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DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour submission made
by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA: Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour submission made
by the hon. Member.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK: Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour submission
made by the hon. Member.
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Need to include the contribution of tribal leaders of freedom struggle in curriculum of
schools and universities
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DR. SASMIT PATRA: Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK: Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR: Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

Need for giving interim financial assistance to Puducherry in view of damages caused
there due to heavy floods

SHRI S. SELVAGANABATHY (Puducherry): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, Puducherry
and Karaikal regions have been battered by the recent heavy rains and consequent
flooding during the last one month. Incessant rains, often down pouring, made
drainage of storm water more difficult. The stagnated water has invaded low-lying
residential areas and agricultural fields. Roads and bridges have been completely
damaged, bed-dams have been breached, and several buildings have collapsed. For
days together, fishermen could not venture into the sea; daily labourers could not
earn their livelihood and people have been confined to their houses. In short, life of
people has become very miserable.

The Union Territory of Puducherry normally receives an average of 76.7 cm of
rainfall during the North-East monsoon from October to December. But, as much as
83.4 cm of rain has been recorded this year in the month of November alone, which
accounts for 15.3 per cent more rain this year.

Sir, agriculture is the most affected sector. Out of 10,172 hectares of land
under cultivation, about 3,950 hectares of cultivated crops have been inundated,
affecting about 12,000 farmers. The total crops have been perished. The roads
measuring to an extent of 583 kms have become unfit for transportation and have to
be completely re-laid. About 223 small bridges and 38 irrigation canals have also
been very badly damaged. Already demands for flood relief and compensation have
been raised by various sections of people.

31



