GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF AYURVEDA, YOGA & NATUROPATHY, UNANI,
SIDDHA AND HOMOEOPATHY (AYUSH)

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.86
TO BE ANSWERED ON 9™ FEBRUARY, 2021
PROMOTION OF SIDDHA MEDICINES FOR COVID-19

86 SHRI P. WIL SON:
Will the Minister of Ayurveda, Y oga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddhaand
Homoeopathy be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has proposed to promote the Siddha medicinesto prevent the
COVID-19 across the country including Tamil Nadu;

(b) whether Government has allocated / sanctioned the funds under AYUSH for research
studies to aid/facilitate preventive medicine against COVID-19 in Tamil Nadu; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and, if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE (IC) OF THE MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS
AND SPORTSAND ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF MINISTER OF STATE (IC)
OF THE MINISTRY OF AYURVEDA,
YOGA & NATUROPATHY, UNANI, SSIDDHA AND HOMOEOPATHY

(SHRI KIREN RIJI1JU)

(@) to (c) A Statement islaid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO INREPLY TO RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.86* FOR 9" FEBRUARY, 2021

(@ Yes Sir. The Government has promoted Siddha medicines to prevent COVID-19
across the country, including Tamil Nadu.

Ministry has issued separate ‘Guidelines for Practitioners’ and ‘Guidelines for
Research’ for providing treatment to Covid-19 patients in each system covered under
AYUSH, including Siddha system of Medicines. These comprehensive guidelines
provided detailed instructions regarding usage of Siddha medicines for Covid-19
patients. An Inter-Disciplinary Task Force was also constituted by Ministry to provide
guidance to the research conducted by various Research Councils/National Institutes in
Covid-19. The activities of each Research Council/National Institute, in combating
Covid-19 pandemic, was closely monitored by Ministry. Ministry has aso interacted
with the drug manufacturing industry to ensure uninterrupted supply of medicines for
providing treatment to Covid-19.

The Ministry has promoted use of ready-made Ayush formulation i.e. ‘Ayush
Kudineer’ in the interest of health promotion to the masses. The Ministry has developed
a mobile app “AYUSH Sanjivani mobile” and has documented the impact assessment of
effectiveness, acceptance and usage of AY USH advisories & measures in the prevention
of COVID-19 through app based population study in around 1.5 crores respondents. The
Ministry has invited research proposals under the Modified Extra Mural Research
(EMR) Scheme for SARS CoV-2 infection and COVID-19 disease for supporting
research in Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy
(AYUSH).

(b) & (c) Yes, Sr. The Government has allocated funds under AYUSH for research
studiesto aid / facilitate preventive medicine against COVID-19.

Ministry has sanctioned Rs. 1 crore 63 lakhs (Rs. 80 lakhs to Central Council for
Research in Siddha (CCRS), Rs 50 lakhs to National Institute of Siddha (NIS) and Rs.
33 lakhs for projects under Extra Mural Research Scheme) for various COVID related
studies and clinical trials.

CCRS has undertaken sixteen studies i.e. four pre-clinical and eleven clinical
studies with the support of Ministry to assess the utility and effectiveness of Siddha
formulation in mitigating COVID-19 through repurposing of Siddha formulation and
utilizing immune-modul ators in the management & treatment of COVID -19. NIS has
aso conducted population based studies, which included distribution of preventive
medicines, and four Covid-19 related clinical trials at Chennai. Funds were also released
under the Modified Extra Mural Research Scheme for SARS CoV-2 infection and
COVID-19 disease for four projects a Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.
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AR TWHR
Y HATGT
(3Mgde, AT T urpfas fafecar, e, fog va gande)

T AT
arifea weT w. 86"
09 W&, 2021 & Y& SiTel dlel 9%l &1 3eal

Fias-19 & fov tog faiwcar ugia 1 gem@r &

‘86. AT dY. faede:
T A1gdq, A9T AR wrpider Fafecan, gere, fog 3R gty (3mgy) &4 I8 ade &
FaT FET o

(F) FT WHR H A Figd S W A Hifas-19 & haA & fov fog Fafrcar wgia
& JGIaT ¢t &l faaR §;

(@) F WHR o dfAeg A FIfas-19 & favg Fare Fiecar ggfa & qaus g #
FERIAUGaHT 9eTe X & o0 YW & Haea g mefeamsdiga # g 3R]
@) Flg g, o deaat @ #4r § 3R Ife el O sEd & ST g7

K 35E4
a1 A #R G AFET F AET AN (FaAT WAR)
3R sgag, ar 7 ugpfasw e, e, fog @ grartd Aeea &
Ty #A (Faad WHR) &1 FiaRFa wR (o fHe Ushep)

(®) & (1) : Taaor WeeT & e W @ IR §
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ST FHT A 09 WIaT), 2021 H Y& T dRifhd W4T HEAT 86° & 3t A 3feafaa faawon

(F): S 8Tl WHR o dfAeg Afed U X A Hfas-19 & VoA g og Fafecar ggfa @
Haua fRar gl

A o g Ffecar ggfd digd 3y & ded A 9ed% ggid # @ifas-19 & Qi
®I ITAR HGAT W g “Fefercamsariaal & fov feeniaer AR “seqaun &g feeni=er e 4
SR fhT gl 3o faeqd feenfeeei & Hifas-19 & Afarai & fov fag diwfead & suder @ wefua
fargd fager feu v gl fafdes sgouns aRweiRsdr Seue gar $ifas-19 W 3mafad
HIGUTST g ARIGAA FeTd el & FolU FHIAGT EaRT Tk IcRfauTs e &1 o7 75 fohar
IGT AUT| HIfFs-19 AGART T HPWoll e H Fedeh AU TRYGRTSERT FEATT & Hraehelrdi
W FAAGT GART H31 TR T 5| AAF o HIAs-19 & 39K Hodl & og Awfei
ferarer snqfa giafua aa & fow 3iwer fafaamor sz & |y o sraed & gl

