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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. : 3226 

TO BE ANSWERED ON THE  24th March 2021  

ROUTES UNDER UDAN SCHEME 

3226.    SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA                    

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:- 

(a) the number of air routes assigned to different airlines, both 

Government and private under UDAN scheme; 

(b) the number of those not yet been operational and the reasons for 

it; 

(c) the details of the airfields in Odisha included in the UDAN scheme 

and by when that will be operational; and 

(d) the details of the airlines allowed to operate from Veer Surendra 

Sai (VSS) Airport, Jharsuguda and which are the cities/town 

connected? 

ANSWER 

Minister of State (IC) in the Ministry of CIVIL AVIATION      

(Shri Hardeep Singh Puri) 

(a) to (d): Airports Authority of India(AAI), the implementing agency, 

has awarded 772 valid RCS routes to 21 Selected Airline 

Operators(SAOs) so far. Out of these 772 RCS routes, 325 RCS routes 

have been operationalized.   The Selected Airline Operators (SAOs) 

under UDAN are obligated to commence RCS flight operations on a 

RCS-route within a period of six months from the issuance of Letter 

of Award or within two months from the readiness of airport, 

whichever is later, unless any extension is granted by the 

Implementing Agency. However, there is a delay in operationalizing 

some routes/discontinuation of the routes, for reasons which include: 

i)Non-readiness of civil airports/heliports, which may be related to 

availability of land, development of required infrastructure, 

compliances related to licencing of airport, etc  
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ii) Delay in obtaining Scheduled Commuter Operators Permit by new 

entrant Airlines. 

iii) Unsustainability of the operation on the awarded routes, leading 

to discontinuation. 

 

 

 

Airfields of Odisha included in the UDAN Scheme are Rourkela, 

Amarda Road, Angul, Barbil, Birasal, Gudari, Hirakund, Jayakpur, 

Jeypore, Lanjigarh, Nawapara, Padampur, Rairangpur, Raisuan, 

Rangeilunda, Sukinda, Theruboli, Tushra, Utkela. After four rounds of 

biding,  AAI, the implementing agency has awarded RCS routes  

connecting Bhubaneshwar, Jharsuguda and Rourkela in Odisha. M/s 

Alliance Air and M/s Spicejet are the airlines operating to/from 

Jharsuguda Airport. Jharsuguda is currently connected to 

Bhubaneshwar, Raipur, Delhi, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bengaluru and 

Mumbai. 

****** 
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