[10 February, 2021]

Demand to initiate Entrepreneurship Leave Programmes for Government Employees

SHRI' ASHWINI VAISHNAW (Odisha): Respected Chairman, Sir, the focused efforts
of hon. Prime Minister, Shri Modiji, have made the Indian startup ecosystem as the
third largest in the world. More than 41,000 start-ups have been recognized by DPIIT
and these have created more than 4.7 lakh job opportunities. Sir, this is a huge
achievement by every measure and deserves acknowledgement and appreciation.

Many young people are entering Government jobs. Some of them have
entrepreneurial energy. Such young employees are wiling to take risks.
Unfortunately, service rules do not allow entrepreneurship.

In this context, Sir, | humbly put forth a proposal of 'Entrepreneur Leave' for
Government employees who are willing to take a break from their regular jobs and
pursue an entrepreneurial idea. Individuals with a safety net are capable and willing of
taking bigger risks. Countries like Canada, Sweden, Qatar are successfully running
such "Entrepreneurship Leave Programmes" , where employees willing to become full
time entrepreneurs are given leave for up to three years.

Mechanisms of checks and balances can be put in place to maintain
transparency and fair play. Such startups may also get some initial seed fund and
hand-holding . In return, the parent organization of the employee may hold some
equity in the startup. This will also give boost to revenue generation within
Government. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

Demand for dedicated Doordarshan Channel for broadcast in Chhattisgarhi language
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