GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CULTURE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.2423
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10 AUGUST 2021

RECOGNIZING “PAIKA BIDROHA” AS THE FIRST WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

2423. Shri Prasanna Acharya:

WILL THE MINISTER OF CULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) Whether the state Government of Odisha has sent proposals to the Union
Government to recognize “Paika Bidroha”, the Rebillion against British Rule by the
soldiers of Odisha in the 1817, as the first war of independence, conferment of
classical status to Odishi music “Vocal and Instrumental’, and to take steps to
preserve the memories of tribal freedom fighters of India; and

(b) If so, the steps taken by Government in the regard?

ANSWER
Minister of Culture, Tourism and Development of North Eastern Region
(Shri G. Kishan Reddy)

a) and (b) : A reference from Chief Minister of Odisha requesting for declaration of
“Paika Bidroha” as first war of Independence was received in Ministry of Culture
through Ministry of Home Affairs. The issue was examined in consultation with
Indian Council of Historical Research (Ministry of Education) and is currently under
consideration of the Ministry of Education.

As regards conferment of classical status to Odishi music “Vocal and
Instrumental”, it is stated that Sangeet Natak Akademi, under Ministry of Culture,
being national academy of music, dance and drama does not use the word of
Classical as there are two main streams i.e. Hindustani Music and Carantic.
Hence, it does not come under the mandate of Ministry of Culture. However, the
Akademi had conferred the Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards to the following
awardees in the field of Odishi Music’:-

(i) Sh. Gopal Chandra Panda (2011)
(i) Sh. Bankim Sethi (2013)
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As regards preserving the memories of tribal freedom fighters of India, it is
stated that Govt. of India requested all State Governments including State Govt. of
Odisha to create digital repository at district level so as to preserve the memories of
freedom fighter including tribal freedom fighters, which will be uploaded on the
webportal being developed by Govt. of India under the Azadi ka Amrit Mohotsav.
Further, number of culture events and activities are also being organized to
commemorate unsung heroes including Tribal Freedom Fighters under Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.
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