy Pradhy

T H 3R HEl T off 3R SH aRRIESl & e H b3 7T v | emer Refyy
Jg T o o gou ffReR |ed q 9arn b ufa & 10.94 oRg S¥ed by S ’7
Tl 3 B b TES ¥ 39 I YR dR¥de HFG W FUR dd 8T 21 TgT Uh
) fiE fhe 987 Tt ot | oo 1.93 HRIs Gis fohe 9999 &7 319 € 3R 1.29
IRIe UiE fhe 99 gat €1 S8l d& amsi & a1d €, &9 9RI 9131 | 4] |
% I8l I1e €, d9fcd TH™ <9 Bl TRUe Y B ¥ SFR AT Ig <9 dl
ETSSIRIFARIAT AT Y Tl I A1 Ugell ) Uh |ART W) &1 f emRer &
THSIT 7 AU Fifbe H ARAT Ia6i B AR &, S4F o dF ARG Bufi
D TARl Bl qE HORI el fer o |, (). .

it s Ml WX, ¥ T 91 €| ..(=FE)... Sir, this is a factually wrong

statement.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please.

ST, eyl Badt: ool esgRiTARIFdE & A § S WA & B ATdbe

HJ A B GDhd ¥, AT IBH ARG ST Bl AT | AT 9 ART &
fdfl Ursde @1 WeR T8 R I |

SuqHmafd Heled, 39 § gl 91 ®E el g1 <Ry, WHO &1 @el o f&
fpa e per million 81 AT - =YFATH 140, T BAN J&i 39 9T 740 per million
& U XS Bl ¥ 81 UBel Sl U arq off fb SRETM €T 81 REr €, a3/
SRET TR 1T | Bl R €, i S-Sl AAIEE ded gl Y, FAEHl & O
& T WWHR 7 SRS Bl WY R I e & g &1 v fHar| 39 @ "l
H 13,14,646 JATGATCIY 891 a4, 2,31,093 ATRATST H Jad IS §, 62,000 ¥ AfdH
MY e &, R 32,575 dfecier gaw ds91 9| Seawn i 9@ IE ¢ fH oW
Ig PSRN o g3, 79 gAR g dfecier el ad I o dfeciey a7 ff g &
3R ST dRY A9 W8 T TR T Gl AAe] W @ 39 99T QW H 15,284
PIfTS Hed T 3R 12,826 AGAITH A<d & | I 9 AEHI § FA1EH] B Igfg
STt @1 ST el off, S &9 PR BT YRT U {har & 3R gl fawell # 10 BOIR
@ GHAT qTeN Y DIdS BIRUCA &, STdT Igaied g w41, 37 offfd wme Si o
fopar o | YR ber Rod gfer B 7 I @l a1 d Feaqul qHdT FM4rg ik
IS T &9 I ified dd & | 3@ o o waren w3t S 9 garn o fo
J IR P FW Usdivs WSl H§ BM bcl 8T & AR I FHER uH H A
of o s w9 ¥ IR wlied @ ufhar ff o 9ot & ¥ ¥ 9 Aol € e
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A Gl & fadr H S dg & WA ] T o | gl & e g T ufshanei
BT W TN R R BH TP B YR & afbcar ugfa 9 g ser gHeE ue
BT TART HN, A1y Interdisciplinary Ayush Research and Development Taskforce @1

T BT AT | Ugell aR SMds iR CSIR fietdr Rad &1 ifd general immunity
BT M B S &A1 3MYdS MR 3 faferer vgfodi # €, a8 wmmar fafeear ugfoa
H FE oft| safery suar Wt ve yard fear T 3R ugell gR UGl 8] el §, o9
S IR WAREE ISl @ - 2 mainstream ¥ gcd] IR-RARTFE fafecr wmm
ST T - mainstream § @6 JSMGAT & A1 NG R BT TART fhar <1 <=7
¥, A vaccine M1 3R immunity 9™ &I Ua WY - I8 Td alternative technology
A AN e B wA A A o e €1 H Rie Ig qar w@edr g 6 g i A
AT M g BT fhar wrd fHar| enft R UH GG 9ew SR USY &
IR e B} %e A A H R% T8 Pel @edl g b SR UQy SR § o
FTSNET & aRMER | AT R AT ol BN Al SR U Pl STRIRAT 23.78 BRIS
T 3R Foflcd B AT 21 BRI 7, Al FIollel § 34.6 oG Aol & 3R IR
e H 1.1 g HAS €| 581 d% death & ATl € ol §Toliedl | 1.72 ARG AN
B Al gs § IR IR U H 2,867, Sid(h testing IR U H SH THI AP
Bl I8 21w oRf ¥E gen fr <@ @1 By, S @ SR Uew ¥ aR H ue
B YE U - Yl H IR U A Il § gAY H PEAl BEAl g B SR gew
B WBR 7 BITS-19 Pl FRIZFT B BT Q21 H 301 F8dqul Hr (6A1 & 6 R
B9 STSilel & infrastructure ¥ SH®! ol B Al 98 BB T8 IUAR ToR 3Tl
gl

