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RAJYA SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.  673 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 08.02.2021 

Expansion of forest cover 

673. DR. KIRODI LAL MEENA:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Government has any plan in respect of environment conservation andexpansion
of forest cover;

(b) if so, the details of expanded forest cover by means of afforestation;
(c) the details of funds provided for conservation and afforestation during the last threeyears,

year-wise and State-wise; and
(d) the details of the funds allocated and amount utilised in this regard?

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
(SHRI BABUL SUPRIYO) 

(a) Various schemes are being implemented by Central and State Government for
improvement of forest cover in the country. These include National Afforestation
Programme (NAP)and Green India Mission (GIM) being implemented by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change. Afforestation activities are also taken up under
various programmes/funding sources such as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme, PradhanMantriKrishiSinchayeeYojana, Compensatory
Afforestation Funds under Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA). Afforestation activities are also taken up under various schemes of
State Government /UT Administration. 

Besides the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is also implementing National 
Agroforestry Policy since 2014. One of the goal of the National Agroforestry Policy 2014 
is meeting the ever increasing demand of timber, food, fuel, fodder, fertilizer, fibre and 
other agroforestry products, conserving the natural resources and forest; protecting the 
environment & providing environmental security; and increasing the forest/tree cover. 
Also, Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) is a Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme for the holistic growth of the horticulture sector covering fruits, 
vegetables, root & tuber crops, mushrooms, spices, flowers, aromatic plants, coconut, 
cashew, cocoa and bamboo.   

(b) The multi-departmental efforts have yielded good results in conserving environment by
addressing the problem of deforestation. Government’s efforts to plant more trees have
also been reflected in the assessments in biennial India State of Forest Reports (ISFR).
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