[22 March, 2021]

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI BHASKAR RAO NEKKANTI (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

Demand to recognize Odisha's Maritime trade history and utilize its potential in India's
foreign policy

DR. AMAR PATNAIK (Odisha): Mr. Chairman, Sir, as the maritime space re-
emerges as the theatre for geopolitical competition, it is imperative to tap into the
great potential that Odisha's rich ancient maritime civilization has to offer, and use
that information to strengthen our cultural diplomacy.

Odisha was instrumental in shaping the history and culture for South-East
Asia. Kalinga had maritime trade links with South-Asian, East-African, and certain
Arab countries. This maritime trade not only helped in economic development, but
also led to greater socio-cultural assimilation of the whole region. For instance,
Odisha played a significant role in the evolution of Hindu culture in Bali.

The trade routes, discovered by our forefathers in Odisha, have not only socio-
cultural significance, but geo-political consequence as well, in today's day and age.
The impact that maritime trade of Odisha had created in the Indo-Pacific region 'then’
could provide an edge for India to negotiate diplomatically 'now’ in a better way, if we
develop this perspective. Therefore, | urge the Government to promote further
research and study, as there is lack of information about the ancient maritime history
of Odisha. Most of it remains unexplored. Tapping into the ancient maritime culture
oF Qdisha will provide a whole new dimension to India's strength in cultural diplomacy
and soft power in harbouring greater ties with South-East Asia.

We also need proper archaeological and scientific survey of coastal Odisha
which will help in locating the unidentified ports.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | associate myself with the matter raised by the
hon. Member.

SHRI BHASKAR RAO NEKKANTI (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.
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[RAJYA SABHA]
SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA SINGH (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.
SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.
MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION - Conid.
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Low salaries of technical and supporting staff of private hospitals and medical
education institutions
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