SUHTART HBIGY, JFTl fawa I omar & f faw dwmes & 718l, dAdeeiiedr
N =Ry | afe Haeeiiaar @ a1d ol & a1 § P dredl g 6 wee H#3 oS A
S IE "IV B B T b 80 BRIS IRl B HUI IR H T - AR 3@ I I8
TR oo & Jaar & 789 9% qud IRE fer, O # 3w T8 o' @l fe oaw e
I TSI 91 ST U @ 7, A a7 o daeTefiadr &1 w21 B w5 e
@8l f middle class & fav EMI % ®e & a1 MSME & fag uRwrer # € gaerg
P oI T a1 I8 e ddeaeiiear &1 &€ dHIe o1l a9 8 A8l @l bl Ay
Ib @ H o A AT T SR TS W e Wl S s SN ORI e @
forr @t Ped € f6 S 97 IRT U1 S § <7 AT o7 Y T IATsy, S99 Ugd
a1 WEN Gl dibersd ol 99 §HY R fHdl & URT R BT R b W 8L,
SHE oy WIS SeMT SATET 9T & - 99T 39& o S UTRF QAT 4t &1, "Soud ]
O & ded Bl I W IuAE Bl iR HE U9 Al IuAw B Al 98 A& A8
WE A SIaTue R Fhal o, e IR d geaaRed 1 9 yg w3 St F
SEEENICCINCIRIVECAG I G
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[ST. e B3]

W, § TP SR 91 Hel Aedl g b gHR fquer e srper wmae g8 ad
9ot o € fb 9 Ry fquer # €1 €1 €, 9 o oAl # oW uel d Al €1 R
AU |G N &M & Al SR AR H GG q9g 9T DIF-A1 AAT Al & - UOIT;
uf¥edl AR § SRIY 1 STel i ITSET € - HERTS: Al 9RA H Ha™ Tl 3iR
T e 19T BT & - &I IR TE X[9d, S8l Bl WReY AW SR Hol vy
A WReT & Ul S Redhd] G SIGT 37! &, 98 & - &¥dl, SEl & WaReAGHal
@ qe H & 8], g H AR 8§ d1 dgaR I8 Bl 9 g7 A H, ed
U d9 Al 3w WIEH §, B e Q@[ AR R TAN AMT IER UK B
TA| .. (TIEM)... b BT Th USRI e Heolde &, 31T el F d B faxand
3R T Ped fF &9 I8 fHar| T 8RR A SSTEXYT U9 &xd | ... (TaeH)... I8
BT Y&, ...(FEM)... oifdh 37T A€ HRY, R I77 $Ifds & SR § ger et o
T AN W dIadld $R g ¥, S Aldd RIBR [aordl TSl [arad aesil Sff
F M I B - MTH F BIS W B TP B Ahdl © | S TG BT fINT AT
IR g8 g & ded A o1 a1 Afveld a9l St @1 faER o, a8 Bs BRI R
TEl & & A9l & TR gold: WY TWSHRI B FHRT 2 AR ST Al Bl 54
31y Afepadt | oiF1 IRT, g OGN sA8 RI% IgalT &) Iadl 2| J8I5d, bg
TRER 7 O TRE A 35 Sl T8I B BT TI fha1, S99 are o & q1egq
W Al AOIGRI Bl AU Ty qb UG B AN "I R BRI H gRI faew
H B gY AR BT A &l - 39 UHR & vl BRI HAGTLNAd & A1 FART TRDHR
T 39 SR [BY| AR, 99 fduel B IRGRI - W S AHI O AT B DI S
g918 ot | IUFUTUfT H8Iey, AT HRY, S HIfds b URMPYEH SR o1, d9 arT Herarss
Afed @I 91 A A1 R a8 H FE VA 83N B a8 Wicarel disd g drell
TRER Glefl S DI 9§ R WA fAemaal & 9™ & 9 & Tsdssiial § %
g 3R g fiaarer dfed Wi I T . (@9uH)... 31 $eT ® 6 deeq Wt TRy
off, IA=aY | ARy o, Adeeferar Ht @R oft ok e ot @Ry | .. (raen)...
IE |9 gH ANl o A, g § U 9 g8 el ded| L (@EU).. SRaY, UE
fIdp_TeT IR 519 AT AoR Il 8, RadT 6 dis g8, aMe=g JaEe o T8l
31 TET B, O D] @R AR 98 drl @l gig fIwer &1 St &1 57&t srgae
3R chad T b T BT 81, d Wes SMRET Bis ISR T8] 8l g,
N U qHY H THEd ¥ gad Sl g €, 98 §¥ SR H DI Q¥ BT Aged bRl
2, ST THT I © 3R 377l AR Aexvf ge w31 #ff = #idl S &1 5
fed 9 8 a1 § TR PRl § & S O gear &1 uRey a1 . (@auH)... 39
Ty ¥, 39 fafea uRRafa 4 e & gaemm O iy, Saer wwn O fodt
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P AT W e AT H IE Ufed S (Y HEdl g b I8 WER AN & Y g
wiem W@ B

g™ T U BOR SWHR Bl ghy AP ¢

fbg WIS AeYD....."

