GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 680
TO BE ANSWERED ON 08.02.2021

Spread of invasive Lantana plants in tiger habitats
680. SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI:

Will the Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government has taken serious note of spread of invasive Lantana plants in tiger
habitats across India that has resulted in scarcity of native forage plants for wild
herbivores;

(b) whether Government has undertaken/plans to undertake any steps for ecological
restoration of Lantana invaded landscapes;

(©) if so, the details thereof including area restored till date out of total Lantana invaded area;

(d) if not, the reasons therefor;

(e) whether Government has commissioned any research to understand how native
vegetation responds to various Lantana removal practices like uprooting, weeding, fire,
etc.; and

6y} if so, the details thereof, if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI BABUL SUPRIYO)

(a), (b) & (c) Yes, the Government is aware of invasive species in tiger reserves of the country
which are being mapped on a quadrennial basis during country wide assessment of tigers. This
mapping helps in formulating site specific interventions which are operationalised through the
Tiger Conservation Plans mandated by the Wildlife (Protection) Act and financially assisted
under the ongoing Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Project Tiger.

(d) Question does not arise.
(e) & (f) Yes, the National Tiger Conservation Authority in collaboration with the Wildlife

Institute of India has initiated a project titled “Study on vegetation and habitat quality changes
vis-a-vis tiger conservation in India” which addresses the issue.
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