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reservoirs within its limits, an immediate intimation has to be issued to the State/UT/
Dam Authority which are adiacent to the said State or arve likely lo be affected by

the release of water from the reservoirs”.
Water scarcity in the country

898. SHRI PRASANNAACHARYA: Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTI be pleased

to state:
{a) the per capita availability of water in the country State-wise data;

(b)y whether Government has conducted study to evaluate water scarcity
condition in the country and to create a road map suggesting measures to prevent

possible water scarcities; and
{cy if so, the details thereof, if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI (SHRI RATTAN
LAL KATARTA): (a) to (¢) The average annual water availability of any region or
country 1s largely dependent upon hydro-meteorological and geological factors. However,
water availability per person 1s dependent on population of the country. The average
annual per capita water availability in the years 2001 and 2011 has been assessed as
1545 cubic meters. Further, based on the study of "Reassessment of Water Availability
in India using Space Inputs" (CWC, 2019), the average annual per capita water availability
may further reduce to 1486 cubic meters by 2021. Annual per-capita water availability
of less than 1700 cubic meters is considered as water stressed condition, whereas
annual per-capita water availability below 1000 cubic meters 1s considered as a water
scarcity condition. Due to high temporal and spatial variation of precipitation, the water
availability in many regions of the country is below the national average and may be

facing water stress/scarce conditions.

Water being a State subject, steps for augmentation, conservation and efficient
management of water resources are primarily undertaken by the respective State
Governments. In order to supplement the efforts of the State Governments, Central
Government provides technical and financial assistance to them through various schemes

and programmes.

Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA), a campaign for water conservation and water security,

was launched by Ministry of Jal Shakti in water-stressed districts of the country.
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Central Government has formulated a National Perspective Plan (INPP) for Water
Resource Development which envisages transter of water from water surplus basins to

water deficit basins through inter-linking of nivers.

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) 1s being implemented with an
aim to expand cultivable area under assured irmngation, improve on farm water use

efficiency, introduce sustainable water conservation practices, etc.

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs is implementing Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) in 500 cities with mission components
such as water supply, storm water drainage, etc. The water supply component includes
augmentation of existing water supply system and water treatment plants; rehabilitation

of old water supply system; rejuvenation of water bodies, etc.

The Government of India is implementing Jal Jeevan Mission-Har Ghar Jal, which
aims at providing potable water to every rural household in the country through tap

water connection by 2024

Central Ground Water Board is implementing a nationwide programme of "National
Aquifer Mapping and Management (NAQUIM)" for mapping of aquifers (Water bearing
formations), their characterization and development of aquifer management plans to
facilitate sustainable development of ground water resources. Aquifer maps and
management plans have been shared with the respective State Government agencies.
Public Interaction Programs are being organised at grass root level for disseminating
the tenets of the Aquifer Management Plans for the benefit of the stakeholders. So far,
around 13 lakh sqkm. area have been covered under NAQUIM. Aquifer maps and

Management plans are shared with state agencies.

Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY), a ¥ 6000 crore scheme with World Bank funding, for
sustainable management of ground water with community participation is being taken
up in the identified over-exploited and water stressed areas falling the States of Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. The
scheme envisages active participation of the communities in various activities such as
formation of Water User Associations, monitoring and disseminating ground water
data, water budgeting, preparation and implementation of Gram-Panchayat wise water

security plans and TEC activities related to sustainable ground water management.

Some initiatives/measures taken by Central Govemment to control water depletion
and promote rain water harvesting/conservation are available at the URL: http:/

mowr gov.in/sites/default/files/Steps_to control water depletion Jun2019.pdf