HATORI & Sielcl & T Hauel g R gy NTEer AT Yy $ise’ & 39dmET
I Hiearigd fmar 1 HAeT & U “HYY Holldel! AldSer U9 faspfdd fwmar & 3 oerser 1.5
S TeANYAl A SAEEdl eI IWUTRA T & ARIA § Hifas-19 &1 HUH A I3V
Tsarsa Rt 3R 39Af F1 FRIRAT, FHEIAr R YA F GHT FT 3Rl Fof@d A gl
HAGT & 3gae, A1 AR apias fafecar, o, fog i g (3mygy) & rgaue & fou
TERAAT Hald e g A HIg-2 AU AR Hfas-19 Qo1 & fov smenfua sfgaal srgaurn
AT (STANR) & ded AHFHU g&dld AR w0 gl

(@) 3 @M): S &7 WHR o FIfas-19 & fawg Fares 3wy &1 ggrrangiaar & fou segaus
YT g YW & Jcerd i efed & gl

HAre o fafees Fifag Fadt seagi AR Adias waol & fov 1 &3 63 ar@ 9T
(80 W@ % FE THg 3IEUT URWE (HERTE) F, 50 @ T U fHE e
(TA3MSTH) & 3R 33 ar@ . Sfgadl IgEU FHHA F ded A aral IRASTAHT F o)
HEdpd fau gl

IR & fog AwerRen # g IR a3 Hifas-19 & §6ue Jur 3R A
wfcReT Asgelcd & 3T & AEIHA F HIfds-19 & A He A fog weren :1 s
3R geniashar 1 3Thed A & foIT AT 1 TEIAT ¥ 16 3METTAT AT IR Ygd-oeTiadsh
IR TURE Aifes T fHT g1 TANSTH o e AR 3tIIT Y P g Gud Fars
wfergl &1 faeror qur G5 A Fifas-19 HaHh AR Acrfees GeTor A g1 diFeg 3R 3u
Yo H IR IRASHT & fav @w Fe2 & i -19 Qa1 &g 3metiea sfgaal

& ded i [Fier IRy &1 S off

*hkkhk
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SHRI P. WILSON: Sir, the Minister has said that they have allotted Rs. 1.63 crore for
research study in Siddha in Tamil Nadu. When COVID-19 English medicine
treatment costs Rs. 6 to 10 lakh per patient, how far this paltry sum of Rs. 1.63 crore
which has been sanctioned for research and development will help in the growth of
Siddha not only in Tamil Nadu but all over the country? Will you sanction more
funds?

SHRI KIREN RIJIJU: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the Member has already mentioned
about the amount being sanctioned to the Siddha Institute in Tamil Nadu, which is
located in Chennai, for the purpose of research and for the purpose of finding some
kind of solutions through the system of medicines in Siddha to combat the COVID-
19. But, as you know, in the initial stage, it was not very clear how to combat this
COVID-19. So, the initial amount granted to all the Indian System of Medicines, and
| think, this really has done a great job in terms of creating awareness as well as in
doing research in the Indian System of Medicines. It has helped tremendously.
Siddha system of medicines is very old tradition of our country. We feel proud of it.
If required to sanction more amount, definitely, it will be considered.

SHRI P. WILSON: There is an allegation that Siddha is not promoted as it was
developed in Tamil Nadu by Siddhas. What are the steps you have taken particularly
to promote the Siddha treatment not only in this country but worldwide ?

SHRI KIREN RIJIJU: Sir, as | have mentioned, Siddha is very old Indian System of
Medicines and it has a long history. There is no way that it will be treated differently.
All the Indian Systems of Medicines are being provided enough support system,
especially after 2014, when hon. Prime Minister, Narendra Modiji, constituted a
separate Ministry for AYUSH. So, since then efforts are being made and also funds
are being created. So, Siddha has been the integral part of the AYUSH Ministry and it
will continue to be treated so.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, during Covid-19 pandemic, when all the private super-
speciality hospitals were shut, it was only the Ayush Kudineer and Kabasura Kudineer
which helped the people to get relief from the effects of Covid. Yes, the Minister says
that it is the oldest tradition. But, apart from that, what steps or initiatives are being
taken to create awareness among the people so that Ayush medicines is used for
other health issues, and to promote Ayush medicines for their usage ?
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SHRI KIREN RIJIJU: Sir, a lot of efforts have been taken and the Members too
accepted that it is a very important Indian System of Medicine. It is going global. It is
not only confined to Tamil Nadu and the Tamil-speaking areas, but it is also going all
over the country, across the globe. We intend to promote it. We have a working
mechanism now with the WHO also. The Inter-disciplinary Ayush Research and
Development Task Force has been constituted by the Ministry of AYUSH after the
hon. Prime Minister suggested that the Indian System of Medicine and the established
practices must be utilised. Also, the hon. Prime Minister advised to create a general
awareness about the Indian traditional medicines being invoked and practised across
the globe. So, based on the Prime Minister's advice, the Inter-disciplinary Ayush
Research and Development Task Force was constituted, thereby all efforts are being
made. There is a tremendous response we received from the public also. The
immune boosters, all these items, being produced by different systems of medicines,
have been working as a miracle during the Covid-19 pandemic. But, we don't want to
make exaggerated claims in this regard because we all know that this is very
sensitive. Sir, Siddha Day is being celebrated every year to promote Siddha. The
National Clinical Management Protocol is already laid. | am personally taking a lot of
interest to understand more as to what can be done to promote Siddha and all other
system of medicines in India.
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