AT | I Agey, S A|r S,

"fg WIHTAIs Aoy Wel Ugd chd W |

T BRA © UIT A8 Bl IMfaRod AYEd Al

3R 3fd #, § P P ARU-IARM, e I |9 Ferd 230 | §7 7 a1 <
A gE B A SR S W E W PR I s A1 qRT ey qral ©

2 SR 1. guiy] BrEel S, @S 3 s HRU|

1. guiy] Badt: IR, § oAl a1d ofed St @l e Ufed PR A B,

I3 FAeTpy ST ST |

o} SuguTUfer g=IdTe | AT TSN |

it o= IRl @nfee): W), A Ul & ue Wew q W dien g

oY SR T TE T | ART A gaIel 9 AE € fh R 9 o Wy
q 9 Bo I T b, d I BN UM, Sl bdl 9 A A gY ©, S99 AGdl BH
HY § G & | d-aR uiiéal U 8, e diem B 99a I B ga © | Ul
3R MU accommodate B, Al §H PIy fadgha T8l 8RN, & <@ o |

=T fauer (3 A &t STeiE): AR SR RREE W), W U die & g
316 ¥ a9 e &1 wHy 991 © | S9H 0 deNied Al fe # gea g, Hifs gsi

W ggd B9 JE MY & | Afbd SR Ugel I€ SR gar Ared b medical
terminology # golden hours # patient @1 Sa™ &1 Y& YA BT € | ST&f d& difde
P FEY B, T IR 1 PIfds BT Ad- & oy golden months =€ fHy| Fa
ygal December last year § World Health Organisation = warning @t oft 3R 3=
PET AT & ATSA-EJRIT & TaRgS H TP mysterious pneumonia Hel 8T & | Ff
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A9d Ugel VAT BAR TARES H Bl W8l o, d 9Bl dIdb= BT ARy ATl I§ Al
T ¥ b 999 Ugel B U 7 39 Q¥ Bl 3R T WRBR Bl S BT YA
foan o | BT Uil & Yqgd sreder st Xgel el Sff 4 SFat & "EH H der o
& g AW o arell 71 SUS 9Ig wE # I'M del f qw # v Ot wemR
3 R 8, Tl <2 doud W TR BR AHAl | I B AN AR | TAR FO
Aol 3 F'1 & 9 e T2 F81 91 9 wed #, Afhd T dle $ WHRT 98d a9
g9 AN B W BT &, O 7 59 Wed H dled § 3R T 99 9ed H dled 8, Sl
WRW g9 ATl & a8 el T8 &, § SHH Sl T8l aredr gl

W, 99 F WReF 3 o1, 99 H9 Taice iR Uisde BiRUced & siaed Bl
ggd WRI convocations attend @1 o | #9 S2 & Wl Sfaey dEd) Ugd el fdaT,
I BHM Dear Angels &T| Angel &1 Adeld BReAT 8T €1 H ool 39 HRedl
@I, 9 angels BT T BRAT &, TR PIdS IHRT & SR B B H U
S @l & SR §{B ol el W difae SR &1 R g8e €1 # sieate | gt dxal
g 5 7 Sedl 3% 81 9T SR R S o <¥ER €, S R g, 9 W 3 @
ST |

ey, § ¥8l R A% §o gwa ¢l § g9 § & 9gd el 8 T8
2, 399 g Moo aren T8 €1 98 99 9T € & {59 aa dlesre g a1fgy
o, fora gaa & g1 WfRT a1, 99 R g9t g3 € Afd # o e GUR &
feTw suggestions g |

S oy g g g G e 1 (AT g DB Glin) ) g T
Us? S e il gLy 5 s (e Ly iy 1S Qi (g0 s ngdl S
Osis U ygpun mg oy e 0 S o I sl S i gl S p8 8
Uy iy SIS s S (530 e golden hours use o e 3 JSoa oS (8
golden I S 85y S 3958 25 JS pu ol 10 mhtsens K 3y S S5 lea -

A 3 gl By g ysesd s ey g s o . € 3 0 months
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mysterious o Sim S i sirlila A S LS S5 ggdl Oyl e 52 S
Slely) 0w I o Jelel o wow i .2 L) i pneumonia

O 2t OIS Ly e S o e ot A6 S U B S
S Gl S (Jl pu NS L LS Gy IS s oS S g el ) S U
= oy i S S LIS (e e S ssin S oa A& 600
S o 2o e ol Sl s Ui S LS S gl e gole 2 S U4
s B S (g o LS i

G LUl o dses SUS st S o - Jla WSS S i
N9 G ) o S S 25 2 5 S s S Sl 05 O g
amy S Ol 2 50 0l s cop s o 03 0 Mgl 0 Sl ose Qe
02 s G Ul e ol e o 8 655

S s Syl ) Gidiy 8 5 e O g G gy e i ¢
JSI e S U 5 e 045 S convocations attend s S (S a1
= g w2 i llas S Angels S Dear Angels ~disas o S s pm 3 S S
S sbar 358 S ugs s US o S Angels of ¢S us b O gl o
S S8 ey 398 G gl S8 s 0 S s () e S A e
G g g o gl ) g St gl og NS g S Lo ol (e
a1 Sl o0 0 Jlan g 0

S5 85 G oS g lgnans e K2 s 28 G gy Ul e 02 2500
Ligs (38 SY il 0 oS o ila s e 0 Wy 00 28 s il (R
ol e S 2 G maon i ) A s U o g S g s
1 suggestions = S Jaas
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Sir, the sector-wise broad suggestions for the consideration of the Government are

as follows:

There should be dedicated Infectious Disease Hospitals and Fever Clinics rather

than calling them Covid-19 hospitals, to avoid stigma. 39®! Bifds &l gar1 1Y,
qfed S ks Uy Gus 5958 4 oS of Dedicated Infectious Disease Hospitals and
Fever Clinics &2 |

W, W GET g & Qi | PENVE WP | y1a s T the words 'social
distancing' should be done away with and we should start using the term 'physical

distancing'. We need to take urgent steps to enhance our research and public health
capacities. We established level BSL-4 lab in 2009 and till date, even after eleven years,
there is no addition of any BSL-4 lab. The Government should immediately establish four
more regional BSL-4 labs. The Government should also establish BSL-3 labs in each
Medical College of the country. As each lab does not cost more than three crore of
rupees, it is easy to establish them. The Government should also establish Centre for
Disease Control and Health Centre of Diagnostics Facilities at the District and community
centre level. While coordinated response is important, we also need to think of short-
term, medium-term and long-term preparedness plans in consultation with the State

Governments.

