GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION No. 63
TO BE ANSWERED ON 08.02.2021

Prevention of wildlife trafficking of Red Pandas and Indian Pangolins
*63. SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of red pandas and Indian pangolins in Singalila National Park and Neora
Valley National Park in West Bengal over the last three years;

(b) whether their population has been decreasing, if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether Government is aware of this decrease and has taken note of their cross-
border poaching;

(d) if so, targeted steps Government has undertaken to deal with this problem,;

(e) whether Government plans to develop a cross-border anti-trafficking network of
bureaucrats, local stakeholders, environmentalists, NGOs and communities; and

(f) if so, the details thereof, if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR)

(a) To (f) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

*hk
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a), (b), (c), (d), (¢) and (f)
OF THE RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *63 REGARDING
PREVENTION OF WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING OF RED PANDAS AND INDIAN
PANGOLINS BY SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI DUE FOR REPLY ON 08.02.2021

(a), (b), (c) As informed by the Government of West Bengal, thepopulation of Red
and (d) Panda was estimated to be 32 in Neora Valley National Park and 38 in
Singalila National Park in the year 2012.Estimates indicate that the

numbers of Red Panda after 2012 are on the rise.

Red Panda are foundin the temperate montane forests in the eastern
Himalayas. In India, Red Pandas are found in States of Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, West Bengal and Meghalaya. They are arboreal
species and depend on bamboo for their survival.

As informed by the Government of West Bengal and Wildlife Crime
Control Bureau,no case of Red Panda poaching or illegal trade of its body
parts has been reported in West Bengal.

Indian Pangolins, also known as scaly ant eaters, live in burrows and are
found in large numbers in tropical forests as well as open land, grasslands
and degraded habitatsthrough out the country except North Eastern
States. Population assessment of Indian Pangolins is not carried out.

As informed by the Wild Life Crime Control Bureau, the details of
seizure of Pangolin scales/ Pangolinsmade in the country is as follows:

S. No. | Year | No. of cases | No. of
accused
arrested

1 2017 | 14 27

2 2018 | 19 70

3 2019 | 36 105

4 2020 | 27 77

The measures taken by the Government to control illegal poaching and
illegal trafficking of wild animals including Pangolins and Red
Pandasinclude:

1. In the year 2018, the Standing Committee of National Board for
Wildlife approved the inclusion of Red Panda as one of the
species under ‘Recovery Programme for Critically Endangered
Species’ for financial assistance under the Centrally Sponsored
Scheme: ‘Development of Wildlife Habitats’.

ii. The Government of India is supporting a project: ‘Red Panda
augmentation Programme in Singalila National Park and Neora
Valley National Park in West Bengal’, submitted by Government
of West Bengal which,inter alia, includes conservation breeding
of Red Panda and re-stocking of the population of Red Panda in
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(¢) and (f)

1il.

1v.

the wild. Financial support to the tune of Rs. 2.446 Crores has
been sanctioned to West Bengal under this project.

Funds are provided by the Government of India  under
‘Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats’ for  habitat
enrichment including maintenance of grasslands, which, inter-
alia, helps in conservation of Indian Pangolin.

Both Indian Pangolin and Red Panda are listed in Schedule — I of
Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972, giving them the highest status
of protection in the country.

Wildlife Crime Control Bureaugathers intelligence about
poaching and unlawful trade in wild animals and animal articles
and is responsible for inter-state and trans-boundary coordination
in enforcement of wildlife laws.Wildlife Crime Control Bureau
has coordinated species specific operation named LESKNOW
towards control of poaching and illegal trade of lesser known
wild animals including Pangolins. Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau has regularly participated in global operations such as
operation THUNDERBALL envisaged by INTERPOL’s
Wildlife working group for prevention of poaching and illegal
trade of wildlife and their parts.

