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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 196
ANSWERED ON 06.08.2021

SPECIAL TRAINS
196# SHRI NEERAJ DANGI:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) the number of trains currently operational which are being run as special trains in the country
due to COVID-19 pandemic;

(b) whether the public is getting the benefit of ordinary railway service or is paying extra due to
the operation of special trains, the details thereof; and

(c) by when Government will discontinue the additional charge and mandatory reservation in
special trains and provide general railway service to the public, the details thereof?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS (SHRI DANVE RAOSAHEB DADARAO):

(@) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (c) OF STARRED QUESTION
NO. 196 BY SHRI NEERAJ DANGI ANSWERED IN RAJYA SABHA ON 06.08.2021
REGARDING SPECIAL TRAINS

(@ As on 01.08.2021, Indian Railways, on a daily average basis, operated 6166 special train

services which includes 1517 Mail/Express trains and 846 Passenger trains.

(b) and (c) To contain COVID-19 pandemic, Indian Railways have discontinued all passenger
carrying trains w.e.f 23" March, 2020. In view of the prevailing situation, only special trains,
with limited stoppages, keeping in view the suggestions and concerns of State Governments and

health advisories are being operated.

No new fare structure has been introduced during the Pandemic time. Only categorisation
of services have been rationalised to ensure social distancing, check overcrowding in trains.

These special train services are being operated as Mail / Express Special (MSPC),
Passenger Special (PSPC) and Holiday Special (HSP).

The MSPC are being operated on the fare as applicable for regular Time Tabled trains.
During COVID times, as passenger demands are not uniform over different sectors, some special
trains on special charges / Holiday specials / Clone trains have been introduced to meet the
additional demands over different sectors as per already published fare for special trains on special
charges since the year 2015. Further, unreserved second class has been declared as reserved
second class in view of pandemic situation. Further, the fare in short distance travel also varies

depending upon above categorisation of trains.

Indian Railways is keeping a close watch on the prevailing situation and regulating

operation of train services accordingly.
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SHRI G.K. VASAN: Sir, First Class in trains is now abolished. ... (Interruption)...First
Class means, First Class without air condition. ...(/m‘errupz‘/‘on)...Novv, First Class is
coming only with air condition. ... (Interruption)... | would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether there is any proposal to bring back First Class without air condition in
the near future or immediately, because, during this COVID time, it is definitely useful
for elderly persons. ...(Interruption)... So, will the hon. Railway Minister consider
this request as it helps the senior citizens of the country at the time of COVID?
...(Interruption)...

SNt TTd VIR SIERIE: 9IS, BIfdS BTl | YT H21, -1 IR+ Al S &
G2l & AR 01.08.2021 B RART & AR 59 S H 6,166 [IRT TSI I
DI TS B SHH 34T 1,517 Hel/TaIUNT AT 3R 84¢ URiSR it oel I&l &
+..(TALTH)... TTATT RART & AR 79T ARBRI A & FAE BRb FHI-FAY
W IEATd B ©l...(FAUH).. AT G 7 S 999 Y81 &, I9 IR 84 [JdR HR

Thd B

SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: Sir, the hon. Minister has not specifically stated in his
reply whether the Government is proposing to bring a separate agriculture Budget.
...(Interruption)... Sir, Odisha is the first State in the country to bring separate
Budget for agriculture. ...(/nterrupt/on)...l was Finance Minister at that time.
...(/nterrupt/on)...lf you bring separate Budget for agriculture, farmers of this country
will feel encouraged. ...(Interruption)... Therefore, |, specifically, wanted to know
from the hon. Minister whether the Union Government is planning to bring a separate
agriculture budget in the next Budget. ... (Interruption)...

M A IIART SIERIE: Ig U3 IR fI9T 9 Gfd 81 2, H s9d IR H el |
BRI S L. ...(GLT). ..

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, | am grateful and thankful to the hon. Prime Minister of
India, Shri Modiji, for declaring Defence Corridor at Hosur in Krishnagiri.
...(Interruption)...To cover up that area, we require a new railway line from
Jolarpettai, Krishnagiri, Hosur and Bangalore. ...(Interruption)...It is a long pending
demand since 1984. ...(Interruption)... So, | would like to know, through you, Sir,



from the hon. Minister whether Railways will take up and complete this project.
...(Interruption)...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURENDRA SINGH NAGAR): Please be brief.
...(Interruption)...

it TIQ TEATR SIERIG : TS GATg el & I8! 8| FT AT Fawg (Y T2 Pl
v & qo ol ?

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURENDRA SINGH NAGAR): Can you please repeat
the question? ...(Interruptions )..

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI:  Sir, | am thankful to the hon. Prime Minister of India
for...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURENDRA SINGH NAGAR):  Okay; okay. Question
No. 197.



