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[RAJYA SABHA]

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI BHASKAR RAO NEKKANTI (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.
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Demand to approve conservation plan for historical excavation site at Navratangarh
in Jharkhand
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PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA (Bihar): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.
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SHRI BHASKAR RAO NEKKANTI (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

Demand to stop disinvestment in Visakhapatnam Steel Plant

SHRI AYODHYA RAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, as this august House is aware,
the Government has initiated process of disinvestment to monetise the assets and
values of various Government-owned public-sector companies.

YSR Congress Party had specifically expressed its opposition to the
disinvestment of the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant which employs a large number of
people. It is the main source of employment for the people of Andhra Pradesh, who
have an emotional attachment with the Visakhapatnam Steel Plant and are against
any such initiative of the Government.

| also feel that there is a strong need to preserve our better performing public
sector companies rather than disinvesting them. These companies are our national
assets, which will always be considered as wealth and security to the nation and its
people, both for the present generation and for the generations to come.
Disinvestment for the sake of generating funds to use it somewhere else is not a viable
option and it will do harm to the economy. | am not suggesting that the loss-making
ones should be continued to be run with Government support but efforts should be
made to run them using modern technology, modern management methods, and, to
modernise them to meet the demands of the time. All such PSUs need a makeover
and change to meet the requirements of the time.

| call upon the Government to stop disinvestment of Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE (Kamataka): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Karnataka): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.
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