India is a member of South Asian Wildlife Enforcement Network and is
also one of the collaborating nations with INTERPOL, which provide
platform for cross border co-ordination among countries for sharing
information and enforcement actions against transboundary wildlife
crimes and illegal wildlife trafficking.

skeksk

25



HRT EEHR
TAERor, e AR Seay afade dareT
TS g1
arifha wesT H. 63
08.02.2021 I 3cX & favw

el gieT 3R AR dmfae aegsial i g i Asa=

*63. &t feorer Fad:

(3

7 gATeRor, g AR Ferarg aRadd 7l Ig I H AT w7

o i ot & oRgeA s & Remelier T8 3e= qur =aRT gl T
3¢ H ATl 9isT Ud AR Yanfeled 61 q&ar fhdell-foder &;

AT JoTehl WEAT el off W@ g, IS g, dl $Heh T RO §;

FAT TIHR FI ST ged! T&AT & T H AFARRT § JUT FIT TWHR & JHAER I
g I 3% 379 R W X fFar g§;

afg g, dF 38 GAEA ¥ fAuea & 3650 ¥ WER o Hlad-dhied H dfaid dHed 3017
g;
FIT WHR A ARG, TAAT BaURS, gIaRoifder, R-TERT TISAT 2T
FAGTET N AMAT FA §T WAMR FERI-NE sAeadh A fafid T f A &
3R

Ife g, af deged s #ar § 3R afe 8T, O 9% a1 FROT §?

3cdX

TAETor, a AR Fearg aRade w5
(sft g1 ATTSFI)

@), @), @), @), 3) 3R @ U fQauT TeaT & Yol U @M 14T ¢l

* % % % k
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“qT gisT IR HRAT Mo geasial i T &0 i deg” F @9y 7 4 Raw FEd
garr fsTi 08.02.20021 F 3w & fAT (F AT AT WHT ARIFFT Tt H. 63 F HWT (F),
@), @), (@), () 3R (@) F 39T # FHeia Ravor

@), (@), (@M IR (7) S F ofdad goner garr R R m@r an, ¥ 2012 #F o
qiST T FE&AT ORI =1 AT 3egrsl # 32 3R fFammelenr I e # 38 ATl H
IS ATl HTeholel AT & T a¥ 2012 & a1g § offel 9IsT T H&AT # J&fo g1 @ &

el TisT qdi fRATer &l & |HMAST oo &A1 & uiv Sd §1 #RA #A, ool qisT fAfeRa,
IEOMESl Y&, UiaH Sl 3R AGlord Tdl # uiv o g1 9 gatard genfaar § 3R
3T Seealitaddr & fow 9 X R B £

qREH S WER 3R Fedeia Y AT U G@RT & TS FAT F IaR,afvaw
SIS H offel 98T & 379y R A7 586 RN & [{EAT &1 3194 auR g & frar o
AHS T FEA e A g B

HARAT YaifoleT qugigr =i @il arel 99 & &9 A o A, el 7 wa § 3R e’
AT T BISH THY G H T3 HCIT H ISR daef &7 & HIU-H1Y Gor offA, a¥al
AT AR kAT arE-Fell H 9v S g1 AR YanfereT dhr H&AT #T Mehole el
foram Smar Bl

Fedoild Y {07 S GaRT JAT i, o A YanfeleT T qufsat / Yaifols & 3o &
Toil g9 IEG3N Y Sl &1 sART f¥etad &,

.. | av ATHAD Fr &1 | FRFAR fhe 91w
Jifrgerdt $r
e

1 2017 14 27

2 2018 19 70

3 2019 | 36 105

4 2020 | 27 77
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THR gt danforeT 3R arer st A g a3t & 31dy ReR 3R 38y ORI @EEd we
& fow frv av Ut # Arafar@d arfae &

gy 2018 &, TSET F=gollg a5 A TR TfAfa F S yfaa A ‘aegsiia arg-veat
o1 fasr & dgd faccid Tl gq R & A Feherdoel Toilfadl & fT sgrel srishe
& dgd olel 9isT &l Jollfadl # § Uk & T H AR T S & e rgaea feam

