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MR. CHAIRMAN: Very Good.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK: Sir, | would like to associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.
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DR. SASMIT PATRA: Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN: Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Vandana Chavan.

Need to increase efforts towards afforestation and conservation of forests and tree
cover to meet 2030 carbon sink target

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, as a country, India and our hon.
Prime Minister have played a stellar role at the COP-21 and made ambitious
commitments at Paris.

On the renewable energy front, Sir, we are doing an exemplary job. It is now
evident that we will exceed our commitments in the installation of solar energy.
However, Sir, we are seriously lagging on the front of creation of the additional carbon
sink 1o sequester the 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent by 2030 so as
to be in kegping with the internationally-determined contributions.

Sir, there are several reports. Due to paucity of time, | will not read them out.
All these reports reveal, Sir, that there is a major deficit and that we have a daunting
task to achieve our targets. To reach the target of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide by 2030, India will require 30 million hectares of land for afforestation.
According to TERI, we have to densify the existing forests which is a conservative
approach and it will achieve only one-third of the target. But the remaining two-third,
Sir, will have to be achieved by afforestation of non-forest land. Sir, forest is a
Concurrent subject and therefore the efforts of the State Governments are extremely
important. Experts say that India has to double the rate of forest cover expansion.

Sir, | urge the Government to push the States to do their bit to encourage
urban forests in the cities which is mandated by the Schedule 12 of the 74"
Amendment to provide sufficient budgetary provision to involve public sector, and last
but not the least, Sir, to urge that massive awarenesss programme be taken to
ensure that citizens understand the importance of forests as carbon sinks and any
interference with them will be treated as non-negotiable. Thank you, Sir.

DR. SASMIT PATRA: Sir, | would like to associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.



