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THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) and (b)
Yes, Sir. The Government of India is implementing the Venture Capital Fund for
Powerloom and Allied Products and Services (TEX-Fund), as a component under
PowerTex India scheme w.e.f. 01.04.2017. The TEX Fund has a minimum corpus of 35
crores with Government of India's contribution of ¥24.50 crores and the Small Industries
Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has a minimum contribution of ¥ 10.50 crores. SIDBI
Venture Capital Limited (SVCL) is the Investment Manager of the TEX-Fund.

(c) The TEX-Fund is aimed at providing equity investment to micro and small
enterprises in the powerloom sector to boost innovation in the industry by creation of
brands and generation of intellectual property and enable development of the Powerloom
Sector and allied activities. A toll-free helpline 1800222017 has also been launched to
provide multiple support services for availing benefits of PowerTex India Scheme. The
mobile app i.e. iPowerTex can be downloaded from google play store.

Stressful condition in textile industry despite increase in demand

1399. SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be
pleased to state:

(@ the reasons for spinning mills, fashion dress, apparel manufacturers and
cotton producers being in stressful conditions despite increase in the demand and
consumption of textile apparels;

(b) whether Government would come out with a plan to address the lacunae
under existing textile-related schemes and to frame regulations for the sustainability and
smooth operations of the textile sector; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) to (c) The
government has initiated special measures to help ameliorate the conditions in textile
sector due to covid pandemic and to boost production, marketing and job opportunities
in the sector.

It has announced a special economic package viz. Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan
for boosting economy of the country and making India self-reliant. Relief and credit
support measures have been announced for various sectors. The weavers & artisans
can avail benefits of these relief and credit support measures to revive their businesses
which have suffered due to lock down necessitated by Covid-19 pandemic.
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Ministry of Textiles has taken following initiatives for the benefits of handloom

weavers and artisans across the country:-

0]

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

V)

To support the handloom and handicraft sectors and to enable wider market
for handloom weavers/artisans/producers, steps have been taken to on-
board weavers/artisans on Government e-Market place (GeM) to enable
them to sell their products directly to various Government Departments and

organizations.

To promote e-marketing of handloom products, a policy frame work was
designed and under which any willing e-commerce platform with good track
record can participate in online marketing of handloom products. Accordingly,
23 e-commerce entities have been engaged for on-line marketing of handloom
products.

A social media campaign #Vocal4handmade was launched on the 6th National
Handloom Day by the Government, in partnership with all stakeholders, to
promote the handloom legacy of India and to ensure people's support for
the weaving community. It has been reported that the social media campaign
has resulted in renewed interest of the Indian public in handlooms and
several e-commerce players have reported increase in sale of Indian handloom

products.

The Ministry of Textiles has requested the Chief Ministers of all States and
UTs to instruct their State Handloom Corporations/Co-operatives/Agencies
to make purchases of the finished inventory available with the handloom
weavers/artisans so as to put some ready cash in the hands of the weavers
to enable them meet their household needs.

In the face of the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic, it is not feasible to
hold conventional marketing events such as exhibitions, melas, etc. To deal
with this crisis, the Government endeavors to provide online marketing

opportunities to our weavers and handloom producers.

Taking a step towards realizing "Aatma Nirbhar Bharat", the vision of our
Hon'ble Prime Minister, Handloom Export Promotion Council has endeavored
to virtually connect the Handloom Weavers and exporters from different
corners of the country with the International Market.
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(vi)

(vii)

With more than 200 participants from different regions of the country
showcasing their products with unique designs and skills, THE INDIAN
TEXTILE SOURCING FAIR was organized on 7, 10 and 11th August 2020.
The show has attracted considerable attention of the International Buyers.

Design Resource Centres are being set up in Weavers Service Centres
(WSCs) through NIFT with the objective to build and create design-oriented
excellence in the Handloom Sector and to facilitate weavers, exporters,
manufacturers and designers for creating new designs.

Apart from the above initiatives, Ministry of Textiles is implementing various
schemes through the Offices of Development Commissioner (Handlooms)
for overall development of handlooms and welfare of handloom weavers
across the country. The Scheme details are as under: -

1. National Handloom Development Programme (NHDP)
2. Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme (CHCDS)
3. Handloom Weavers' Comprehensive Welfare Scheme (HWCWS)

4. Yarn Supply Scheme (YSS)

Under the above schemes, financial assistance is provided for raw materials,

purchase of looms and accessories, design innovation, product diversification,

infrastructure development, skill upgradation, lighting units, marketing of handloom

products and loan at concessional rates.

Further, With a view to boost textiles sector in the country as well as for sustaining

employment and smooth functioning/operations in the textiles industry government has

already initiated two important steps which were part of Budget Announcement in Lok
Sabha on 01.02.2020. These are:-

Creation of National Technical Textiles Mission with total outlay of Rs 1480
Crore. Technical textiles are textiles which are used for their functional
properties, rather than for aesthetics or comfort. There are a large varities
of technical textiles some of which are used in important applications such
as agriculture, health and hygiene, medical applications, soil and water
conservation, roads and highway, railways, airports, sea-ports, defence,
protection of personnel in military, para-military, petrochemical/chemical
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industries, safety of fireman etc. The aim of the Mission is to position India
as a major producer, consumer and exporter of technical textile products in
the world map, therefore boosting its economy and technological capability.

. Abolition of anti-dumping duty on Purified Terephthalic Acid (PTA), which
is a critical input for man-made textile fibre and yarns. Its easy availability
and competitive pricing is desirable to unlock, the immense potential in
textile sector which is a significant employment generator.

In addition, Government is implementing various policy initiatives and schemes
for supporting the development of textile sector. These schemes and initiatives which
promote technology upgradation, creation of infrastructure, skill development and
sectoral development in the textile sector, create a conducive environment and provide
enabling conditions for textile manufacturing in the country and helps in boosting
textile sector through its various schemes, such as the Amended Technology
Upgradation Fund Scheme (A-TUFS), Schemes for the development of the Powerloom
Sector, Schemes for Technical Textiles, Scheme for Integrated Textile Parks (SITP),
Scheme for Additional Grant for Apparel Manufacturing Units under SITP (SAGAM),
SAMARTH- The Scheme for Capacity Building in Textile Sector (SCBTS), Jute (ICARE-
Improved Cultivation and Advanced Retting Exercise), Integrated Processing
Development Scheme (IPDS), Silk Samagra, National Handicraft Development Programme,
Integrated Wool Development Programme (IWDP), North East Region Textiles Promotion
Scheme (NERTPS), Rebate of State and Central Taxes and Levies (ROSCTL), Scheme
for Production and Employment Linked Support for Garmenting Units (SPELSGU) etc.

The above schemes are aimed at promotion/upgradation of Textile Industries/
Units all over the country. The indicative physical targets are allotted to States/
implementing agencies.

Innovation in the textile industry

1400. SHRI MAHESH PODDAR: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to
state:

(@ the measures Government is taking to promote individuals and MSMEs to
innovate new textile production and processing mechanisms;

(b) whether Government intends to collaborate with the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry to encourage textile production under the proposed One District One
Product approach;



