26 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Free internet and wi-fi facilities in all villages

F494. SHRI SATISH CHANDRADUBEY: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government is planning to provide free internet and Wi-Fi facilities
in all the villages of the country for the benefit of farmers so that they could be
enlightened about the agricultural sector and updated information could be provided

to them regarding new development in this field; and
{by if so, the measures/ action being taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI DHOTRE SANJAY SHAMRAOQO): (a) and (b) No Sir. However, Govt. has created
mKisan Portal to provide free advisory services to the farmers and all others associated
with the farming and allied activities. More than 5 crore farmers are registered on the
portal and getting benefited from this service. Scientists of Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) institutes and experts from Krishi Vigyan Kendras extend free advisory
services to the farming community through the portal as well as through WhatsApp
groups and other digital means. Further, Department of Agricultural Research and
Hducation /Indian Council of Agricultural Research has developed over 170 mobile
applications on various technologies which are hosted on the ICAR website to provide

free information.
Plan to provide free internet facility

F495. SHRI SATISH CHANDRA DUBEY: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

{a) whether it 1s a fact that a large number of people in the country are unable

to use free interet facility and they are not able to be online;
{(by if so, the details thereof and Government's reaction thereto;

{c) whether Government is planning to provide free internet facility specially to

those people who are unable to afford it; and

{dy if so, the details thereof and by when it is going to be implemented in
different parts of the country particularly in Bihar?

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



