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TO BE ANSWERED ON 3OTH JULY, 2O2I

FOOD SECURITY UNDER PDS DURJNG COVID-I9

136I SHRI TIRUCIII SIVA:

will the Minister of GONSUMER AFFAIRS, FooD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
ScsttffI rnre, gr{q glk grdufio farpr t'* Ue pleased to state:

(a) the number ofbeneficiaries under the PDS for the years 2019-20 and 2020-zl; and

(b) the measures adopted by the Ministry to improve food security during COVID-l9?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF ST,'\TE FOR MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELoPMENT AND CoNSUMER

AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(sADrM NIRANJANJYOTI)

(a): under the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), the addition and deletion of
ration cards/beneficiaries is a continuous process. Accordingly, as per the data available, the
number of NFSA beneficiaries in statesruTs was nearly 80.95 crore in March 2020 afi 79.33
Crore in March 2021 respectively tfuough TPDS.

Additionaliy, the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) plan is empowering the NFSA
beneficiaries in 33 StatesruTs to lift their entitled foodgrains with flexibility from any nearby
Fair Price Shop (FPl;) of choice, by using their same existing ration card with biometric
authentication' 
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(b): With an objective to ameliorate the food security hardships of the poor, needy and
vulnerable NFSA beneficiaries across the country, during covid-ld, the Department under the
Pradhan Mantri Garil: Kalyan Anna Yojana @M-GI(Ay) had allocated an extra 322 Laldr
Metric Ton (LMT) foodgrains in the year 2020 and again about 278 LMT in 2021, for free of
cost distribution to all NFSA beneficiaries over and above the distribution of regular subsidised
NFSA foodgrains (i.e. 35 Kg per Antyodaya Anna Yojana family per month and 5 Kg per
Priority Household beneficiary per month). Besides, another 2.74 LMT foodgrain were
distributed free of cost to an average of about 2.74 Crore migrants/stranded migrants and
persons without ration cards under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat scheme (ANBS) for the period of
two months of May & June 2020.
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