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Ministry of Tribal Affairs through virtual mode on 12.01.2021. This may kind be
expedited for the larger interest of the forest dwelling scheduled Tribes and other
Traditional Forest Dwellers.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK:  Sir, | associate myself with the issue raised by the hon.
Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA: Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the hon.
Member.

SHRI BHASKAR RAO NEKKANTI: Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR: Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the hon.
Member.
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MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION - Contd.
Need to extend benefits under the Ujjwala Scheme

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, according a Lancet Report
published in 2018, household air pollution claims the lives of almost half a million
Indians and is also a cause for major lethal diseases. Sir, in the light of this, naturally
therefore, the Pradhan Mandri Ujwala Yojana, which boosts the usage of clean
cooking fuels and helps control the related-diseases came as a solace and is the right
step of the Government in that direction. Sir, it was also heartening that in a very
short time the Government claimed success in achieving 98 per cent coverage of LPG
pan-india. However, this seems to be very short-lived as some of the reports and
surveys have happened through several agencies and the Government itself. | would
like to cite a few examples, the CAG Report, the National Family Health Survey-V, the
76™ survey of the National Statistical Office in 2019. It shows (1) shocking and
startling revelations of misuse and mismanagement, (2) that in spite of the 98 per
cent coverage claimed, there is only 20 per cent increase in the actual usage of clean
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cooking fuel from 2015-16. Further, many other parameters which show 44.5 per cent
of rural households still using firewood, chips and crop residue etc. meaning thereby
that even now the usage of LPG cylinders is very low and so therefore, reaffirming that
providing cylinders is one thing and putting it to use is another. Sir, in our country
where 220 million sustain their life in less than Rs. 32 a day means around 44 million
families living under less than Rs. 4,800 per month. Sir, affordability and process to
secure refill is a major issue under DBT. The beneficiary has to pay the amount and
then wait for subsidy to come into his account. This, Sir, is a huge challenge for poor
families. We want that this scheme to become success.

So, | sincerely urge the Government of India that the Ujjwala Scheme be
restructured, an additional monetary incentive be given to encourage refils as
recommended by the Committee on Petroleum and Natural Gas in 2020 and a system
be developed that is practical and work for the poor. Thank you.

SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the submission made by
the hon. Member.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the submission made
by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the submission
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI REWATI RAMAN SINGH (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, | also associate myself with the
submission made by the hon. Member.

SHRI BHASKAR RAO NEKKANTI (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the
submission made by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Cdisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the submission made
by the hon. Member.
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