GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM & NATURAL GAS

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1893
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10™ MARCH 2021

Fire in Baghjan oil field
1893. SHRI AJIT KUMAR BHUYAN:

Will the Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas be pleased to
state:

(@) whether it is a fact that that recent fire in the oil field of Baghjan oilfield has
created havoc in the upper Assam,;

(b)  if so, the details thereof;

(c) the Qil India Limited (OIL) has not yet been able to contain the fire, if so, the
reason therefor;

(d) the steps taken for rehabilitating the people who were evacuated when the fire
broke out so far; and

(e) the steps taken by the concerned Ministry to mitigate the ecological destruction
caused by the fire?

ANSWER

MINISTER IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM & NATURAL GAS
(SHRI DHARMENDRA PRADHAN)

(@) to (c): A blowout occurred on 27.05.2020 at one of the well of Oil India
Limited(OIL) located at Baghjan in Tinsukia district of Assam. Considering the
potential risk, all nearby villagers were evacuated and shifted to nearby relief
camps. Crisis Management Teams from OIL, and ONGC, and global experts in
blowout control were mobilized. The well caught fire on 9™ May 2020. The well was
controlled on 15™ November, 2020.
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(d):

(e):

Approximately, 3,000 affected families were evacuated to rehabilitation camps
under the supervision of District Administration. Relief measures including
accommodation, food, drinking water, toilets & hygiene, medical aids, baby food,
stand-by doctor etc were provided to villagers in the relief camps. OIL has paid an
amount of Rs. 102.28 Crore (Rupees One Hundred Two Crore and Twenty Eight
Lakhs only) to the District Administration of Tinsukia district for disbursement to the
affected families in terms of District Authority’s instructions and NGT Order.

Different agencies were engaged to study and assess ecological damage due to

the blowout. A NABET/QCI accredited consultant for Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) and the Assam Agriculture University (AAU) to study effect on
crop damage have been engaged. As per findings of study report of M/s The
Energy & Resources Institute (TERI) engaged for Ambient Air Quality (AAQ)
monitoring, the parameters of air quality were found to be within limits as per
NAAQS (National Ambient Air Quality Standards) prescribed by Central Pollution
Control Board. Findings of study report of CSIR North East Institute of Science
and Technology (CSIR-NEIST), engaged for seismological study did not show any
surface deformation at the vicinity of the blowout site. Study report of 1IT-Guwahati,
engaged for heat impact study through thermal imaging and sonic measurement,
concluded that there was no significant effect of fire on the formation of crack in
the houses. However, there was damage to nearby houses and crops. Oil India
Limited provided relief / compensation to affected families.
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