GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS
(DEPARTMENT OF SPORTYS)

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 198
TO BE ANSWERED ON 15.03.2021
Development of sports in tribal and hilly areas
198  Shri Sujeet Kumar:
Will the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has initiated any schemes for the development of sports/games and sports
institutions for tribal and hilly areas of the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(c) whether Government has any plan to introduce new schemes for nurturing sportspersons
belonging to tribal areas?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE)
FOR YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS
{SHRI KIREN RIJIJU}

(@) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (c) OF RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 198 TO BE ANSWERED ON 15.03.2021 REGARDING
“DEVELOPMENT OF SPORTS IN TRIBAL AND HILLY AREAS” ASKED BY SHRI
SUJEET KUMAR, HON’BLE MEMBER OF RAJYA SABHA

(@) to (c) ‘Sports’ being a State subject, the responsibility of development of sports, including
development of sports/games and sports institutions for tribal and hilly areas of the country, rests
with the State / Union Territory Governments. Central Government supplements their efforts by
bridging critical gaps. The effort of the Central Government is to promote sports/sports institutions
all over the country, including tribal and hilly areas. Moreover, under the Khelo India Scheme
launched in the year 2016-17, ‘Promotion of rural and indigenous/tribal games’ is a priority area.
Further, majority of the sportspersons getting benefits under various schemes of this Ministry
belong to the rural, backward, tribal and hilly areas of the country.
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RT THR
gaT SrdshA IR U FHAoT
(Wer TaeTTen)
dJTaT AT
dRIfFa wesT TEAT 198
3ccR ot T anr@ 15 A=, 2021
24 WA, 1942 (2h)
ST 3R TgE &Y & @Y #1 e
198. it Fofid FAR:
FAT JaT HFAHA 3N WoT HA Tg T T HOT Hyar fo:
() FIT WHR o T & Selolidg AR ggEr &1 F Welhel/ Hreai iR el
e & fahr & T gl A3t dr e @ €
(@) afe &, ar dcueth <ahr #ar § 3k afE @, o sas Fr #nor ) R
(1) FIAT WHR T AT &4 T Farg f@anfedt & 3T Jorr & fow w8
S AT T el T g AloTell §72

3o}
a1 FEHA AR ST ToT #7A (FaaT THR)
(CIRCICRICIC)

(@) & (1) : T TYGROT T U R I@ far v ¢ |
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Seroe 3R wEEr &t A wal #1 Rew F wew A s golla AR AT
UG WGET, o HT g@T e 15.03.2021 & AT q& 1T T HT ARifFd
WesT HEAT 198 & T (F) & (31) F 3l A Hefia fawor |

(@) & (@) ;G 5T A 0T g4 & FRUT ¢« & AT JR ugrar aar &7
ell/ Wel-he dUT W HEAEN & fahE digd Well & g &1 Seaerded
T/ €Y T 87 WHRN & gl § | g WHR Ageaqul HIAAT A g &
3t garEr dr qfd #Rdr § | Feg TR # 9IE ¢ e Seerd 3R gerer et
gfed SR F Well /| ¥ GEAAT 7 TadaT fhar e | s8% 3remEr, ay 2016-
17 & & &1 715 Wil 38T ThiA & dga ‘ameHdior 3R qerel/ Sieeda el
Hatel Teh WATASAT &7 & | 58 Y &, 39 #AFay i [ffe &t & dgd
ST UIed el alel T@efear # ¥ IReaR TW@AmEr & & v, s, Jaeaa
3R wgrer &t ¥ E |
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SHRI SUJEET KUMAR: | have only one supplementary. Sir, in his reply, the hon.
Minister has mentioned about ‘Khelo India” Scheme which is, of course, a good
scheme launched in the year 2016-17 for ‘promoting indigenous and rural sports’.
But, Sir, we all know apart from this indigenous and rural sports, our youth,
particularly tribal youth have great sporting talent in professional and mainstream
sports as well, be it football, archery, kabaddi or athletics. Sports Authority of India
(SAl) was launched in the year 1984 and its stated goal is ‘talent scouting at micro
level and nurturing talent towards excellence’. So, | would like to know from the hon.
Minister what steps SAl has taken to promote the sporting talent and eco-system in
rural areas for professional sports among tribal and rural youth.