R THR, IRTH el TFR @R G A a5 aRer; ‘afXes soner & fHameliem
T 3Tl dAT w7 G T 36T H el 98T Hated FIhA’ &l Feradm
Y R W & A ey S F Fr-ary a-d HaTAT Aol 9isT T HIETOr
Uolelel 3R ofTel 9137 T TE&AT I HIGH IWaAT ATHA g1 38 IRIASTAT & dgd aieds
SIS Y 2.446 FUS T b &I fdccdia HgrIam Fipiad &I a1 gl

HRA THR SIRT U1 $AAT & IWIET Wed ar-¥Iel Sl JGRAT g ‘Tedoiid ard-
el T Thpd fAhRT & ded RAAT et & S &, S 3T ST & Jr-ary;
AR daFAeT 7 TETOT et F FEIAT el B

AR danfest 3R orer qist g @ aedeia (ERaTon) Rl 1972 B sergE-,
A ey Fh 3o¢ U H ITIdA e A1 FAfd gerer v o @ gl

degolld AR fAa0T sgU g a3t & 3dY RIeR 3R aeg gt 3R 9eEd &
R & I A §el g5 aFG3T & I Pl AOR & v F 3@ T A
¢ 3R Feele @O Fp & vaad # FR-UAT AR de-oie g eaw & fav
SccRerlY 81 aegeiia 3oy fEer s danfoe afgd & Ad a=g it & 3dy
R 3R 3dy sqUR & 0T & AU TeRTERTAsEsey. A Folfa fafdrse
HAIRT T FHElCGT AT &1 degelld R @907 g0 7 FIfAd &9 4 a=geha
& 30y RFR 3N 3% R & 300 & 3dY AR H IH6AHA & T s &
gl SN HHAG SaNT IRepfodd ‘Ustaler HPA S dffaeh A= 7 amr
foram &1

(3) 3R (@) #R4A, cf&UT TRIUES gwIelld Yadd aAcds & Ted ¢ 3T SxaidT & Ay
Al Tsel # F v Y § S DT geueig Geelt ot 3R 3y aegeid R
& favey o 3R yada Fars dET & & v g & d9 dH-OR @ eag & fou
HI Y&l &l 8l

% % % ¥
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it famrer Bradt . g9l Aeiey, ST9 gAiaRor &1 q1d &1l 8, ar g_1 g
B TN ¥ 14 AT g1 ARAGY H GITGRT BT 91 AR d&i H ol T8 §
3R I9Th] Iooi Al g1 B9R "IgId HeDhY " H Aded © - B2 oid, R
S T2, 3R 321 H VS el 3R $ieTT Yo 9N 59 URaR &
ASR & R, T BI Yeb RUIC H 911 771 2 b g7 AGT1S O 981 8-
T8 GADR 3BT M| HART U2 I8 2 b 3y Rt 2.44 BRIe 90y QU &,
a1 T 39 9 R R 9§ fIR &b R 7 Siidi B 3y ¢, Il
conservation 81, S9® IR H faaR Ha1?

A gFERr FESF: AR e AT fERwr Ay S @ wdhfa 3R
JITaROT &7 AT Tgd fiar g1t @ 3R & o TawTd AT gl T
St Y5 uler ¥, s@h dew A wg o wow & B oaw oo
conservation & foU Sl 97 A Ahd §, O H Fgem AT §
f o faT 34 & walt el €T Wl Ifor I8 dear 3neh -

