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Proposal to merge Centre of Excellence for studies in classical Telugu with Bharatiya
Bhasha

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh):* "Telugu language
with a history of three thousand years was given status of classical language in 2008.
As a result, there was an opportunity to conduct in-depth research on the antiquity
and uniqueness of Telugu language. For a long time, the Centre of Excellence for
Studies in Classical Telugu (CESCT) was under the patronage of the Central Institute
of Indian Languages (CIIL) in Mysore. With the initiative taken by the Honble Vice-
President, Shri Venkaiah Naidu, the Centre eventually moved to Nellore in Andhra
Pradesh from Mysore. However, this Centre is not accorded independent
status."...(Interruptions)..

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): | am on my
legs. This is not fair. .. (Interruptions)..
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* English translation of the original speech delivered in Telugu.
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discussion. ..(Interruptions).. Hon. LoP, please take your seat. ..(Interruptions)..
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SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR: * "The language lovers and linguists
request that the Centre that is, CESCT should not be merged with Central Institute of
Indian Languages (CIIL), which will soon be awarded University Status. It is difficult
for the Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical Telugu (CESCT) to achieve its
goals with the status of a University. Instead, the Centre should be run separately with
autonomous status. People of Karnataka have already started their protest against
the decision of the Central Government and they want their Centre to continue with
autonomy without joining the University. Telugu-speaking people are also trying to
protest against the uncertainty.... (Interruptions ). .

After the appointment of Director to the Centre of Excellence for Studies in
Classical Telugu, research activities are in full swing. Two books have been
published. Six to seven books and research reports are ready for print. The
inaugural issue of the research journal ‘Telugu Siri” has been published. Hundreds of
faculty members and research students participated and benefited from conferences
held in Hyderabad, Tirupati, Mysore and Nellore. ...(Interruptions)..

At this juncture, the Government of India decided to convert the Central
Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL) in Mysore into Bharatiya Bhasha
Vishwavidyalaya. It appointed a committee of eleven members to formulate
guidelines and recommendations for the proposed University. The absence of even a
single Telugu member from either of the states in this Committee is a matter of
concern. ...(Interruptions)..

The Government of India has requested the Committee to give appropriate
directions on the matter of incorporating the Central Institute of Indian Languages as
part of the Bharatiya Bhasha Vishwavidyalaya. Immediately, our brothers from Tamil
Nadu have opposed this move and expressed their concern to this merger. It is very
unfortunate that the Government of Andhra Pradesh did not respond to this proposal
of merger. ...(Interruptions)..

The amalgamation of the Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical Telugu in
Nellore with a university will not only cause the Centre to lose its autonomous status,
rather it will also cripple its development. The revenue and expenses which will be

* English translation of the original speech delivered in Telugu.
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allocated for this centre will also go to the university. Telugu Departments in the
universities spread across the two Telugu states are doing a lot of work already."
..(Interruptions)..
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The House then adjourned at twenty minutes past eleven of the clock.

The House reassembled at twelve of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN /n the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Question Hour. Question No. 152; Shri K.R. Suresh
Reddy; not present. ... (Interruptions )...

*152. [The Questioner was absent. ]
Recognised Medical Colleges under MCI

*152. SHRI K.R. SURESH REDDY: Wil the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the names and number of medical colleges recognised by the Medical
Council of India (I\/ICI) in the country during the last three years;

(b) whether funds have been provided to recognised medical colleges by
Government in the States of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh during the last three
years; and

(c) whether funds provided by Government have been spent on the
improvements in the colleges, such as building constructions, medical equipments,
teaching system etc., if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. HARSH VARDHAN): (a)
to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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