A financing strategy is needed exclusively for covering the health sector. For the
Preparedness-related capacities, we need the State and District level Emergency Operation
Centres and Emergency Management teams.

Now, | would like to come to the last and detailed point regarding the vaccine. It
is the most important thing which our country, and, as a matter of fact, the entire world
is looking forward to. It is not that the vaccine will come like any other vaccine. So, |
have a number of suggestions on the vaccine because we successfully developed our
domestic vaccine in 2010 and | was fortunate to have the first shot of HIN1 vaccine.

Sir, we all are aware that several candidates are in advanced clinical trials phase
Il and 111 and the vaccine will be introduced sometime in the near future. It may take
three to four months or six to eight months but a vaccine will come sooner or later.
Vaccine developed anywhere in the world would be in very high demand, and, therefore,

tTransliteration in Urdu script.
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we must encourage domestic manufacturers and also closely follow vaccine development

globally.

We should be well placed to get the vaccine at an affordable price and at an early
stage through mechanisms such as prior market commitment and pooled procurement
for Centre and States together. Several nations are already in talks with front runners
and are securing favourable commitments for providing vaccines to their population.
Timely engagement in discussions with the manufacturers as well as bilateral dialogues
with the countries, those who are producing the vaccine, is required. At the same time,
we must be ready for the last mile delivery of vaccine. It should not happen like this
lockdown. We should be doing our preparations right now. We should plan as to how
to deliver it to the last mile. We cannot afford to lose time in preparing our vaccination
strategy after the procurement of vaccine. Development and finalisation of preparedness
plans for the deployment of future COVID-19 vaccine is crucially important at this stage.
For instance, prioritisation of target population groups-healthcare workers, elderly and
the vulnerable, that is, those with co-morbidities, security personnel, those involved in
travel and logistics, etc.-needs to be done. Mechanisms or platforms for delivery of
vaccine at the grassroots level have to be prepared. Health system requirements-
Medical Stores Organisation warehouses, cold storage and cold chain logistics for last
mile transportation, identification and training of vaccinators, etc.-have to be taken
care of. Regulatory pathway requirements-required safety and protocol approvals-
have to be taken care of. Vaccine safety monitoring mechanisms, especially adverse
events after immunisation should be looked into. In any such new vaccine, there is an
adverse effect also. So, that is the most important aspect which we have to look into.
Then the communication strategies-continuing with awareness and precautionary
messages to avoid a false sense of safety depending on vaccine efficacy-should be
strengthened. Monitoring and evaluation has to be done concurrently so that we are
able to swiftly adjust and change course, as required.

Sir, in view of the fact that COVID-19 vaccine would be a new vaccine and there
is a global race for developing it within the shortest time-frame possible, there could be
adverse effects or side-effects or even long-term after effects which may need time to
be identified, not being appropriately discovered in Phase I, Phase Il or Phase I11 clinical
trials. You may skip some adverse effects because you are doing it very quickly.
Whatever time is prescribed for Phase I, Phase Il or Phase 111, you may cut a few months.
So, there may be some lacunae left. India has to be more cautious than all other countries
since we have a very large and young population. If it has an adverse effect of ten years,
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it may be good for the countries with elderly population. But ours is a young population.
So, since we have a large and young population, the Government should be over-
cautious and should rigorously monitor the quality, safety and efficacy of the vaccine.

My last suggestion would be that the Government, as a matter of fact, everybody,
every doctor across the globe is suggesting one thing.

g 91q H &=l § Hgm| e g2 favg |, g3 g 6 Siaed iR ey,
a7 & ® W Y g & T AEA BT FRATA AR ACEOR Bl FRATA IRA &
for @ @ €1 399 g & NSRM, N dR ) Ashard A9 & Wede &8
BRI 96 A1 & 99 39 SRAIA BRd © AR QT H I TWT F IO I B
T 17 T S dRE W WCISoR @ WSRM Wl B8 9R T 98 &1 WedH
I8 Radwe € & AT @1 $1d, particularly Lifebuoy |1, ST TRI SATGHT BT AT
T, ISP DA M BT AMRT| AT B FHesoR @l did ot emelt a== @1fay,
qifer B S dd A Fiel AN Ugd Fdh | SHD A1 ATRATS S |
SUSE B BT JET W Gd ©, Jgd-9gd gIdIg |

o L g g B pS e sa Ge (k) AT 8 a8 Gl
S cplaa 0 S 5580 gy azhd (S (a3 sinai g 8 gl n SIS e L (59
S e o o 0w 2o A8 A S S8 Jleadd I i sl Jleatad
G W5 U 5 (S ST S (aa gy Yy sk Gald (ST
ol o S Al e Gy Sl (S e 93 e (0 gl oy SIS Jleald
Gilba S a5 08850 . o W5 8 )3 S o 08839 S ) i e g sk
e o iy € 3 Gl W8 I 5 S e i KoV S o
K oot s ola g Y sk pals i (S Gl S o Gl S
X A o Qe (S o gl - s (S (A il (S Gl o s
Gl gl agils S Gl s i e S i m S el ASE s

583 Gy Sy e s 2 e o - Ui e e
(35 453)
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DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, first of all, | want to convey my
gratitude to our hon. Health Minister who made a suo motu statement on COVID
pandemic in the House on the 15th. We have assembled here because it is our responsibility
to discuss it and create confidence among the people that we are for eliminating COVID
soon. That way we have to serve the people.