SHRI KIREN RIJIJU: Sir, we all know that majority of talent in India is lying in the rural
areas, hilly areas and tribal areas. Our focus of getting the talent from the rural areas
has extensively been driven in the last few years. Of course, we have talent in the
cities also, but, rural area is the focus area when we target India to be in top ten by
2028 Los Angeles Olympics. We have to ensure that rural talents are augmented. So,
under a special vertical of the Khelo India Scheme for the promotion of rural and
indigenous/tribal games, we have already included four indigenous sports recognized
by the Ministry of Sports; Mallakhamb, Kalaripayattu, Gatka, Thang-Ta along with
that Yogasana has also been declared as sports from this year. So, we are hugely
focusing in the rural areas and the results are coming. Right now, 330 athletes from
the rural areas in these four indigenous games have already obtained scholarships.
We have already released the money and they are receiving it. On top of that, we will
go deeply for search of talent in rural areas. | assure the hon. Member that if he has
anything to suggest me for any particular rural sports, he can contact me, | am ready
to help and work together.

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR?: Sir, my first supplementary was actually regarding the steps
taken by the Ministry to promote professional and mainstream sports. | compliment
the Ministry and the hon. Minister for taking steps to promote indigenous sports like
Mallakhamb Yoga, but there is a huge sporting talent among tribal youths regarding
football, kabbadi, athletics, archery, and so on. So, my specific query from the hon.
Minister was regarding the steps taken to promote these professional sports.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

26



SHRI KIREN RIJIJU: Sir, definitely, we cannot forget that Olympic sports have to be
given the top priority because that is where the international competition takes place.
| am talking about the indigenous games only because we have to promote Indian
sports also. But, Sir, for the Olympic sports, we have majority of these SAI Training
Centres located in different parts of the country, if you calculate, the tribal and the
rural areas are the dominant numbers in all the Sports Authority of India Training
Centres. If | count all the details of the steps taken, it is too long. But, | can always
share with the hon. Member because the steps taken are very extensive. So, | was
not counting the numbers of the steps taken.

1. I2MND IO AEEIT ST Heley, | b q1edd I qrE-1g H31 S 9
ST AT b <21 b IRy &3 H Wl & [t & fosy fafder Jrormg aiRkanfosd
PI TS, JTUT R R efegw ff 9917 0, S a8f wR g a1 ufdetd & g o
ST AR HRTHTY W3 b &3 H &, Sb] [ 814 BT IRT ATAR o1 sl 81 1
AT |3 Sf 39 ATHOT &30 H ST ARBR] &b T8I | 39 d)E & efoId, o8
for g A Suser B, WY UiTst & f[asRid &R+ & foU Wos & &5 § Ui
&A1 B! YR 9¢, §99 {33 H Bis HRIR AISTH] gH10H, Bl HRATS BRI ?

2 fo RIS Suwwmafcr wieiey, 39 uges WY 59 a1d &1 7 fpan fb o
SATHI & 3T ST HRT BIhY ©, d8 a1 &3 ST g3hRedaR AR fhu & "Wal
A" IR S WicH STFUHE Be' & d8d, STH 89 BIael od 8l Bs-Bs
ol 57 TRBR A fopeft-fopedt Wex ol gard) 8 ok S9s fr s g9 hs 2 &,
SN TR ARBR SIS Bl &l 8 SRNFC o] 31 xRl ®l, 39 Bsl &l TS &
ST ey TATREY 3Tt ST establish R Bl b AT FFREFAR &H I &,
SABT ol SHHTS B Bl, 96 (3T B SR 19T IRGRI A ] Hedl IR WTIH
& S unutilized facilities €, ST U €1 TSI §8 & - OI9 IS & d1R § B8l € b S
facilities P SUITT & 3T WTIR ST IR BIfeT B &1 Tl Bl

TR, 3AMAH! Al STFHRI © b 519 T S IR BIfT 781 81N, 99 O U &
W+ & f3u, ersq 9™ a3 & fo5u, fheay & forg, 'fve sfear & fov g e g,
i MY Hed & T3y Arel, BRI & 3y A, AT ST 3R BIFT 98d
SRS B EH WieH TR 3t Efsar | Mt g e IR diadl <d §, 5l Afcwigs
BT 8, d 9 89 SUsE] R Bl

oY STFUTITT : T2 AT 199. AT #) 6. . IFI| Absent.
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