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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF POWER

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.226
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10.08.2021
CONSTRUCTION OF LOWER SUBANSIRI HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT
226 SHRI AJIT KUMAR BHUYAN:

Will the Minister of POWER
be pleased to state:

(a)  whether it is a fact that the construction work of Lower Subansiri Hydroelectric
Project by the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) Ltd. is presently
going on;
(b) if so, the expected date of completion of the work; and
(c)  whether Government is planning to commission the project immediately on its
completion?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF POWER AND NEW & RENEWABLE ENERGY

(SHRI R.K. SINGH)

(a) to (¢c) : A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (c) OF
STARRED QUESTION NO.226 TO BE ANSWERED IN THE RAJYA SABHA
ON 10.08.2021 REGARDING CONSTRUCTION OF LOWER SUBANSIRI
HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT
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(@) to (c) : Subansiri Hydro Electric Project (HEP) of 2000 MW Capacity
(8X250=2000 MW) in Arunachal Pradesh is being executed by NHPC Ltd. and is
under construction. Two Units of 250 MW each are targeted for commissioning by
August, 2022 while the remaining 6 Units of 250 MW each are scheduled to be
commissioned by August, 2023. Upon accomplishment of all works (Unit-wise), pre-
commissioning test would be performed and on its successful completion, the Units

would be commissioned.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Question Hour. ...(Interruptions)... Question No.226.

...(Interruptions)... Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan. ...(Interruptions)... Hon. Members, it's
Question Hour. ...(Interruptions)... Dr. M. Thambidurai, please put your guestion.
...(Interruptions)...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, you know this very well. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... Generating
hydroelectricity is safe. ...(Interruptions)... And it is also good for the country.
...(Interruptions)... Due to climate change and other issues related to pollution, we
need to have more hydroelectric projects to generate power. ...(Interruptions)... Sir,
through you, | want to know from the hon. Minister whether there is any survey which
the Government of India is conducting to find out the potential of power generation
through hydroelectric projects in various parts of the country. ...(Interruptions)... Also,
| want to know whether Tamil Nadu has given any proposal for setting up a hydroelectric
project in Tamil Nadu. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAJ KUMAR SINGH: Sir, the Central Electricity Authority and the Central Water
Commission conduct surveys from time to time to identify potential hydroelectric
projects. ...(/m‘erru,oﬁons)... The Ministry has a list of potential sites.
...(Interruptions)... If the hon. Member desires it, we can send him a list of potential
sites which have been surveyed. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... From that you can see whether
there is any proposal from...(/nz‘errupt/ons)... As far as the question relating to any
proposal from Tamil Nadu is concerned, | am not aware of any proposal from Tamil Nadu
for setting up a hydroelectric project. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... But the hon. Member is right.
...(/nz‘errupﬁons)... Hydropower is absolutely essential in this day and age when we
have undertaken the task of energy transition to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels
and bring in more and more renewable energy. ...(Interruptions)... Injecting more and
more renewable energy requires hydropower. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)... It offers high
flexibility . ...(/nterrupt/ons)... It can be started immediately and it can be stopped
immediately. ...(Interruptions)... Hydropower is absolutely necessary in this day and
age. ...(Interruptions)... We have revived hydropower. ...(Interruptions).. We have
come out with a policy for encouraging hydropower. ...(Interruptions)... A number of
projects which were stalled have also been revived. ...(Interruptions)... Subansiri is
one such case. ...(Interruptions)... Dibang is another one which we are going to start
very soon. ...(Interruptions)..  That is another 2,880 MW hydel project.



...(/nz‘errupﬁons)... Hydropower development is going on. ...(/nterrupz‘/ons)... Today,
our capacity is 12,000 MW. ...(/nz‘errupﬁons)...

SHRI K.J. ALPHONS: Sir, | would like to know this from the hon. Minister.

...(Interruptions)... The price of non-renewable energy is so low. ...(Interruptions)..
Today, it is available at rock-bottom prices. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... Hydroelectric power
comes with dangers of evicting people, deforestation and all that. ...(Interruptions)...

Why do you need hydroelectric projects anymore ? ...(Interruptions)... Why don't you
just promote renewable energy ?

SHRI RAJ KUMAR SINGH: Sir, it is a pertinent question. ...(Interruptions)... But |
must again point out that in order to have a transition to renewal energy, non-fossil fuels,
hydropower is an essential requirement. ...(Interruptions)... It is a necessary
requirement because other sources of renewable energy are intermittent.
...(Interruptions)... They are unpredictable. ...(Interruptions)... Sometimes you will
have them. ...(Interruptions).... Sometimes you will not have them.
...(Interruptions)... Because they are intermittent, so you need a source of energy
which can be ramped up and ramped down promptly. ...(/nterrupz‘/ons)... It has to be
done as quickly as possible. ...(Interruptions)... Hydro fits that bill...
...(Interruptions).. Hydro is also a renewable energy. ...(Interruptions)... Around
the world, hydro is utilized as renewable energy, everywhere. ..(Interruptions)... All the
developed countries have exploited their hydro potential to the full. ...(/nz‘errupﬁons)...
Every developed country has exploited all its hydro potential. ...(/nz‘errupﬁons)... We are
the only ones who are lagging behind. ...(/nterrupﬁons)... And hydro power is totally
clean, totally natural. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)... Whenever we construct any project, we take
great care to not only preserve the environment but also enhance the environment.
..(Interruptions)... Wherever we have constructed projects, the environment has
improved rather than deteriorating. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)... The greenery has improved.
..(Interruptions)... We have added more greenery than there was earlier.
..(Interruptions)... So, hydro power is also very environment-friendly. ..(Interruptions)..
That is why, around the world, it is being exploited. ..(/nterruptions).. Thank you.

DR. C.M. RAMESH: Sir, Subansiri is in Arunachal Pradesh. ..(Interruptions).. It was
started 20 years back but, still, it has not been completed. ..(Interruptions).. What are



the problems? ..(Interruptions).. What was the estimate 20 years back and what is the
estimate now? ..(Interruptions).. What is the status of all other hydel projects?
..(Interruptions)..

SHRI RAJ KUMAR SINGH: Sir, the project was handed over to the National Hydro Power
Corporation in the year 2000 by the Brahmaputra Board. ...(/nferrupt/ons)... The
estimates were prepared and the CCEA gave its approval in 2003 and the work started in
January, 2005. ...(/m‘errupr/ons)... Thereafter, the work continued but there was some
delay because of environmental clearance. ..(Interruptions).. The environment
clearance was obtained and thereafter the work proceeded but after 2011, the work was
stopped because of different NGOs agitating against the construction.
..(Interruptions)... This stoppage continued from 2011 to 2019 when we could restart the
work again after orders from NGT and the Supreme Court dismissing all the applications
of different NGOs. ..(Interruptions).. So, the work started again. ..(Interruptions)...
First two units would be commissioned in August, 2022 and the next six units would be
commissioned in August, 2023. ..(Interruptions).. The estimated cost has gone up to
about Rs.19,000 crores. ...(/m‘errupﬁons)... When it was first sanctioned, the said cost
was approximately Rs.6,285 crores. ...(/nferrupz‘/ons)... Now, the estimated cost is
about Rs.19,000 crores. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Q.No.227.



