GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2143
TO BE ANSWERED ON 15/03/2021

DESCRIPTION AND PRESENTATION OF NEWS IN ELECTRONICS AND PRINT
MEDIA

2143. SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
be pleased to state:

(@) whether there are any specified guidelines containing subjects, description
and presentation of News in Electronics and Print Media;

(b)  whether Government is aware that some news channels present news items
in @ manner which encourages communal disharmony, social bitterness and
encroaches upon individual liberty; and

(c)  whether Government is considering making necessary changes in the Press
Council of India guidelines to discourage such practices by few Electronics
and Print Media?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE; MINISTER OF
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING; AND MINISTER OF HEAVY INDUSTRIES
AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

(SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR)

(a) to (c): All programmes telecast on private satellite TV channels are required to
adhere to the provisions contained in Programme Code prescribed under the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 and the Rules framed thereunder. The
Programme Code contains a wide range of parameters to regulate content on TV
channels. The Programme Code has specific provisions that no programme
should be telecast which contains attack on religions or communities or visuals or
words contemptuous of religious groups or which promote communal attitudes or
which criticises, maligns or slanders any individual in person or certain groups,
segments of social, public and moral life of the country.

The Government issues advisories from time to time to broadcasters for
adherence to the Programme Code. Appropriate action is taken in cases where
Programme Code is found to be violated.

The Press Council of India under the provisions of Press Council Act, 1978
has framed the “Norms of Journalistic Conduct” which covers principles and ethics of
journalism and also guidelines for news reporting on various specific issues including
Caste, Religion or Community References.

%k %k %k %k %k %k %k k

216



