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(b) The draft legislative proposals and reports of concerned host government
entities on this subject are still under examination by the Kuwaiti authorities and hence
the nature and quantum of the impact on expatriates in Kuwait, including Indian

nationals, cannot be conclusively determined at this stage.

(¢) and (d) Consultations at diplomatic and political levels are held regularly on
the entire gamut of bilateral relations between the two sides. This matter has also been
discussed with the Kuwaiti authorities. The Kuwaiti side has expressed appreciation for

the contributions of the Indian community in the development of Kuwait.
India's diplomatic relations

1366. SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFATIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) the countries with whom India does not have diplomatic relations and its

reasons; and

(b) how many diplomatic offices are operating in different countries and the

number of sanctioned posts including the vacancy position as of now?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN): (a) India has diplomatic relations with all UN recogmzed

member states.

(b) There are 197 Missions/Posts and 3 Representative offices of India in
different countries. The sanctioned Cadre strength of the Indian Foreign Service 1s 978
against which there are 815 Cadre officers and 49 officers on deputation. The Ministry
has placed an indent of 48 with DoPT and UPSC for Civil Services Examinations 2019
and 2020. Vacancies are regularly reviewed and officers appointed. Generally, gaps
between the departure of incumbents and the arrival of their successors are kept to a
minimum. However, as the posting chains often involve several officers, on some
occasions, Missions/Posts abroad face some short-term vacancies. The COVID-19
situation has also led to temporary delays in the movement of personnel. It is not
possible to determine the exact number of vacancies since this is a continuous process
with some officers demitting charge and others assuming charge in some of our 197

Missions/Posts abroad.

Recently on account of the global pandemic of COVID-19, various countries

including India enforced strict lock-downs and restrictions on movement. This has
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severely impacted movement of officials to allotted stations of posting in a timely
manner. Vacancies arising on account of delayed movements are temporary in nature,
and all efforts are being made by the Minmistry to facilitate the movement of its ofTicers
through Vande Bharat Mission flights or under air-bubble agreements with partner

countries.
MoU with Portugal

1367 SHRIMATT SHANTA CHHETRI: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

{a) whether India and Portugal inked MoUs recently;

{by 1l so, the details and the outcome thereof;

{c) the benefits to India from such MoUs so far in different fields; and
{dy if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
{SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN): (a) to {(d) Yes. India and Portugal inked MoUs during
the visit of President of the Portuguese Republic H.E. Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa to India
from 13-16 February, 2020. The details of the MoUs signed and the envisaged benefits

are placed below:—

Sl No. Title of the MoU/Agreement Envisaged benefits

1 Memorandum of Understanding Share experience, design, technical,

{MoU) for Cooperation in Setting
Up of a Maritime Gallery at the
National Maritime Heritage Complex
in Lothal {Guarat).

Co-operation Agreement on Maritime
Transport and Port Development
between the Governments of India

and Portugal

implementation, maintenance and
service know-how for development
of National Maritime Heritage
Complex and enhance international

tourism

Promote maritime traffic and maritime

transport  industry, enhanced
cooperation in navigation control,
maritime search and rescue, fight
against pollution, protection of marine
and

environment exchange of

information