Sir, to begin with, we have to be very grateful and proud and convey our gratitude
to the brave frontline warriors of battle against COVID-19. It is very heartening to see
the enormous selfless efforts of our doctors, nurses, paramedical workers, lab technicians,
hospital support service staff, revenue department people, Home Ministry people,
innumerable volunteers and NGOs who have risen to the occasion and dedicated
themselves like the brave and valiant soldiers in the field. We have to salute them.

Sir, the world does not know a single economy in the history that has been fully
shut down and restarted. We are dealing with a problem of unprecedented proportions.
Meeting the challenges of pandemic requires huge stimulus and better coordination
between the States and the Central Government, because the State Governments are
more connected with the people. The Central Government makes the policy but its
implementation is done by the State Governments. Our hon. Chief Minister, when he had
a video conference with our hon. Prime Minister on 11.08.2020, said, "Tamil Nadu
provides effective medical treatment due to which the State has maintained a low death
rate which is now at 1.6 per cent which is one of the lowest in the country." As on date,
2,44.,670 patients have recovered. | am telling this to show how the State Government
of Tamil Nadu is making all the efforts in conducting many tests, giving more importance
to it and allocating more money to it. Till now, in Tamil Nadu, we have spent ¥ 14,878
crore for COVID control measures. In that, 50 per cent Central Government share is also
there. | am not denying that. But the State Government has its own limitations in raising
funds. Under the SDRF, Tamil Nadu spent ¥1,864.66 crore, but the Central Government
spent only 510 crore. | am telling this to show how the State Government is suffering.
That is why we are requesting the Central Government to come forward. Our Chief
Minister reiterated this while making request to the hon. Prime Minister. We have
received only ¥512.64 crore from the Government of India in two tranches under the
Emergency Response and Health System Preparedness Package out of an envelope of
T712.64 crore allotted to Tamil Nadu. He also requested that package for Tamil Nadu may
be stepped upto ¥3,000 crore as per early request made by him. Both the Central and
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State revenues will fall short of Budget Estimates. To make up the shortfall, Tamil Nadu
may be allocated 39,000 crore as a special grant to combat Covid and its after effects

to the economy.

Sir, most of the Members also raised the point about GST. We want whatever is
the highest to be given to the States. But the Finance Minister has a different opinion.
Due to fund constraints, she may not be in a position to release all these funds. But,
Sir, through you, | convey it to the Minister. This is a very important thing that your
Ministry has to come forward and give arrears of GST to the State Governments. Then
only, it will help us. As we have already exhausted the State Disaster Response and
Mitigation Fund, our Chief Minister requested for an ad hoc grant of ¥1,000 crore from
NDRF immediately to fight the pandemic. Then, releasing pending CMR subsidy of
31,321 crore at this time will facilitate paddy procurement. | am concerned and even our
Chairman also said in his speech that farmers are fighting this pandemic and in spite
of that, the production has increased. Therefore, it is high time to support the farmers.
In spite of Covid, they are working very hard and producing more. Therefore, | request
that whatever amount has to be given may be released. Our Chief Minister requested
the Prime Minister to instruct SIDBI to provide at least ¥1,000 crore as refinance facility
to Tamil Nadu Industrial Investment Corporation Limited from the RBI special package.
This will help revive the MSME industries in Tamil Nadu. Sir, why am | mentioning all

these things?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Thambidurai, please conclude.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, | have started just now but you are asking me to
conclude. Covid has not concluded; Covid is here. If you are finishing off Covid, | am

ready to conclude.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You always abide by time. We have paucity of time.
You know better than me. You have the experience of conducting the House. Please

conclude now.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, | am appreciating that the Central Government is also
making efforts to do that. At the same time, State Governments are very close to the

public.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Therefore, | request that the Central Government gives
them sufficient funds to implement the programme. Then only, it will be possible because
they are close to the public. Especially the Tamil Nadu Government has made so many
efforts to see that.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Dr. Thamidurai.

DR. M. THAMBIDURALI: Death rate is less in Tamil Nadu because the Tamil Nadu
Government has made so many efforts.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, | am calling the next speaker.
DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Thank you very much, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri K. R. Suresh Reddy. You have one minute
left for your party.

SHRI K. R. SURESH REDDY (Telangana): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | thank you.
I am Suresh Reddy speaking from Rajya Sabha Chamber.

Sir, vaccination is the one thing which is most awaited. | remember my younger
days. The whole country used to look forward to Shrimati Jaya Bachchan's movie
release. Today, the whole country is looking forward to the release of the vaccine, which
is so important. In this regard, | would like to seek a few clarifications from the hon.
Minister. To support the Indian companies which are developing these vaccines, what
are the steps you have initiated in terms of scaling up of research and for administrative
clearances, If there are any bottlenecks, what is the intervention of the Government to
support them? In the funding pattern, to help and support these Indian companies to
come up with a vaccine, what are the initiatives taken?

