
 
 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS 

RAJYA SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1886 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 4TH AUGUST, 2021 
  

ONGC PROJECTS IN TAMIL NADU 
  

1886.       SHRI  P. WILSON:  
        

पे�ोिलयम व �ाकृितक  गैस मं�ी 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state: 
  
(a)  whether ONGC is opening fifteen wells for exploration of oil and gas in Ariyalur 
district, Tamil Nadu, if so, details thereof;  
 
(b)  whether State Government was consulted and whether any environmental 
studies were conducted;  
 
(c)  whether Ministry has taken any decision to cancel the invitation for bid to extract 
hydrocarbon and to give up the hydrocarbon exploration projects at Pudukottai district; 
and  
 
(d) whether Government has conducted any prior study or survey on the adverse 
damage caused on flora, fauna, soil, water, agriculture, eco system due to the 
hydrocarbon exploration project at Pudukottai, if so, details thereof and if not, reasons 
therefor?  

 
ANSWER  

पे�ोिलयम और �ाकृितक  गैस मं�ालय म�  रा�य मं�ी 
 (�ी रामे�र तेली) 

 
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS 

(SHRI RAMESWAR TELI) 
  
(a) & (b): ONGC has made plans to drill 10 exploratory wells in Ariyalur district and 5 
in Cuddalore district of Tamil Nadu.  Environment Impact Assessment studies have 
been submitted to Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and State Environmental 
Impact Assessment Authority.   
 
(c) & (d):  The Government of India has launched third round of Discovered Small 
Fields bids on 10th June 2021.  This includes one Contract Area and two Petroleum 
Mining Lease of Vadatheru and Ramanathapuram covering Pudukkottai and 
Ramanathapuram district of Tamil Nadu.  Petroleum Exploration Licence and 
Petroleum Mining Lease are granted by concerned State Government for onshore 
areas.   

ONGC started its exploratory efforts in Pudukottai district of Tamil Nadu in 
1966 and drilled one well in 2008 and another one well in 2012. Environmental 
Impact Assessment studies were carried out and Environment clearance was 
obtained.   
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