AT 95 W §, dF WEA SAQT T F FOYU H FAN IHTOT WA §
- AT ST T HEAT de §, W H TEAr Fers §, gfddt fr g
9915 §, oS @ HEA ¢ § IR TS H Fear off @@ g, ar
3Tehl HEAT J1 & foIT 81 QU SRIhA g 3R S8HA §A 39 el
T oY |y ofd|
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N &y MRAdl: W, sk Ty & T Indian pangolins &
3hs A%l &1 el T § fh population assessment of Indian
pangolins is not carried out. ®, 3Tl &I JaT CeFalcllol

g g1 Sffew &, SOue §9 8 Weese Foacs o €, ar AW e

Jg & & FI1 319 399 consider I [ SHFAT Hhad fFH TR
q g

st g1 SAE@SHI: T pangolins BRI HT F&AT H §, dfhad ITg
geas ¢ f poaching @ &t o &g 3Tam & 3R gHfAT IT§ 18R
HEl &, o SEHI W e oe & faw @r technological
options g, 3ol @ MW 3R S8 RT 3R /=l &7 camera
trap o ¢@T Sdr &, a8 & 3§d a1 far Seenm, g o
ST

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Sir, through you, 1 would like to
invite the attention of the hon. Minister towards a
serious issue of man-animal conflict In the wildlife
areas. Recently, iIn the districts of Kerala i1tself, so
many people have died due to the animal attacks. They
come iInto the rural villages and attack the people.
Meanwhille, one more point 1is that recently, the

Ministry has 1issued a draft buffer zone notification

regarding some wildlife areas. For example, 1in
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Wayanad, they declared some buffer zones and in Sulthan
Bathery town. ..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please put the question.

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Shri Rahul Gandhi has already
written a letter to the hon. Minister bringing this
issue to his notice. Has a collective discussion with
the people of that area been undertaken? Without having
a discussion with the people of that area, the
Government 1is going to notify the Draft Notification
regarding the buffer zone. It iIs creating a huge issue
in that area.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Venugopalji, you have raised the issue.
SHRI K.C.  VENUGOPAL: will the Government hold
discussions with the people of that area?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Venugopalji, you have raised the 1issue.
Let the Minister respond.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Sir, through you, 1 would
like to 1i1nform Venugopalji that we, in the Central
Government, don"t pick up villages and decide the Eco-
Sensitive Zone. It iIs the State Government which gives
the proposal. So, 11t 1i1s the State Government®s
proposal which 1s under consideration, but the TfTinal

notification will happen only after we receive

suggestions. That 1s why, we issue draft first and
then we issue final notification. That 1s the Tfirst
point.

As far as wildlife and human conflict iIs concerned,

that 1s a very relevant and very serious 1issue. When
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we talk about elephant deaths or any wild animal®s
death, we must be sensitive and compassionate and we
must also show our sensitivity. At the same time, let
us not forget that in India last year, 100 elephants
were killed In various incidents, but 500 people also
got killed. So, this 1s a serious problem and we
should not lose sense of proportion and take action.

That 1s what we are doing now.

st wemafa: AT d#AT gfadd

Aadt dar gfadd: W, # R & IR A FT Y@ TEd g
AGIT, A AT A v fFamar § & S vt & grgde Af8e gg
Toid ¥ 3R dgd WY AR w3y o ¥, s ey aron S
FAA BT, 3TH I HAoHic d HF A § 3N 396 d&¢ F fopcden

RT GiegQel gl g2 & TR $8h IR # HIg TE Hed 38T T

€, TE H ST TR g

A gFRr FESF: FHIIT ABIGT, §AG a¥ 2016 H SAIATSH dEC
HoAoHe T8 IR U 3o AR & AT AT Biel g o el
dwsl 930 & Usde T gid g, I8 & & ursde IEddrelr &
3R Srhr ST 99IcH & SesR H I@d &, U Gl SEIEl 8 SATSHe
d¥C Folde BldT & 3R sHH FH Todr H fAr STar § Jur 3ger
T faflse ik @ & S Beddd &, g gARdd fhar S gl
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9 AAS & AT 3T aF A fre 3R ahr gt @ safted
dFC A TheH QI g9, o 3@h AU o fAW Aeem seg I
§AN FET B! e § d¥c Aeloric g ¢, U@ glm wF @ B

MR. CHAIRMAN : Question No.64
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