Secondly, Sir, there has been a lot of confusion about the guidelines. My assumption
is that most of the guidelines issued by WHO are being followed by the Government
of India and given to the States. | would like to know from the hon. Minister: What is
the experience of the Government with WHO? How do they rate WHO? Do you say that
it is good or is there scope for improvement or can do it better? This is very important.

Sir, the final point is about Covid warriors and the frontline workers. The Government
has not mentioned how it has supported them, especially the Central Government
employees. Have you given them any bonuses in their salaries?
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Reddyji. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K.R. SURESH REDDY: In Telangana, Sir, we have done that. We have given
a ten per cent rise, helping almost 75,000 health workers, police personnel, municipal
workers. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. | am calling another speaker.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K.R. SURESH REDDY: | have only some suggestions, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K.R. SURESH REDDY: Thank you, Sir.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar.

SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR (Karnataka): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir, for giving me this opportunity to participate in this debate about the pandemic.

At the outset, | would like to thank the Chairman and the hon. Speaker of the Lok
Sabha for the efforts in making this Parliament Session safer for us to do our duty as
parliamentarians and | thank you, Sir.

Sir, let me first draw the attention of the House and indeed all those who are
watching today, through you, that the COVID-19 pandemic is an unprecedented event
in the history of the world. The world has not experienced anything like this since the
Spanish Flu of 1918. While there are very many senior Members in this House, | suspect,
none of us have experienced or have any knowledge or memories of the Spanish Flu.

Sir, this virus originated in China of which there is no doubt. The bizarre conduct
of the Chinese Government for most of 2020 confirms that. The Chinese Government
response is that it originated from a wet market in Wuhan from some bats but there are
other reports that contradict that. There is growing evidence that this COVID-19 virus
may have been a deliberate man-made laboratory creation in one of the Chinese PLA
labs, a revelation, most recently, by Dr. Li-Meng Yan, who has recently fled to the U.S.

Sir, there is no vaccine against this virus currently. So it is safe to assume that the
world remains vulnerable for the coming near-term. The impact of the pandemic shock
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is already playing out. Lives have been lost. There have been businesses and job losses
and livelihood declines all around us. Unfortunately, it is the weakest and the most
vulnerable who are bearing the brunt of the virus as panic and income losses combine

to drive millions home in trying and difficult conditions.

Sir, notwithstanding the views of the wise men and women in our opposition
parties, who have become experts in hindsight, the truth is that world was flying blind
about this pandemic, especially, in its early stages. Even today, as the vaccine remains
elusive, people remain at risk. Governments around the world, as in India, have a tough
choice between protecting health and lives versus livelihoods. It is a choice that has
been forced on Governments never before in the modern age and Governments, including

us, are being forced to take.

I accept that the people of India are entitled to and expect a report card from their
Government. Did we do enough? Did we act in time? Did we put in necessary effort?
Can people restart their lives as before? What does the future hold? These are all
legitimate questions for which the Opposition and the Government should unite and find

answers and solutions instead of what we see today carping and petty criticism.

Sir, the pandemic was unknown to the world. Its rapid spread, its virility, lack of
vaccine and cures have posed a challenge not just to India, it has brought bigger and
more prosperous nations and their health care systems to the knees. So, the enormity
of the challenge that our Government faced must be understood. The fact that after 75
years, our healthcare system had been under-invested and many States were incapable
of handling this crisis in early March and April, must be recognized.

So, | do hope Sir that the people of India become more aware and more informed
as a result of these debates notwithstanding the petty political criticism and blind
sarcasm from the Opposition instead of ideas and solutions. And Mr. Derek, you know

who | mean.

Sir, there was reference to chronology and | just want to briefly touch on some
issues of chronology to make a very important point. The virus started in November
2019 in Wuhan. The Chinese authorities reported it to the W.H.O. only on December 31st
after a full one-and-a-half months for this to have an unfettered spread. From there on
it has spread. Sir, | want to make this point. Within different countries, the virus spread

through the population at varying speeds depending on a range of factors such as
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cultural and behavourial responses of the community, population density, average
household size, among others. These differences have driven the nature of spreads in
each country with substantial variations also depending on the responses of this
country. I make this point that it is very, very difficult to compare the spread of the
disease in one country to the other because of the underlying sociological and economic
factors.

Sir, | want to talk broadly about two broad issues. Some criticisms have been
raised. One is about the need for the lockdown and the second is about briefly to touch
upon the economy. There are some that are questioning whether there should have been
a lockdown, and again | refer to this wisdom of hindsight. It is a very easy quality to
develop. When tackling of virulent virus like COVID-19, early interventions are crucial
to stay ahead of the disease. It is important to note that in almost all countries, the ones
that were successful, had this strictest intervention like Lockdowns at the early dates
versus those who had just advisories. The lockdown was necessary, unambiguously
necessary, to slow the spread of the disease and to create time for the Governments,
both Central and State, to build up healthcare capacity, capability and increased citizen
awareness. These were critical and it terms out now that this precious time when used
properly has significantly expanded testing capacities in the country, lower fatality rates
and increased recovery rates. My colleague, the Trinamool M.P. spoke about nuanced
lockdown, as if it is a new invention in Kolkata. No lockdown anywhere in this country
has been total. Even when there was a total lockdown, the economic activity of 40 to
45 per cent under the Essential Services remained intact. So, there is no such thing as
total lockdown anywhere in the country. So, there is no nuance in Kolkata that does
not apply anywhere in the country. | draw the attention to the critics of the lockdown
to this one statement by the Congress President, Sonia Gandhi, on April 2 and | quote,
"The lockdown may have been necessary but not well-planned.” That is her quote.
I accept that in this country, there may be people with better ideas, better brains and
I am even willing to accept that some of them are in the Congress. But, | saw no evidence
at all from April 2 to today of a better ‘plan' even in Congress governed States like
Maharashtra. So, | will, as well as people of India, take this criticism for what it is--

