GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 52
TO BE ANSWERED ON 19.07.2021

India-based Neutrino Observatory project
52 SHRIP.WILSON:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) Whether Government has received requests to drop the India—based Neutrino
Observatory (INO) project in Theni district of Tamil Nadu as the construction site
isreportedlyfallinginsidethedesignatedMathikettan-Periyartigercorridor;

(b) details of study Government undertook before giving environmental clearance and
whether any impact assessment study was done and whether any public hearing
was conducted,;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) whether Government is aware that this would not only affect the wildlife but also
have a long term impact on the eco-system of such areas; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY)

(a) As informed by Government of Tamil Nadu, the State Government has requested
Government of India to drop the project.

(b)to (e) Before granting Environmental Clearance, a detailed Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) study was conducted. Public hearing was not applicable in
case of the project. As per the EIA report, the perceived main impacts of the INO
Project on the eco system are pollution due to dust and noise, muck generation
and impacts due to movement of men and machineries over land, air and water.
In order to mitigate the impacts on wildlife and eco-system, the EIA report
prescribes an Environment Management Plan, which inter-alia, includes
limiting use of explosives, ensuring water sprinkling system to suppress the dust,
using portion of the muck for project construction work, daily disposal of muck,
providing adequate facilities for labour, providing suitable acoustics in the
buildings, planting appropriate flora, suitable treatment of sullage water and
sewage water, etc.
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