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SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: There is an error. It is stated: "The proposed amendments
in the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2006 broadly fall under
the following categories, namely, inclusion of new castes based on social, educational
and economic backwardness." Sir, in respect of Scheduled Castes, this term 'economic
backwardness' has not been there in the Constitution. It is, I think, strictly put in to
create so much unrest. I request that that should not form part of the Bill.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:. That should be taken note of.
SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: That should be deleted, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the question is:

"That the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order (Amendment)
Bill, 2006 be taken into consideration."

The motion was adopted.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we shall take up clause-by-clause consideration
of the Bill.

Clause 2 was added to the Bill.

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title
were added to the Bill.

SHRIMATI MEIRA KUMAR: Sir, I beg to move:
"That the Bill be passed."

The question was put and the motion was adopted.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned for half-an-hour.

The House then adjourned at thirty-three minutes past
three of the clock.

The House reassembled at seven minutes past four of the clock, MR
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chiar.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

Heavey floods in various parts of the country and the relief measures undertaken
by the Government
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SHRI DWIJENDRA NATH SHARMAH (Assam): Sir, I thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak. Sir, flood in the country this year has affected many States.

Previously we have been observing that flood was almost an annual feature particularly
in the State of Assam. But this year it has been observed that Assam, Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Orissa, Gujarat, Kerala, almost all
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the States have been affected by floods, maybe, some for a short period and some for a
long period. 1 would like to speak on certain points with which my State is concerned,
particularly the flood which has affected my State this year. Sir, the flood in Assam is a
perennial problem. After the 1950 earthquake the riverbeds of Brahmaputra and other
tributaries have come up and because of that since 1950 Assam is facing every year very
devastating flood and by which lakhs of people have to lose their houses and the
economy collapses. At the same, it becomes very difficult to make the economy grow in
the State of Assam. This year, Sir, you will be surprised that out of 27 districts, 26
districts have been affected. Sir, 5962 villages, and 66.17 lakh people have been affected
in the last flood. We have lost 27 human lives in this flood and the total area affected this
year is 8.66 lakh hectares. The crop area, which has been affected, is 3.54 lakh hectares
and 9291 houses have been damaged this year in the recent flood. Breaches to
embankments were 69. Number of PWD roads damaged were 773. Number of temporary
wooden bridges damaged were 66, number of bridge approaches damaged were 461. RCC
bridge approaches damaged were 25. Number of breaches on PWD roads were 54. Total
length of PWD road breaches were 1256 metres. These are the effects of recent floods
this year. Sir, we have been this mentioning for a long time and several times in this
House also I spoke on floods. In the last Session also, 1 spoke on floods of how my State
was suffering because of this devastating flood. Now, the problem is, we have to see
how we can control this devastating flood, this dangerous situation which our people face
from time to time. One thing is, we have been observing, that embankments have been
constructed in different rivers but that has not given result and there is breach of
embankments every year. Lot of money has been spent after independence for
controlling floods but people are not getting any result and it is increasing day by day.
The most affected people are the village people, particularly, the farmers, the cultivators
who lost all their standing crops, houses etc. at such a time. Now, we have to see how we
can control this situation, how we can come to a permanent solution of this problem,
how we can control floods in our State. The only thing is, some experts say that dredging
of rivers, deepening of rivers is most important at this stage because silting of rivers have
created such floods. All the rivers, embankments and the riverbanks have become equal.
It has come to such a stage that when there is rainfall, water immediately crosses the
embankments and the whole area is flooded. This year also we have seen rainfall in
Assam. It was 835 mm during June and July. In Arunachal Pradesh it was 921 mm
during June and July. We are very much nearer to Arunanchal Pradesh. The rain which
comes to Arunachal Pradesh immediately comes to the valley of Assam and it creates
flood. Another cause of flood is deforestation in the hilly areas and deforestation in
different parts of the hilly states. Since deforestation has created floods in Lakhimpur.
and other districts, they feel that power projects have sensed the ecology in that area
because of huge construction of power projects.. Our people think it may not be correct
but there is an apprehension that those projects have also created floods this year in
Lakhimpur districts and Dhemaji districts of Assam. Now, Sir, we think that a permanent
solution for this problem is necessary for the State of Assam and a solution which can
help us should be considered by the Government so that our people are saved from this
annual dangerous situation which happens in Assam every year. Now, Sir, dredging of
Brahmaputra river and tributaries is very essential at this point and, I hope, the
Government will take up such programmes so that dredging can be taken up and silts can
be removed from the rivers and one permanent fund is necessary. Since it is happening
every year one permanent fund is necessary for, Assam by which immediate action can
be taken so that people who are affected by flood every year can
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be given relief immediately. Though there is an annual relief system, though there is a
Central Government Fund but there are certain essential, certain emergency measures are
necessary for which a special fund is necessary for Assam so that at that point of time
our people can get relief and shelter when they are suffering because of floods. Our
Home Minister and the UPA Chairman, Smt. Sonia Gandhi had already visited Assam.
They had assured that all possible steps would be taken for relief and rehabilitation of
the flood-affected people. Sir, 1 don't want to take much time, but 1 would request the
Government to go for a permanent solution for controlling the river Brahamaputra and
its tributaries so that we can save our people, we can save our cultivators, we can save
our farmers from the devastating effects of floods. With these words, I conclude, Sir.
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