criticism for the sake of it.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE (Karnataka): Why are you going on party lines?
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: No, Sir, this is not good. We all decided here to

support the Government in these critical times.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes. | think, we all should follow the norms.
...(Interruptions)... It is a good suggestion but we all should follow those norms.

...(Interruptions)...Please. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, he should...

SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Khargeji, I am responding to...

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, this is not good.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please speak to the Chair, Shri Chandrasekhar.

SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Sir, I will end by just reminding my colleagues
in the Opposition that after the lockdown was imposed, the United Nations praised
India's response to the Pandemic as ‘comprehensive and robust', terming the lockdown
restrictions as aggressive but vital. The Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker
noted the Government's swift and contingent actions, emergency policy-making,
emergency investment in healthcare, fiscal stimulus and investment in vaccine and R&D
and gave India a score of 100 for the strict response. Sir, my colleague, Dr. Sudhanshu
has already spoken about as to how the Government used this opportunity of lockdown
to do an un-precedented expansion of healthcare capacity in the country; un-precedented
since Independence that we have expanded our testing, vaccine capacity, and R&D

capacity at this level in just 100 days. So, | will not mention that any more.

I will end by saying on this issue of lockdown that lockdown has been vindicated
by the expanding testing capacities, lower fatality rates and high recovery rates. | say
this with all responsibility. Lockdowns are a necessary tool in the toolkits of responsible
Governments, which need to be used sparingly because of its high cost but will be
around as a contingency plan as long as the vaccine remains elusive. | want to talk a
little bit about the economy as there have been comments about the economy and

