GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, COOPERATION AND FARMERS WELFARE
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 127
TO BE ANSWERED ON 12/2/2021
CONTRIBUTION OF AGRICULTURE TO GDP

*127 Shri Sambhaji Chhatrapati:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether agriculture contributes about 15 per cent of national GDP and provides

employment to about 50 per cent of the total population of the country;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether some increase in output from agriculture was witnessed during the peak months

of the pandemic in comparison to other sectors; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the likely contribution of agriculture to GDP in future as a

result of advanced technology developed by agriculture scientists?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

( SHRI NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR)

(a) to (d): A statement is laid on the Table of the House.



STATEMENT IN RESPECT OF PARTS (a) TO (d) OF THE RAJYA SABHA STARRED
QUESTION NO. 127 FOR 12.2.2021 REGARDING CONTRIBUTION OF AGRICULTURE
TO GDP.

(a) & (b): As per the First Advance Estimates of National Income, released by National Statistics
Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) on 70 January 2021,
the share of Agriculture and Allied Sectors in Gross Value Added (GVA) of the country for the year
2020-21 1s 16.3 percent at Constant 2011-12 Prices . As per the Periodic Labour Force Survey

(PLFS), conducted by MoSPI during July 2018-June 2019, the percentage of workers in the usual

status engaged in agriculture sector in the country is 42.49 per cent.

(c) & (d): Yes sir. Agriculture sector performed better than other sectors of the economy, during
the corona pandemic. As per the Estimates of National Income 2020-21 released by NSO, MoSPI, on
31% August, 2020, the growth rate of real Gross Value Added (GVA ) of Agriculture & Allied
sectors is 3.4 percent in the first quarter (April - June), 2020-21. It is the only sector that has
contributed positively to the overall Gross Value Added (GVA) in first quarter (April - June),
2020-21.

Agriculture was largely insulated from the lockdown in India as timely and proactive
exemptions from COVID-19 induced lockdowns to the sector facilitated uninterrupted harvesting of
rabi crops and sowing of kharif crops. As per First Advance Estimates for 2020-21 (Kharif Crops
only), total foodgrain production in the country is estimated at 144.52 million tonnes. The production
during 2020-21 is higher by 9.83 million tonnes than the average food grain production of previous

five years’ (2014-15 to 2018-19).

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is engaged in developing high-yielding,
disease/pest resistant varieties and technologies in crops, horticulture, animal and fisheries science
which have enabled food and nutritional security in the country. The varieties, technologies and
timely advisories and input support provided by ICAR matched with the efforts of the farming
community have enabled the country to achieve 3.4% agricultural growth during the First Quarter of

the financial year, 2020-21 despite difficulties posed by COVID-19 pandemic.
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“FH B 30916 A FR Fr REAG” F daw 7 fGeF 12.02.2021 F 3T TS |AT
dRIfFd W HEAT 127° & 0T (F) @ (F) & 3ca¥ & Hefia R@avon

(F) qUT (T):TET FETHT FEATET  (TATH3N), IR 3R FEHA  HRA—ad
FACA(TANTHNINE) car’T 07 FoAady, 2021 & IR TCET 3T & Ugel HAA
AT & IFAR,TY 2020-21 & AT & F Thel Ao A (SNA0) F F T Feg
&t A REERY a¥ 2011-12 & &R #Fedl W16.3 gfaRrd g1 Jors 2018- ST 2019
& e Fifeger AR FRIFA FRcadd AAGT aRT fhU T IEaRE 4H7 Fa FIaTor
(ATATHTH) & IFER, U H H¥ &9 A Goloed AT BAT F FHamRt a1 gfderd
42.49 |

(@) T (7@): S g7l HT & o R HGTHART & aReT o Jdegaedr & 3= &= 6
379&T dgR UGl fhar &1 USET FITETRIT HraTerd (VAuH3t), Aifeger 3R Frsha
-] HATGI SaRT 31 39Ed, 2020 & S TSET 3T 2020-21 & 36fAE &
HTER, BN TUT Tag &A1 T aEcideh Hebel Hod aU= (SHAIT) T gig e Tgell AT
(3er-5fT), 2020-21 # 3.4 WA §l TG oo THAE & § s Tgoll AR
(3T-ST6T), 2020-21 H HHI Fhel Hed T (SAIT) H FhRIcHS ARG & Bl

AR A FN dlhsB3 @ IHAWF 3venfad & Fife 5@ &89 & FfAs-19 F HRoT
ol9T AT SAlhs3al ¥ FAT W AR @fFg g F & vaal f Ay Fes 3R @lw
BECl HT TS T I S=7| ¥ 2020-21 & JGUH HAH ARG (haol TAH BEel)
% AR, ¢ H el Wiedleal 3cuieeT 144.52 AT o Hiepfola fohar aram g1 a¥
2020-21 % SRIT WETeA 3calea Roar o aot (2014-15 & 2018-19) & o
3 @redesT 3caiea & 9.83 fAfome oo 3w gl

HRAT Y T TRYG (INSHTIN) HHell, qETEwE, T T HAET a1 7 3T
derar arell, IT/AE A TheAT aar wiedf@frat & era & dova § ows o &
e T GINOT IIET H FETH TAAT §l ISR ga@R 3UIsy S IS feheaAl,
mﬁﬁmamwmﬁa?weﬁamﬁwmwéﬂﬁmma?mﬁm
F FAS-19 FEAR & FROT 3TN HSAEAT & e Red a§ 2020-21 H ggehr
faaTEr & 2RTeT 3.4 gfavrd HW gfg eX 9°d FT A FarA 11 ¢
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sft gsmafa : off demeht oaadt ..., 3 FeAfedT & faw o 1w g Right.
No supplementaries ! Okay. Now, Q.No. 128.
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