handling of the economy.
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We are in the midst of biggest economic crisis the world has ever seen. This
pandemic has devastated economies around the world and global trade. Very soon after
the pandemic started, 65 per cent of the global trade was impacted and the world's
largest consuming and investing economies were hit hard. The Indian economy depends
on manufacturing, service sector, exports and foreign investment and all of those four
pillars on which the Indian economy rests were hit hard. The economic impact was wide
as well as deep. And Sir, it is clear from the get-go that conventional economic thinking
and theories had no solution for this type of crisis. So the priority of the Government
was to ensure a soft landing of the economy and livelihood, during the inevitable
contraction. Soft landing of the economy was to ensure minimum damage to the real
economy. To this end, the Government moved decisively and comprehensively. It
announced moratoriums on tax payments, GST payments and loans; provided indirect
income support to small businesses through PF contributions; expanded the definition
of MSMEs; provided liquidity support to the MSMEs, direct debit transfers and expanded
MNREGA for the poor. Significant financial support from the Government was directed
at the most vulnerable parts of our economy, the MSMEs and the poor. And, Sir, | want
the House to recognize this. The decisions taken by our hon. Prime Minister in his first
term like the JDY, direct benefit transfer, cleaning up of the financial sector have been
very important and have played the role of a bulwark in this crisis. For example, our
financial sector is cleaner and qualitatively in much better shape than it was ever been
in 2004. It is to the credit of this Government that the financial sector rebuilds since the
dark days of 2014 as has become a significant strength to the Government and the
economy when liquidity in excess of ¥ 10 lack crores, the financial sector has served
as the bulwark against the economic losses due to the pandemic. So it is indeed ironic
when former UPA constituents of Ministers wax eloquent of our economy today because
they need to be reminded and | do this respectfully, through you, again and again, about
the sorry state of the economy and financial sector left behind in 2014. Sir, the increased
delivery of credit to small businesses and to the Government for its increased pending
on the rural and the poor and the unprecedented expansion of the healthcare by the
Government and to meet deficits in tax and GST revenue was only possible because of
the strength of our financial sector. The banking system has alone delivered ¥ 2 lakh
crores during the lockdown an additional credit to the MSMEs during this period. Our
markets have remained stable and functional, yields on long term bonds have remained
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stable. The RBI has been pro-active with its Repos and LTRs to keep yields down and
currency stable. That soft landing was the first step which the Government managed
successfully. The next step was to reboot and restart. At this stage, a lot of Members
have raised the issue of minus 23.9, and a few one, and | want to squarely take this on,
Sir, because it is even ironical that my colleagues in the Left are suddenly obsessed with
the GDP and the numbers that the GDP is throwing up. | think most have jumped into
this eagerly thinking it is a piece of bad news that they can target the Government with.
Sir, the facts are these. Every major economy in the world has taken a deep hit from April
to June. Different countries had different levels of lockdown, different levels of economic
activities and stimulus. Countries like the US who use printing of the US dollar as
stimulus, had massive stimulus packages of trillions of dollars and a mixed lockdown.
Countries like UK were minus 20 per cent for the quarter. Japan was minus eight for the
quarter, annualized at minus 27.8 and Germany was minus 11.7. The point is, not to throw
numbers around. These numbers are not comparable with each other because of the
different nature of each economy and the different types of lockdown adopted by it. As
I have mentioned earlier, the lockdown was necessary to slow the disease. India was
locked down for most of April and May, and then in parts of June and July. This meant
just simple mathematics for anybody who really wants to understand that 60 per cent
of our economy was shut down for two months or eight weeks. Imagine that, Sir, when
60 per cent of our economy at 320 lakh crores of GDP per month was locked down, the
impact was expected. This means that our economy could have contracted up to -40 per
cent for that quarter. But, the fact that it was only -23.9 per cent was a result of the many
directed packages to MSMEs and other parts of the economy from the Government.
That is a good news. Now, those in the Opposition that are focusing on this number,
leave out the rest of the story very conveniently. Our economy have bounced back to
85 per cent of its pre-Covid level in June itself and then remained at that level in July
and most of August, despite lockdowns in Mumbai and Bengaluru in July. Post-May,
the unlocking process has proceeded upwards for the economy. The economy has
revived in V-shape curve from being at 40 per cent of pre-Covid levels in May to 85 per
cent in June and about 90 per cent in August. The GDP for April-June quarter maybe
about -6 and this quarter, about -1 to -2 per cent and Q3 and Q4 being stronger quarters
as the economy builds back. I am not a predictor or an astrologer. But, we can, | believe,
expect the possible overall GDP contraction for the year at a range of -6 to -10 per cent,
depending on the second half of this year. The question remains. And, it is a good thing
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for this House to be aware of this and discuss. What are the implications of this kind
of economic contraction of -6 to -10 per cent? This is an important thing for us to
understand. This is a one-time loss to the country similar to the ones that States suffered
during a natural calamity like floods and droughts. There is no cause for it that is in
our control as Government or citizens. The difference is this, when States have losses
due to floods and droughts, the Centre steps in. But, this loss is for the entire country
and the whole country needs to bear this. There is no one else to forward these losses
to. There is nobody else. Unless, maybe China accepts their responsibility and there is
a case for reparation. This needs to be understood, especially, those Opposition States
that keep talking about GST shortfalls and | don”t want to come to that controversy,
but I will ask the Opposition Members a simple question. If there was no GST today,
wouldn ”t their revenues as States have taken a hit in the event of the Covid-19 pandemic?
There is no one to pass this bill to. The economic loss due to this pandemic is the
country's loss and will have to be shared. Some colleagues have commented on the
inadequacy of the 20 lakh crore Atmanirbhar Package. This is an important point. | will
say this and then I will conclude. It is not comparable; it is not big enough compared
to the US. These are some of the comments made on this. But, |1 would respectfully
submit for the understanding of our Members. This Government's approach to this
economic crisis is not to make wild, rash economic decisions to get a few headlines like
what we saw in 2007-2008. The country and its citizens paid a huge price for recklessness
of the 2008 on the fiscal profligacy of the then Government that broke up financial sector.
The Narendra Modi Government's approach is careful, calibrated and medium-term. You
may well ask why medium term! Why not do everything today? The answer is simple.
As long as the vaccine is not around, the pandemic remains a clear and present danger
to the economy. The only real guarantor of our economy is the strong Government with
strong financial options. This needs to be understood. The Government's financial
options must remain intact for as long as the pandemic remains. The Government's
response has to be a continuing one and giving Government the capacity to intervene
in the future also. The Government's response is being exactly right. It has been
responsive. It has been calibrated. It knows it has to play the long game as the most
important player of the economy. Conventional economic theories simply don't work in
today's crisis. The economy has soft-landed. Economic activities are slowly and surely
building up. MSMEs are being credit-supported. Non-MSME businesses are being
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given time to restructure, to rebuild vis-a-vis the bankers. This issue of demand and
consumer confidence, | would respectfully submit to those who want to understand, is
not linked to a stimulus as much as it is linked to confidence about the pandemic. The
people of India know who did what during this crisis and how a partnership of Central
Government, State Governments, Covid warriors and a billion Indians rose together to
fight this pandemic. | will end with an optimistic note about the future. Assuming that
our expectation about the vaccine will be realized soon, is true, India has an unprecedented
opportunity to capitalize on the growing revulsion and distrust about China and the
irreversible trend of diversification of China-based supply chains. The changing world
order sees India as a nation that represents trust and strength. The national infrastructure
pipeline will kick off a major investment drive as things return to normal. Our Prime
Minister has seen this opportunity as the future beyond these difficult times, and
presented his vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat as the future of new India. So, Sir, regardless
of this deep shock and disruptions in our lives and livelihoods, we must keep the faith.
We must be united, we must be confident that we would prevail, grow and thrive. I end
the speech, Sir, with my salute to the men and women around the country battling this
Coronavirus to keep us safe from the China virus. | also salute the brave men and women
of our Armed Forces and Para-military Forces at the LAC, protecting our national
integrity and sovereignty from the expansionism of China. Thank you, Sir. Jai Hind.

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA
The Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2020

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the following message
received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha.

“In accordance with the provisions of Rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, | am directed to enclose the Banking Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 2020, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 16th
September, 2020.””

Sir, | lay a copy of the Bill on the Table.
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